
Everyone is well 
aware that the world is 
in a global pandemic 
due to the coronavirus. 
It is so widespread that 
it has begun to reach all 
corners of the globe, in-
cluding Erath County. 

According to the Tex-
as Tribune, as of April 

5, there have been 6,812 
confirmed cases in Tex-
as, 127 of which result-
ed in death.  

Stephenville officials 
had notified residents of 
Erath County that a man 
living in Stephenville 
was the first to test posi-
tive for COVID-19. The 
man is employed by the 

Texas A&M Research 
Center in Stephenville 
and has reached out to 
coworkers, family mem-
bers and others that he 
has had contact with.  

“As someone who 
lives in Stephenville, I 
prepared for the thought 
of someone getting it. 
Now that someone ac-
tually has it and is from 
here, I’m afraid to even 

go back home to my 
grandparents. What if I 
have it and I don’t have 
any symptoms or I’m 
just a carrier,” Emily 
Woods said. 

Woods is a senior at 
Tarleton State Univer-
sity and lives off cam-
pus. She expressed her 
concern surrounding the 

situation and is worried 
she may have had con-
tact with the man. 

Locations where one 
can get tested for the 
virus in Stephenville in-
clude Stephenville Med-
ical and Surgical Clinic 
as well as SurePoint 
Medical Clinic. Most 
places testing for CO-
VID-19 will focus on 
high-risk patients. Older 

adults and people who 
have severe underly-
ing medical conditions, 
like heart disease, lung 
disease, cancer patients 
and diabetics, seem to 
be at higher risk for de-
veloping more serious 
complications from the 
COVID-19 virus. 

“I hope to get tested 

and make sure I am in 
the clear before I go 
home to my grandpar-
ents who are at higher 
risk to get the virus,” 

Woods said.  
As of April 5, there 

has been four cases of 
COVID-19 in Stephen-
ville confirmed by The 

Flash Today, making 
that 10 confirmed cases 

According to Parker 
LLP Attorneys at Law, a 
disaster declaration is a 
formal request made by 
a public official, such as 
the governor of Texas, 
stating that they can no 
longer aid a disaster on 
their own and need gov-
ernment assistance.  

After the governor of a 
state requests a disaster 
declaration, the presi-
dent then approves or 
denies the request.  

“An effective response 
is beyond the capabilities 
of the state and affected 

local governments, and 
supplementary federal 
assistance is necessary 
to save lives, to protect 
property, public health, 
and safety and to lessen 
or avert the threat of a 
larger disaster,” Gov. 
Greg Abbott stated in 
his request.  

President Donald 
Trump approved the re-
quest granting a Major 
Disaster Declaration 
for Texas on March 25, 
which will provide Tex-
as with federal resources 
to help fight COVID-19. 

Erath County com-
missioners issued a 
shelter-in-place order on 

March 25, which will be 
in effect until April 1 at 
11:59 p.m. 

People may only leave 
their homes for “essen-
tial activities” defined 
by the Erath County 
Commissioners.  

“To engage in activi-
ties or perform tasks es-
sential to their health and 
safety or to the health 
and safety of their fam-
ily or household mem-
bers… To obtain neces-
sary services or supplies 
for themselves and their 
family or household 
members, or to deliver 
those services or sup-
plies to others… To en-

gage in outdoor activity, 
provided the individuals 
comply with social dis-
tancing requirements of 
six feet… To perform 
work or travel to and 
from jobs, including 
construction or agricul-
tural services… To care 
for a family member or 
pet in another house-
hold,” the county said.  

For more informa-
tion about the shelter in 
place order, you can go 
to https://www.co.erath.
tx.us/DocumentCenter/
View/1220/Erath-Or-
der-Declaring-Disaster-
3-25-2020-PDF 

The Texas Department 

of State Health Services 
developed an interac-
tive map that is updated 
daily of the COVID-19 
cases in Texas. To find it 
you can go to https://tx-

dshs.maps.arcgis.com/
apps /opsdashboard /
index.html#/ed483ecd-
702b4298ab01e8b9caf-
c8b83 

Dr. James Hurley, Tar-
leton State University’s 
president, announced on 
March 24, that spring 
commencement and 
graduation ceremonies 
will be postponed until 
August of this year.  

