
Students react to the 
coronavirus Tarleton 
State University stu-
dents have been affect-
ed directly due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.  
Their spring semes-
ters has been moved to 
strictly online and all of 
the campus events have 
been cancelled, making 
this semester basically 
cancelled for students to 
experience college life.  

Sophomore nursing 
major Lainee Knight 
said, “This semester be-
ing canceled is like los-
ing a part of who I am. 
Being home is wonder-
ful, but my Stephenville 
life is a good (kind of) 
different.”  

“I feel really disap-
pointed about it because 

I was really looking 
forward to finishing my 
freshman year on cam-
pus, and now I had to 
move back home early 
(not that I don’t mind, 

I missed my family a 
lot),” said Jaylee Nall, 
a freshman music edu-
cation major. “I also 
really miss my friends 
and now I won’t be see-
ing them until maybe 
August after everything 

dies down. Online class-
es are also really annoy-
ing because I can’t grasp 
the concepts as well, but 
I’m getting through it… 
My major is also kind 

of canceled because we 
can’t have recitals/en-
semble performances 
anymore and that’s a re-
ally big part of our ma-
jor.” 

Other students are up-
set, but understand why 

Tarleton had to close its 
doors.  

“Of course, I’m upset 
that the semester is ba-
sically cancelled, but I 
understand the reasons 
for it,” senior animal 
science major, Jasmin 
Trevino, said.  

“I think it’s been cool 
seeing the university 
step up and put their 
students first and just 
see how they can best 
serve us! I think more 
than anything I just 
didn’t expect my se-
nior year to just come 
to an abrupt end and all 
my lasts I didn’t know 
were lasts at the time! 
I definitely miss seeing 
people walking around 
campus and just getting 
to see the Texan family 
around and about every 

Every year the Tar-
leton State University 
student body votes for 
Mr. and Ms. TSU on 
Texan Sync. This year 
voting took place be-
tween April 6-8, with 
eight candidates total. In 
order to be a candidate a 
student must have a cu-
mulative 2.5 GPA and 
not be in an disciplinary 
probation with the uni-
versity. 

After the votes were 
tallied, the SGA an-
nounced the winners on 
April 15 were Cameron 

Ellner, a senior crimi-
nal justice major, and 
Meagan Anderson, a se-
nior kinesiology major.  

Ellner has been very 
active over the years at 
Tarleton in serving in 
countless positions stat-
ing he was, “A Tarleton 
Transition Mentor, a 
congressperson for the 
Student Government 
Association, a Texan 
Rep, a member of Tar-
leton’s Round Up Lead-
ership Team, a member 
of the Criminal Justice 
Association, an Intern 
for the Office of Under-
graduate Recruitment 
and a 2019 Student Di-

rector for New Student 
Programs, ” Ellner said. 

He will soon begin 
Tarleton’s Master of 
Public Administra-
tion program through 
the school of criminol-
ogy. In the future, Ellner 
hopes to one day serve 
as the chief of police 
for a Texas agency and 
dreams of one day being 
the Tarleton State Uni-
versity chief of police.  

Ellner wanted people 
to know he was grateful 
for the title of Mr. TSU.  

“Meagan and I were 
so grateful just to be 
nominated by our peers 
for this award, it’s 

still quite surreal hav-
ing received it,” Ellner 
said. “Being nominated 
alongside such a stellar 
group made the feeling 
even more unbelievable. 
Each of these students 
are prime examples of 
reflecting Tarleton’s core 
values in everyday life, 
and I am so grateful for 
the mark each of them 
have left on my Tarleton 
journey. Tarleton State is 
a remarkable place and 
I’m so proud to continue 
representing my Texan 
family.” 

Obtaining an award 

If you live in Stephen-
ville you have probably 
gone to Golden China 
Restaurant at some 
point or another. It was 
a shock to many that 
on April 14 the owner, 
Chien “James” Kao, an-
nounced they would be 
closing their doors per-
manently.   

“We’ve decided it’s a 
sign (referring to CO-
VID-19) to go ahead 
and fully retire/move 
on to the next chapter of 
our lives,” Kao said in a 
Facebook post.   

The post has 836 
shares, 948 likes, and 
682 comments, many 
of which were people 
thanking Kao for his 
years of service. 

A former employee 
even commented and 
posted an image of 
herself back when she 
worked for Golden Chi-
na Restaurant.  

“I made so many  
friendships, loved work-
ing with James and 
Shay, and enjoyed lots 
of delicious food while 
in school at TSU. I hope 
James enjoys retire-
ment and finds time to 
relax! I’ll never forget  
how James would come  
up when I was rapidly  
clearing tables and (just  
to startle me as a joke)  
he’d pat my shoulder  
and say, ‘Get to work 
Nola!’  It made me jump  
every time and I still 
laugh about it. So many  
wonderful, fun memo-
ries were made there 
and with my friends 
from Golden China,” 

Nora Hawkins said in 
the comments.  

Others in the commu-
nity, like Sheryl Ross 
Wells, just wanted to ex-
press how much the res-
taurant meant to them. 

Others in the commu-
nity, like Sheryl Ross 
Wells, just wanted to ex-
press how much the res-
taurant meant to them. 