Tarleton released a 
statement saying, “Due 
to the ongoing CO-
VID-19 situation, May 
commencement cer-
emonies have been 
postponed until August. 
Please mark your calen-
dar for August 7th-9th. 
Details regarding specif-

ic ceremony times and 
dates will be forthcom-
ing.” 

Tarleton’s two gradu-
ation ceremonies will 
be combined during the 
weekend of Aug. 7. This 
notice was given early 
in advance to allow stu-
dents and families time 
to decide graduation 
plans accordingly.  

“It was imperative that 
we make this decision 
now to allow families 
adequate time to make 
travel and work leave 
plans. We must all hope 
this terrible virus is be-
yond us, so we can cel-
ebrate the successes of 

our Tarleton Class of 
2020,” Tarleton stated. 

Senior Tarleton stu-
dents have expressed 

their opinions in inter-
views with Texan News.  

 “I was very much 

looking forward to being 
able to walk across the 
stage at the end of this 
semester. I had already 

told my family the dates 
of my graduation so 
they could book flights. 

I have had a challenging 
college career and could 
not wait to walk across 
that stage. However, be-
cause of COVID-19 I 
now have to wait even 
longer,” Bryson Prachyl, 
a senior general studies 
major, said.  

“I think it’s sad if 
you’re peaking in col-
lege but for me there’s 
better things that will 
happen in my life I’m 
looking forward to. Tbh 
[sic] not gonna walk on 
the postponed date bc 
[sic] I’ll be doing more 
important things,” Tag 
Locklar, senior comput-
er information systems 

major, said.  
Other Tarleton seniors 

took to social media, 
such as Twitter, to ex-
press their thoughts and 
feelings on the situation.  

Twitter user @Shar-
la_harris tweeted “…I 
support their decision 
to postpone graduation, 
but this doesn’t mean I 
can’t be sad about it.”  

Twitter user @Shel-
by_doran tweeted 
“Graduation being post-
poned is probably the 
worst news to hear after 
working towards that 
day for 4 years… hop-
ing all of this blows over 
quickly.”  
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This infographic shows a COVID-19 tracker of all the cases in Texas. This image 
shows the latest count as of April 7, 2020.               
                           Graphic courtesy Texas Health and Human Services

COVID-19 cases continue to increase 
in Stephenville

What disaster declaration means for Texans

Tarleton spring graduates to walk the stage in August 

BY ARIEL SANCHEZ
Multimedia Journalist

BY KALEY DOWELL
Multimedia Journalist

BY ALEXIS BURKETT
Multimedia Journalist

“As someone who lives in Stephenville, I pre-
pared for the thought of someone getting it. 
Now that someone actually has it and is from 
here, I’m afraid to even go back home...”

“I have had a challenging 
college career and could 
not wait to walk across 
that stage. However, be-
cause of COVID-19 I now 
have to wait even longer.”

Gov. Greg Abbott declares a statewide emergency amid new cases 
of COVID-19 in the state.                        Photo courtesy Texas Tribune
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Fostering animals is a 
great way to give back 
to your community and 
provide yourself with 
some adorable compa-
ny. You can foster a dog 
or cat for as long as you 
want or are able to, even 
if it’s just for the night. 
Now is a great time 
to contact your local 
shelter and find your-
self a quarantine buddy 
to keep you company 
while you’re staying in-
doors.  

Right after spring 
break ended and Tar-
leton State University 
announced all classes 
were moving online, I 
saw a Facebook post 

from the Erath County 
Humane Society look-
ing for a foster home for 
a pregnant cat they had, 
because a shelter isn’t 
the best place to have 
newborn kittens. I have 
always wanted to fos-
ter orphaned kittens be-
cause I follow an animal 
rights activist on social 
media called the Kitten 
Lady. She raises kittens 
and adopts them out 
when they are of age. 
I have always enjoyed 
seeing the kittens grow 
up and find their forever 
homes. Additionally, 

fostering is like an end-
less cycle of super cute 
kittens to play with. I 
knew I couldn’t do this 
as a full-time college 
student with a job, so 

when this opportunity 
came along due to CO-
VID-19, it was perfect. 

I’m an introvert so it’s 
easy to say I love my 
alone time and relax-
ation but staying indoors 
indefinitely with little 
human (or any) interac-
tion can make anyone 
feel stir crazy. I believe 
fostering is the perfect 
chance to have some 
company while inside. 
In my case, the momma 
cat would take care of 
her babies, so I just get 
to enjoy looking at them. 
Additionally, I could 

tell the momma cat was 
much more comfortable 
having her babies at my 
house than surrounded 
by other animals at the 
shelter.  

By fostering animals, 
you’re giving them a 
comfortable and safe 
space until they find a 
permanent home instead 
of allowing them to stay 
in kennels at a shelter 
surrounded by other ani-
mals. That is in no way 
talking down to the local 
shelter; they do a fantas-
tic job and their employ-
ees have a real passion 
for the work, it’s just a 
very stressful environ-
ment for animals that are 
used to having a home.  

So far, I have enjoyed 
fostering and I know 
that if I didn’t have 
some sort of company, I 
would be far more tired 
of being stuck inside. 
Having an animal to take 
care of also gives me a 
routine and responsibil-
ity, therefore prevent-
ing me from becoming 
completely unmotivated 
and immobile. Transi-
tioning to working and 
doing classes online was 
definitely difficult to 
adjust to, however, fos-
tering has helped give a 
structure to my days. If 
you are looking to help 
out the local shelter and 

need some company 
during the lockdown, 
I strongly encourage 
you to consider foster-

ing. Who knows––you 
might find your new 
best friend! 

This isn’t to speak 
for everyone else, but I 
believe that graduating 
from college and walk-
ing the stage are both 
very important accom-
plishments in someone’s 

life. They are so impor-
tant, in fact, that I have 
a friend who was going 
to miss her boyfriend’s 
birthday to come and 
see me graduate.  

I had told her not to 
worry about it, it’s not 
like I’m getting married, 
and she said, “Mmmm 
no, it’s equally impor-
tant, Sarah Hayner.”  

Graduation for the 
class of 2020 has basi-
cally been ripped from 
our hands. Yes, Tarleton 
State University is still 
having one for us in Au-
gust, but it still feels like 
it has been taken from 
my grasp. 

Don’t get me wrong, I 

know why they are do-
ing it and I completely 
understand, howev-
er, that doesn’t mean 
that there isn’t a slight 
pain in my chest at the 
thought of not getting to 
walk the stage in May. I 
am choosing to remain 
optimistic though. If I 
don’t have a job by then, 
then I will most defi-
nitely walk in August, 
but if I do have a job by 
then, then there’s a good 
chance I won’t see the 
point in coming back for 
it. 

Also, who’s to say that 
this pandemic lasts even 
past that, and we don’t 
ever get the chance to 

walk. Positive thoughts 
though, folks. 

It makes me sad to 
think that I might not 
get to walk because I 
personally have been 
looking forward to this 
for the last five years. 
I graduated from high 
school in 2015 and I 
took the long and pain-
ful road because I was 
naïve, life happens and 
I didn’t try harder start-
ing out. Life happens, 
and that’s OK. Life isn’t 
a race.  

I started college as a 
business management 
major. I went to the Uni-
versity of Texas at Ar-
lington and my whole 
vision was swiped clean 
because of those blasted 
math classes I had to 
take. Fast forward to 
2018 and I transferred to 
Tarleton with the hope 
that I would graduate 
as a Texan in 2020 as a 
communications major.  

Now it’s 2020 and I 

don’t get to walk across 
the stage while my 
whole family yells and 
cheers from the stands, 
but you know what, 
that’s OK. Not being 
able to walk across a 
stage doesn’t ruin it for 
me. I still graduated, I 
got my diploma and I 

am one whole degree 
smarter now. The coro-
navirus thought it won, 
but we still get what we 
paid for.  

If any big shots from 
the news market are 
reading this— please 
hire me!   
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Mom cat, Hebe, and her two babies will all be ready for adop-
tion in a few weeks. ECHS also has three more litters ready to 
be fostered.                                      
      Photos by Arynn Tomson

Posing outside the Tarleton gates so I could say I at least took 
some kind of grad pictures.                                      
            Photos courtesy Sarah Hayner

BY ARYNN TOMSON
Art Director

BY SARAH HAYNER
Editor-in-chief

“Graduation for the class of 2020 has been 
basically ripped from our hands. Yes, Tarleton 
is still having one in August for us, but it still 
feels like it has been taken from my grasp.”