“James, thank you 
for so many years of 
great food, great service 
and great friendship. 
My kids grew up there 
...we will miss you but 
we will remember with 
fondness. Be safe and 
God Bless,” Wells said. 

After 30 years of ser-
vice, this is the last thing 
Kao wanted to leave his 
customers with.  

“Thanks to our staff 
for giving our customers  

a wonderful experi-
ence, the pranks you 
played, the frienships 
you’ve forged, the chil-

dren you’ve helped 
grow. Do stay safe out 
there and don’t be afraid 
to give us a shout if you 

stumble across us. We 
give you our biggest 
blessings for the year,” 
Kao said.  
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“Of course, I’m upset that the 
semester is basically canceled, 
but I understand the reasons for 
it. I think it’s been cool seeing 
the university step up and put 
their students first and just see 
how they can best serve us.”
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When I first started 
school four years ago, I 
would have never imag-
ined how it would end. 
I came from a small 
school, so starting col-
lege was a big step. As 

a freshman looking for a 
job, I found a listing for 
multimedia journalist 
at Texan News. I did a 
little bit of news writing 
in UIL and was an Eng-
lish major, so I thought I 
could try this out. Now, 
four years later, I am 
the longest-serving TNS 
staff member so far.   

My time at TNS has 
defined my college ex-
perience; it has given me 
so many opportunities 
and allowed me to form 
lifetime friendships. Not 
to mention the prepara-
tion for a professional 
career. Working at TNS 
allowed me to learn so 
many different skills 
that I know will help me 

for a lifetime. 
I applied to Tarleton 

as an art major and then 
changed to English be-
cause I wasn’t sure I 
could make a career out 

of something I enjoy 
doing.  I loved English 
and how much it was 
strengthening my writ-

ing and reading skills. 
About two years in, I 
missed making art. I 
never wanted to quit 
my English degree, so I 
added an art one on. The 

last two years of doing 
both degrees was diffi-
cult, but I am so glad I 
took the leap. I believe 

taking classes both as a 
liberal and fine arts ma-
jor truly made me into a 
more well-rounded per-
son. Studying cultures, 
languages, literature, 

and art from all over the 
world has helped me to 
be more open-minded 
and appreciative of life 

in general. This experi-
ence is one I will cherish 
for years to come, and I 
have had such an amaz-
ing time learning from 
all my professors and 
I am grateful for their 
mentorship.   

I would like to thank 
everyone who helped 
me get to this point: fam-
ily, teachers, and college 
professors who always 
strived to make me a 
better student and per-
son. I will miss my days 
as a Tarleton student and 
Texan News staffer, but 
I know there are even 
better things ahead and I 
feel ready for them more 
than ever. 

Five years later and 
It’s finally done! I am 
done with this B.S., lit-
erally.  

Although I am sad that 
I won’t be able to walk 
the stage until August, I 
am happy with the fact 
that I am done with this 
chapter of my life and I 
can move on to bigger 
things.   

Working at Texan 
News has molded me 
into the journalist I am 
today. I have experi-
enced and learned so 
much in the amount of 
time I have been here, 
that I am confident go-
ing into the next chapter 
in my life.   

So many people have 

helped me get to where 
I am, but I want to per-
sonally thank Dan and 

Kathryn Malone. I can-
not count the amount of 
times I have called Dan 

about something and 
he drops whatever he’s 
doing (probably feed-

ing cows) to help advise 
me. Kathryn has always 
been so helpful and 

kind. They have both 
made this experience 
for me even better than 

I could imagine, and I 
wouldn’t be where I am 
today without them.  

Tarleton has a special 
place in my heart and I 
will always cherish the 
fact that I decided to 
come here on a whim 
two years ago. So, to 
my fellow peers reading 
this, if there’s anything 
I’ve learned here in the 
last two years studying 
journalism, it’s this: Ask 
questions, dig deeper 
and fight the power.   

“Catch ya on the flip-
pity flip.” -Michael 
Scott, “The Office.”   

It is hard to describe 
what it means to be a 
first-generation student 
who will graduate col-
lege. I am glad I did it 
here at Tarleton State 

University. This is defi-
nitely an odd time to 
graduate in this histori-
cal time of 2020. It feels 
almost like it’s not hap-
pening, but I’m glad 
Tarleton offered to let 
seniors walk the stage in 
August. I want to walk 
the stage for my parents, 
my siblings and myself.   

I still remember walk-
ing into my first class 
feeling tense, nervous 
and sweaty. I can’t even 
recognize the old me be-
cause now I feel accom-
plished, confident, and 
calm.   

Texan News has defi-
nitely contributed to 
the “new” me. Thanks 

to Dan, I started intern-
ing at Texan News as 
a guest writer, which I 
suggest students do be-
cause it made me fall 
in love with journalism 
writing. When that in-
ternship was over, I was 
offered a position as a 

multimedia journalist.  
I would also like to 

thank some professors 
specifically and hope 
they see this. I would 
like to thank Dr. Cessna 
Winslow for making 
me feel like I chose the 
right career path and 

for always being there 
with advice. Thank 
you, Dr. Liza Benedict 
for all your classes that 
have contributed to my 
improvement and it’s 
something I’d continu-
ally use for the rest of 
my career.  

I am forever thankful 
for my Tarleton profes-
sors, classmates, co-
workers, and friends for 
my college experiences. 
I will hold these memo-
ries with me forever. 
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“This experience is one I will cher-
ish for years to come, and I have 
had such an amazing time learn-
ing from all my professors and I 
am grateful for their mentorship.”

“If there’s anything I’ve learned 
here in the last two years studying 
journalism, it’s this; Ask questions, 
dig deeper and fight the power.”

“I am forever thankful for my Tarleton 
professors, classmates, coworkers, and 
friends for my college experiences. I will 
hold these memories with me forever.”
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Tarleton Recreational Center offers virtual classes   

This spring semester 
at Tarleton State Univer-
sity has been something 
no one expected or was 
prepared for.  

Due to the COVID-19 
many events, class-
es and even access to 
the campus have been 
closed or restricted. Stu-
dents have been looking 
for answers concern-
ing refunding housing 
payments and when the 
recreation center, which 
was the last building to 
close on campus, will 
open again.  

Many students were 
wondering if the recre-
ational classes that they 
paid for this semester 
were going fully online 
or if they were going to 
be given refunds due to 
the recreational center 
closing.  

Shanna Moody, a staff 
member for the recre-
ation center at Tarleton 
who oversees all train-
ing programs, train-
ing staff and recreation 
classes, came up with 
the idea of moving the 
classes online.  

“This was a pretty 
universal response in 
the fitness industry and 
in collegiate recreation. 
Streaming fitness plat-
forms are a trending 
technology that is a great 
fitness option now and in 
the future. Working out 
through an app on your 
phone or on your televi-

sion isn’t quite the same 
as getting to the gym, 
but if you can motivate 
yourself to start, these 
and other options can 
provide a sweat, burn or 
stress release that many 
people are missing,” 
Moody said.  

Each virtual class of-
fered is the same run-
ning time as face-to-face 
classes, but now they are 
being held through the 
Zoom app.  

Moody and the recre-
ational staff are cooper-
ating with Tarleton offi-
cials on monitoring the 
COVID-19 pandemic in 
Earth County, therefore 
they don’t know when 
the recreational center 
will start offering face-
to-face classes again.   

“The university is co-
ordinating closely with 
local responders and the 
Texas Department of 
State Health Services on 
its response, including 
contingency planning 
and will continue to do 
so,” Moody said. “Stu-
dents can attend face 
to face classes when 
shelter-in-place restric-
tions are lifted, and the 
university provides up-
dates. Tarleton State 

University will continue 
to maintain the Tarleton 
COVID-19 website with 
the most current infor-
mation and will commu-
nicate with students via 
email and through cam-
pus leadership.” 

The virtual classes 
have been a big hit since 
going fully online and 
using the Zoom app.  

“Yoga was our most 
popular face-to-face 
group fitness class prior 
to the pandemic and 
continues its popularity 
in the virtual platform 
as well. We are excited 
to see so many of our 
students finding value in 
slowing down, focusing 
on their breathing and 
connecting the mind and 
body in this unique way 
that provides so many 
physical and mental 
benefits,” Moody said.  

Since moving to fully 
virtual classes, Moody 
has seen a bright side to 
this. With most of her in-
structors being students 
as well as here on the 
Tarleton campus, there 
isn’t anything hold-
ing the instructors back 
from starting a class on 
time or making them 
late to one as well.  

“The instructors at 
campus recreation are 
also Tarleton students. I 
think this is extremely 
valuable in this time of 
uncertainty and makes 
our virtual classes a 
great resource for our 
students,” Moody said. 
“They can connect with 
other Tarleton students 
in a non-pressure, non-
judgmental environment 
that is positive, uplift-

ing, and encouraging. It 
is a way to participate 
without any of the nor-
mal barriers that our 
students encounter (i.e. 
not having enough time, 
no parking on campus, 
fear of judgment, em-
barrassment about par-
ticipating, body image 
issues, etc.). I also think 
it is nice for our partici-
pants to see our student 
instructors figuring out 
how to navigate the on-
line platforms and bal-
ance a healthy lifestyle, 
just like they are trying 
to do.” 

The recreational cen-
ter has virtual classes 
that you can sign up for 
by going to the recre-
ational center website 
or by visiting www.tar-

leton.edu/campusrec/
fitness-wellness/index.
html.  

“The link above will 
take students to the cam-
pus recreation virtual 
group fitness schedule 
where the Zoom links 
are posted. There is also 
a request form link on 
this page for students to 
request virtual personal 
training and nutrition 
coaching services free 
of charge,” Moody said.   

On April 4, Dr. James 
Hurley, president of Tar-
leton State University, 
announced that he in-
structed VP Lon Reis-
man to purchase regular 
season championship 
rings and a banner for 
the efforts that were cut 
short due to COV-ID-19.  

The girls’ softball 
team was enjoying a 
successful year coming 
in at No. 20 in the final 
NFCA poll. They fin-
ished the year with a ro-
bust record of 19-4 and 
6-0 tops in the confer-
ence. Addi-tionally, they 
had a win-ning streak of 
six games long before 
the season was cut short. 
Overall, receiving their 
rings is only a small part 
of the recognition the 
players deserve.   

“We’re proud of the 
academic and athletic 
accomplishments of our 
softball team,” Hurley 

said. “It is a Tarleton  
tradition for conference 
champions to receive 
rings, and the softball 
team was on top of the  
conference when their  
season was canceled 
because of COVID-19. 
Our young ladies have 
earned this champion-

ship celebration.” 
Tarleton softball se-

niors Morgan Ling, Ka-
dyn Kirkpatrick, Desti-
ny Crumpley and Jordan 
Withrow said that it’s a 
bittersweet end to a great 
season but are glad Hur-
ley chose to honor them 
with rings. With that be-
ing said, the women’s 

softball team will be 
keeping most of this first 
place contending team 
intact and should be in 
line for another good 
year. 

BY DEANDRE HOGG
Sports Editor
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The 2019-2020 Tarleton Softball team.                                        Photo courtesy of  Tarleton Athletics 

Schedule of virtual classes offered by the Tarleton Rec Center.                                     
                      Photo courtesy of  Tarleton Rec Center 

Tarleton softball team gets 
their championship rings  
BY CODY DROLET
Multimedia Journalist

“We’re proud of the academic 
and athletic accomplishments 
of our softball team...Our 
young ladies have earned this 
championship celebration.”

“Working out through an app on your phone or on 
your television isn’t quite the same as getting to 
the gym, but if you can motivate yourself to start, 
these and other options can provide a sweat, burn 
or stress release that many people are missing.”



Due to COVID-19, 
people are rushing to 
grocery stores to stock 
up on anything they 
think might come in 
handy during this pan-
demic, leaving some 
people unable to get nec-
essary items they need 
for day-to-day living. 
Thankfully, the good 
people of Erath County 
are banning together to 
help one another through 
this crucial time.  

“I HAVE EXTRA IF 
YOU NEED!!,” Dalton 
Hair posts on Facebook.  

Hair is an adminis-
trator on Erath County 
Breaking News. His 
post has over 189 com-
ments from people in 
the community trying to 
help each other.  

Hair’s post read, “Post 
is made to help each 
other out with whatever 
may be needed. If you 
have extra of something 
or need something kind-
ly ask of what you are 
in need of in these com-
ments. And if you have 
extra of something you 
don’t need, please let us 
know here.” 

Jessica Huxen provid-
ed a photo with informa-
tion on pantry services 
in Erath County in the 
comments as well.  

“I have toilet paper; I 
was able to buy a bigger 
pack of the kind we like. 
Free,” Allison Allee said 
in the comments with a 
photo attached.  

Additionally, lots of 
other people have of-
fered extra items they 
have to others and peo-
ple are responding to 
comments referencing 

where you can find cer-
tain products that are 
scarce.  

“I have 2 packs of Am-
azon Elementals sensi-
tive skin baby wipes for 
a mom in need,” Staci 
Arpin posted. 

The comments show 
appreciation for the 
people who are help-
ing others out during 
this historic event right 
now. If you are in need 
of certain supplies, you 
can comment on the 
post found on the Erath 
County Breaking News 
page on Facebook. Also 
remember, healthcare 
professionals recom-
mend wearing a mask 
and gloves when shop-
ping or getting items 
from others for your 
protection and theirs. It 
is always a good idea to 
wipe down items as well 
when out and about.  

day! I’m just excited for 
whenever life gets back 
to normal.” 

Senior general busi-
ness major Ethan Cassell 
said “In regard to the se-
mester being canceled, 
I think the university is 
doing what’s necessary 
and the best they can, 
just like everyone else. 
No one can really predict 

a pandemic or have an 
adequate plan for some-
thing that makes meet-
ing in-person extremely 
dangerous, especially 

something like classes, 
which is what the uni-
versity runs on. People 
from all over Texas and 
the country come to the 
university so who knows 
where everyone’s been, 
so I think it was in ev-
eryone’s best interest to 
move everything online, 
although it’s obviously 
not ideal. I’m glad that 
they can take the neces-
sary measures to try and 
help prevent the spread 
of the virus even though 
it’s difficult. I support 
the decision to move 

everything online while 
everything tries to calm 
down.”  

 More students aren’t 
happy, but they are 

trucking though it, just 
like everyone else. 

Freshman agribusi-
ness major Walker Kirk 
said “I’m not necessarily 
mad about the semester 
being transitioned to on-
line, but I’m not thrilled 
about it. I respect the ac-
tions that were taken by 
the university because I 
believe they were nec-
essary; however, being 
fully online does pose 
an inconvenience. Per-
sonally, I’m not the big-
gest fan of technology 
beyond the very basic 

functions and I typically 
learn better in a face to 
face, interactive class-
room, so that poses a 
challenge at times. I’m 

also disappointed be-
cause along with the 
transition, many events 
that I was looking for-
ward to had to be can-
celed or altered in ways 
that don’t give them the 
same feel. Overall, I’m 
disappointed that my 
first year at TSU had to 
end like this, but I re-
spect the actions taken 
by the university.”  

Sophomore psychol-
ogy major Karis Clark 
said “I’m a little an-
noyed about having to 
do everything online and 

stay in Stephenville just 
to be able to have Wi-Fi. 
I’m also very glad that 
they just didn’t cancel 
the rest of the semester 
and close the school. For 
me, it’s just another part 
of life, you just have to 
accept it and make it 
work and move on.”  

Freshman musical 
performance major Col-
by Dodson said. “In all 
honesty, I don’t mind 
doing classwork from 
home. It’s easier, in my 
opinion, to stay on task 
and get my work done as 

long as I can avoid pro-
crastinating. I do miss 
the social aspect of be-
ing on campus. I won’t 
get to see my friends 
until the summer or fall, 
or I guess until all of this 
COVID-19 stuff clears 
up.”  

The question remains 
how the fall 2020 se-
mester will begin, but 
students are hopeful that 
this pandemic will cease 
and the Tarleton student 
body can all be together 
again.  

The City of Stephen-
ville held a meeting on 
April 22 to discuss the 
upcoming plans regard-
ing reopening the city.   

Stephenville City 
Council passed a modi-
fication to their previous 
disaster declaration that 
said that they’re going 
to follow the reopening 
instructions that Abbott 
gives. The governor 
in GA-14, which was 
three executive orders 
ago, said that cities and 
councils cannot pass 
anything that is in con-
flict with his executive 
orders. 

Gov. Greg Abbott has 
taken full rights over 
Texas under the emer-
gency order and is able 
to suspend rules and 
laws during this time. 

Stephenville City 
Manager Allen Barnes 
said, “The council felt 
like it was better be-
cause we feel like he 
will be opening up the 
city pretty quickly from 
what we’re being told.” 

 “Rather than meet-
ing last week, to parallel 
what he said and rather 
than having a meeting 
the week after and so on 
they basically said we’re 
going to follow the gov 
orders. We really don’t 
know for sure other 
than what he said to the 
press, on what he’s go-
ing to do,” Barnes said.  

Abbott opened up 
state parks on April 19 
and more businesses 
were able to open April 
24 with stipulation that 
they do curbside sales.  

“There’s a lot that we 
don’t know,” Barnes 

said. “We’re following 
the state, we’re listening 
to our medical advisors 
and our public health of-
ficer. We’re listening to 
our citizens, we’re lis-

tening to our businesses 
and council has to make 
a Solomon type deci-
sion.” 

The City of Stephen-
ville is getting informa-
tion at the same rate as 
everyone else, so they 

will assess the situation 
as they learn more about 
what the governor is do-
ing. 

“We will find out 
Monday just like ev-

erybody else and figure 
out a strategy on how 
to implement that, what 
the governed has said. 
We’ve only had 13 cases 
here in Stephenville, and 
that’s from everyone 
taking this so serious-

ly,” Barnes said. “Had 
our folks not taken the 
shelter- in-place orders, 
had the university not 
closed, we’d be looking 
at hundreds of people in 

the hospital, hundreds of 
people that are sick.”  

Out of the 13 cases in 
Stephenville, one was an 
elderly man who passed 
away, 11 are out of isola-
tion, and they’re waiting 
on the second negative 

test to come back from 
the remaining person. 

 “Through what our 
folks did and through 
what our members of the 
community did, we took 
a very steep curve that at 
one point predicted that 
40 people in Stephen-
ville were going to die. 
We have not had another 
confirmed case since 
April 9 and that’s not to 
say that we won’t have 
another case come up 
today. You never know, 
but this is a testament to 
what Stephenville is,” 
Barnes said.  
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Stephenville plans to reopen in phases

Stephenville community comes 
together over coronavirus shortages

BY ALEXIS BURKETT
Multimedia Journalist

BY ARIEL SANCHEZ
Multimedia Journalist

Students 
react

Jaylee Nall   
            Photo courtesy Nall

Food pantry services located around Erath County.              
Photo courtesy of  Jessica Huxen

Ethan Cassell   
               Photo courtesy Cassell

Colby Dodson   
            Photo courtesy Dodson

“There’s a lot that we don’t know. We’re 
following the state, we’re listening to our 
medical advisors, our public health offi-
cer, we’re listening to our citizens, we’re 
listening to our businesses and council 
has to make a Solomon-type decision.”

“I don’t mind doing classwork from home. It’s easier, in my 
opinion, to stay on task and get my work done as long as I can 
avoid procrastinating. I do miss the social aspect of being 
on campus. I won’t get to see my friends until the summer 
or fall, or I guess until all of this COVID-19 stuff clears up.”



like this is huge ac-
complishment and he is 
grateful for the people in 
his life who helped him 
get to where he is today.  

In his speech he said, 
“First and foremost, I 
want to thank Meagan 
for putting up with me 
through the highs and 
lows since freshman 
year of high school. 
When we met seven 
years ago in Ms. Swill-
ing’s class, I prayed for, 
but never expected to be 
where we are today. I am 
so thankful for her love 
and support through-
out the years. I want to 
acknowledge my fam-
ily for their encourage-
ment during my time 
at Tarleton. Taylor and 
Mckenna, thank you for 
being my best friends, 
for always standing be-
side me, and for teach-
ing me so much about 
myself. And to my Tar-
leton family, thank you 
for providing me with 
experiences and rela-
tionships that will last 
a lifetime. Mike, Kristy, 
Erin, my Welcome Cen-

ter fam, the 2019 TTM 
Dream Team and the 
rest of Texan Nation, 
I owe so much to y’all 
and couldn’t thank you 
enough for your influ-
ence in my development 
as a person. Last but cer-
tainly not least, John T 
and Oscar P, thanks my 
dudes.”  

Ellner also wanted to 
add just how much the 
university means to him. 

“I am so proud to have 
attended such a special 
university and cannot 
wait to see where Tar-
leton goes from here. 
Since Duck Camp (WE 
LOVE IT!) three years 
ago, I have had the most 
incredible opportunities, 
made so many lasting 
memories, met some 
pretty amazing people 
and found the absolute 
best home away from 
home, right here at Tar-
leton State University. 
All I can say is I hope 
my kids bleed purple, 
because they’re the next 
generation of Tarleton 
Tour Guides. Thank 
you, Tarleton, bleed 

purple, and go Texans,” 
Ellner said.  

Ms. TSU Meagan An-
derson chimed in on her 
new role. 

Anderson has been 
very active over her time 
at Tarleton saying, “In 
In my time at Tarleton, 
I’ve been a Tarleton 
Transition Mentor, a 
Texan Orientation Lead-
er, a Student Director for 
New Student Programs, 

I was on the TSU Club 
Volleyball team, I was a 
member of the Kinesi-
ology and Fitness Club, 
I attended Alternative 
Spring Break the past 
two years and I volun-
teered with the campus 
rec’s Unified Flag Foot-
ball team.”

Anderson said, “I am 
at a total loss for words! 
I was so surprised to 
even be nominated, so 
the fact that Tarleton 
students actually took 
the time to vote and vot-
ed for both me and Cam-
eron leaves me speech-
less! I’m just so thankful 
that the Tarleton student 
body thinks we are good 
representatives of this 
incredible university.” 

When Anderson 
graduates in December 
she’s hoping to obtain 
her doctoral degree in 
Occupational Therapy 
and dreams of one day 
working with kids with 

disabilities. 
Getting an award like 

this is a huge honor and 
Anderson added that 
she’s got a whole list of 
people who deserve rec-
ognition in helping her 
get where she is today. 

“I’ve got a whole list 
of people that deserve 
recognition, but I think 
at the top of that list 
are our families, Mike 
Barnette and Kristy 
O’Keefe. My family and 
Cameron’s have been 
nothing but supportive 
of us from the very be-
ginning of our college 
journeys and have been 
so understanding and 
encouraging toward all 
of our involvements. 
Mike and Kristy have 
whole-heartedly poured 
into us as people and 
professionals and have 
shaped us into the lead-
ers we are today,” An-
derson said.  

The couple has been 

together for seven years 
now and they both stated 
that the other was influ-
ential to them becoming 
the leader they are today.  

Anderson wanted to 
thank Mr. TSU. 

“I want to share a spe-
cial thank you to Camer-
on! He has been my best 
friend and biggest fan 
for the past seven years 
and I am beyond grate-
ful to have him by my 
side,” Anderson said.  

Tarleton State Univer-
sity is saying farewell to 
Student Body President, 
Tyler Schuster, as she 
graduates in May with 
a Bachelor of Science 
in agricultural services 
and development with 
a minor in agricultural 
economics.  

Schuster has been a 
part of the Student Gov-
ernment Association 
(SGA) for the last two 
years and has served 
as both congressperson 
as well as student body 
president during that 
time. She began her term 
as president on May 1, 
2019, and her time in 
office ends on April 30, 
2020. 

When Schuster began 
her journey in SGA, she 
was very involved in the 
College of Agriculture 
and Environmental Sci-
ences but had no idea 
who represented the col-
lege.  

“I decided that I want-
ed to run and represent 
the College of Ag be-
cause I felt like students 

should know who their 
leaders are… It’s very 
rare that I don’t know 
someone within the Col-
lege of Ag just because 
I spend so much time 
specifically in the build-
ing, in the offices and in-
teracting with students,” 
Schuster said.  

Schuster has been 
very involved on cam-
pus since beginning her 
term. There are not very 

many people who do not 
know her name. She has 
made a point to let the 
student body know who 
is taking care of them.  

Since becoming the 
student body president, 
Schuster has gotten to 
be a part of so many dif-
ferent things.  

“I got to help plan al-
most all of the home-
coming activities, I got 
to serve on the search 
committee for Dr. Hur-
ley, I attended four grand 
openings and I’ve gotten 
to experience a lot of fun 
opportunities,” Schuster 
said. 

She also opened up 
about how not every mo-
ment has been great, but 
all the students and fun 

activities were worth it.  
The way SGA has 

benefited Schuster has 
been through the people 
she has gotten to inter-
act with and who have 
pushed her to be her 
best.  

“The most valuable 
part of being in SGA 

was that I got to give 
back to the university 
and the students who 
gave me so much. I met 
the people who really 
pushed me to chase my 
dreams,” Schuster said. 

If anyone is consider-
ing running for a spot 
in SGA, but is still on 
the fence, here is what 
Schuster had to say.

“Just do it. You never 
know until you try and 
within SGA there’s so 
many different opportu-
nities to represent dif-
ferent areas on campus. 
Why not be the voice 
for something you’re so 
passionate about. SGA 
is going to give you 
some vital leadership 
skills that you’re going 
to gain through events 
and meetings,” Schuster 
said.  

The biggest lesson 
Schuster learned from 
being in SGA is the les-
son of life. 

“You have to do the 
hard things. As a leader, 
you have to make hard 
decisions that you hope 
are the right decisions… 
I just learned that in 
life there are things 
that sometimes are go-

ing to be hard to do, but 
people are trusting us as 
humans to do the right 
thing and be the right 
person in that situation,” 
Schuster said. 

Schuster offered one 
last piece of advice. 

“Stay true to yourself 

and who you are and 
know that your Tarleton 
family is here for you. It 
has been my honor and 
pleasure to serve you 
over the last year and 
I wish you all the best. 
Roll, Texans,” Schuster 
said. 
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Farewell to Student Body President Tyler Schuster
BY KALEY DOWELL
Multimedia Journalist

Mr. and Ms. TSU

Mr. and Ms. TSU are chosen each year by the student body voting on TexanSync.              
Photo courtesy SGA

Schuster has been a part of  SGA for the last two years and 
has served as both congressperson as well as student body 
president.                  Photo courtesy SGA

“Stay true to yourself and 
who you are and know that 
your Tarleton family is here 
for you. It has been my hon-
or and pleasure to serve you 
over the last year and I wish 
you all the best. Roll Texans.”

“Being nominated alongside such a stellar 
group made the feeling even more unbeliev-
able. Each of these students are prime examples 
of reflecting Tarleton’s core values in everyday 
life, and I am so grateful for the mark each of 
them have left on my Tarleton journey. Tarleton 
State is a remarkable place and I’m so proud 
to continue representing my Texan family.” 

Got a news tip? 
Email us at 

editor@
texannews.net
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Professors have had to 
adjust to online classes 
just as much as students 
have. Some of them 
have been able to move 
into an online environ-
ment with very little dif-
ficulty, but others have 
had a harder time adjust-
ing.  

Department of Com-
munication Studies as-
sistant professor Liza 
Benedict has confidence 
in her students from 
what she’s seen during 
the transition. 

“Our students and fac-
ulty are having to make 
enormous adjustments 
during this bizarre time 
in our history. I’m proud 
of what I’m observing; 
I think my students are 
rising to the challenge. 
I hope those who are 
struggling will reach out 
to me or to any of their 
faculty. I know we all 
want to help,” Benedict 
said.  

Department of Com-
munication Studies as-
sociate professor Dr. 
Charles Howard ex-
pressed concern with the 
preparedness of students 
coming out of this se-
mester. His concern lies 
with the access students 
have to the tools needed 
for taking classes online 
and their ability to main-
tain focused on the fin-
ish line. 

“There are many 
weaknesses to this pro-
cess. Uneven Wi-Fi, 
uneven technology, stu-

dents losing contact with 
each other and the lack 
of hands-on learning. I 
feel many faculty have 
lowered standards in 
many ways to accommo-
date students during this 
crisis. Many students 
will be unprepared for 
the next level because of 
this crisis.  Also, many 
students are losing focus 
because they don’t have 
discipline to remain at-
tentive with having to 
go to class. I suspect we 
will see a very uneven 
pattern with it comes to 
learning after this se-
mester,” Howard said.  

The College of Busi-
ness Administration 
department head Reg-
gie Hall is one of many 
professors who misses 
interacting with his stu-
dents face to face. He 
also expects to see a 
change in higher educa-
tion moving forward. 

“I am handling the 
transition relatively 
well; although I really 
do miss the enthusiasm 
and energy of working 
with college students in 
the face-to-face envi-
ronment. I am working 
100% from home which 
I am grateful to be af-
forded this opportunity,” 
Hall said. 

Hall continued, “The 
students that I have en-
countered seem to be ad-
justing well for the most 
part. I have had very few 
student issues and most 
encounters with students 
have been positive and 
they are remaining resil-
ient and optimistic. The 

situation we are in is 
definitely unique. There 
will be some hurdles 
that lie ahead. The busi-
ness of higher education 
will likely change as a 
result. The environment 
of family and care at 
Tarleton will be invalu-
able in the days and 
months going forward.”  

College of Science 
and Technology pro-
fessor of chemistry Dr. 
Linda Schultz is happy 
with the way Tarleton 
was able to transfer to an 
online format and feels 
fortunate to be a profes-
sor at Tarleton during 
this time.

“I miss the students! 
Direct personal interac-
tion between students 
and faculty has always 
been one of Tarleton’s 
greatest attributes. How-
ever, nobody saw this 
pandemic coming, and 
we are all incredibly for-
tunate that Tarleton had 
the talented staff and 
physical resources to en-
able us all to switch over 
to online instruction 
with almost no warning. 
However, I will be glad 
to get back to normal,” 
Schultz said.  

Department of Animal 
Science and Veterinary 
Technology, Southwest 
Regional Dairy Center 
Director Dr. Barbara 
Jones also recognizes 
the struggle some of her 
students have had with 
the new instruction for-
mat. She especially rec-
ognizes the struggle for 
students without internet 
access at home. 

“I think the transition 

is going well. It is amaz-
ing, to me, that profes-
sors were presented with 
a monumental task of 
transitioning classes to 
an online setting within 
a week and were able to 
complete the task with 
relative ease. Beyond 
that, I think students 
have adjusted relatively 
well given the circum-
stance. I empathize with 
students that do not 
have internet; that is a 
really difficult issue to 
be presented with. Many 
students that have this 
problem have handled it 
well and are still able to 
complete their work and 
watch lectures,” Jones 
said.  

School of Nursing in-
structor Ashley Davis-
Fantauzzi says she looks 

to comedy shows to 
help cope with her new 
circumstances. She like 
several other professors 
have had to navigate the 
world of online teaching 
as well as homeschool-
ing her children. Many 
of her senior nursing 
students have expressed 
concern when it comes 
to licensing exams and 
graduation. 

“I don’t think I’m 
alone when I say this 
transition has been a 
struggle. Within the 
CHSHS, many students 
require clinical hours 
for degree completion 
and licensure. With 
clinical sites unavailable 
and labs closed, we have 
had to quickly figure out 
how to provide alterna-
tive options that still 

meet student outcomes. 
I am very proud of the 
way our faculty, staff, 
and administration have 
responded and I am ap-
preciative of our stu-
dents for being patient 
and flexible,” Davis-
Fantauzzi said. 

The professors at Tar-
leton believe in their stu-
dents and continue to be 
champions for their suc-
cess. Even with the trials 
they’ve had to overcome 
due to COVID-19, both 
in their personal and 
professional lives, they 
continue to cheer the 
students of Tarleton on. 
If you need help in any 
of your classes, don’t be 
afraid to reach out; there 
will be a helping hand 
waiting.  

Tarleton professors react to coronavirus
BY RENEE BURNS
Multimedia Journalist
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Standardized testing 
for the fall 2021 ad-
missions cycle is being 
made optional by many 
universities and may be 
administered online due 
to COVID-19 guide-
lines. 

At this time Tarleton 
State University will not 
be waiving test scores or 
making them optional 
for fall 2021 applicants, 
but will continue to as-
sess the situation as well 
as students to take en-
trance exams. 

“Tarleton will contin-
ue to monitor decisions 
by the College Board 
and ACT to administer 
exams through the sum-
mer,” Cecilia Jacobs, 
assistant vice president 
for marketing and com-
munications, said. 

According to an an-
nouncement on its 
website, College Board 
has cancelled the ad-
ministration of the SAT 
scheduled for June 6. If 
allowed by national re-
strictions, they plan to 
“provide weekend SAT 
administrations every 
month through the end 
of the calendar year, be-
ginning in August.” 

ACT rescheduled its 

April 4 test date to June 
13 and is offering free 
rescheduling to the June 
date or another future 
date. National restric-
tions and guidelines will 
determine if this date 
will be maintained. 

ACT and College 
Board have prepared 
online versions of their 
tests that students can 
take at home. The proc-
tored at home testing 
option of the ACT exam 
will be offered in late fall 
or early winter this year. 
In the case of College 
Board’s SAT, the op-
tion will largely depend 
on whether students are 
able to return to school 
in the fall or not. 

While no changes are 
being made to Tarleton’s 
admission requirements, 
Tarleton understand that 
this is a time of uncer-
tainty for many high 
school students. 

“Although the current 
plan is to continue with 
existing admission re-
quirements for fall 2021, 
we will be responsive 
and support students as 
they begin their univer-
sity experience,” Jacobs 
said.  

The university has 
no plans to change the 
opening date for fresh-
man applications, which 

is July 1. Tarleton re-
ceives most applications 
from high school seniors 
later in the year.  

“Historically, peak 
months for freshman 
applications to Tarleton 
are October through De-
cember,” Jacobs said. 
“Unless something 
changes, we anticipate 
that the availability of 
ACT and SAT testing 
through the summer and 
early fall will support 
the typical distribution 
of applications.” 

Many universities, in-
cluding Texas Christian 
University, are citing 
anxiety students may 
be experiencing during 
the pandemic as their 

reason for waiving test 
score requirements for 
fall 2021 admissions. 
Other universities had 
already made standard-
ized tests optional on the 
basis that some students 
do not have the same ac-
cess to test prep classes 
which can put them at a 
disadvantage.  

According to TCU’s 
website, “Students 
should consider their 
academic record in ad-
dition to their co-curric-
ular experiences when 
making their decision 
on whether to include 
test scores.” 

As for current students 
entering the fall 2020 se-
mester at Tarleton, they 

should expect classes to 
resume as usual. More-
over, the university 
hasn’t made any official 
changes to classes in the 
fall semester but is dis-
cussing several options 
should the need arise.  

“We expect to resume 
normal operations this 
fall, but it’s too early to 
make predictions. Be-
cause we can’t be cer-
tain what the fall 2020 
semester will look like, 
we’re planning for mul-
tiple scenarios to en-
sure student safety and 
promote academic suc-
cess,” Jacobs said. 

Like everyone else, 
the university is continu-
ing to take precautions 

regarding the health 
and safety of the Tar-
leton community. They 
will continue to monitor 
information about the 
coronavirus pandemic 
and make decisions ac-
cordingly.  

“Tarleton continues 
to monitor COVID-19 
and follow guidance 
from local, state and na-
tional public health and 
governmental authori-
ties,” Jacobs said. “We 
promise to keep our stu-
dents, faculty and staff 
informed and provide 
details on fall classes as 
soon as we can.” 

Colleges waive entrance exam requirements in wake of COVID-19 
BY RENEE BURNS
Multimedia Journalist

SAT testing schedule for the remainder of 2020.                       Photo courtesy College Board Facebook
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