“If I didn’t have some sort 
of company, I would be far 
more tired of being stuck in-
side. Having an animal to 
take care of also gives me a 
routine and responsibility.”
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Coronavirus cuts athletes’ final season short 

It is safe to say that 
2020 has gone a lot dif-
ferent than what most 
people had planned for, 
especially where ath-
letes are concerned. In 
March alone, every-
thing from the NBA all 
the way to the NCAA 
spring semester of 
sports were cancelled 
due to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19).  

For student athletes in 
college, one thing is cer-
tain — this was the last 
time for seniors to don 
their school colors and 
their time was cut short 
thanks to COVID-19.  

The virus has impact-
ed Tarleton State Uni-

versity athletics as well 
through the cancellation 
of the women’s basket-
ball postseason, softball 
and baseball seasons, 
track and field events, as 
well as golf.  

“When I first saw the 
news, I couldn’t really 
believe it. I was about 
to start my last outdoor 
track season of my ca-
reer and it was over 
just like that. It’s dev-
astating because I can’t 
enjoy running with my 
teammates at meets, op-
portunities for personal 
records and winning 
medals. At the end of 
the day I understand the 
decision because it’s for 
everyone’s safety and as 
time goes on I believe 
others will understand 
why everyone’s sea-
son ended so abruptly,” 

Quenten Lasseter, senior 
distance runner, said.  

COVID-19 may have 
taken away many se-
niors’ last season of eli-

gibility to play, howev-
er, it can’t take away the 
memories that athletes 
have made during their 
fours year of being in 
college.  

“My four years at 
Tarleton were noth-
ing short of amazing. 
I achieved more than I 

ever dreamed athleti-
cally when I first arrived 
here as a freshman. The 
friendships and expe-
riences over my four 

years as an athlete is 
priceless. I love Tarleton 
and I will always bleed 
purple,” Lasseter said. 

Reports from ESPN 
were saying the NCAA 
were thinking about giv-
ing senior athletes an ex-
tra year of eligibility for 
the 2021 season. This 

came after professional 
leagues such as NBA, 
NHL and MLB stated 
they would resume play 
throughout the latter 
part of the summer.   

While some athletes 
welcome the idea of 
playing for one more 
season, others are set 
to graduate in May 
and wouldn’t take the 
chance if presented.  

“I know there have 
been talks about giving 
spring athletes an ex-
tra season of eligibility, 
but personally for me I 
would not take it. The 
reason for this is simply 
because I am set to grad-
uate in May, and I do not 
have current plans of 
getting my master’s so 
it would be somewhat 
pointless to stick around 
another year for just a 

semester,” Lasseter said.  
Lasseter plans on 

teaching and coaching 
next year, after the quar-
antine period ends.  

“I believe it’s time for 
me to move on as an 
athlete and transition 
into my career of want-
ing to be a coach and a 
teacher,” Lasseter said.  

Like many top athletes 
around the country, Las-
seter ended the inter-
view with a message to 
every senior athlete. 

“I want to say to all 
senior athletes out there 
that we are in this to-
gether and we will get 
through this. I know it’s 
tough having our last 
season taken away, but 
the health and safety 
of others is bigger than 
us in grand scheme of 
things,” Lasseter said.         

Georgia Capell is one 
of Tarleton State Uni-
versity’s great softball 
players of the season. 
She has been named 
an all-American player 
for the past two years 
for hitting back-to-back 
double digit home runs.  

Capell has already lit 
up the Tarleton softball 
program after only two 
seasons of donning the 
purple and white uni-
form.  

“The thing I love most 
about being at TSU is 
the atmosphere here in 
Stephenville, it feels like 

I’m at home. The girls 
on the team are family 
to me and they make it 
so easy to come to prac-
tice every day. They all 
have a special place in 
my heart,” Capell said.  

Capell values her 
teammates and fam-
ily over individual ac-
colades and awards. 
She recalls that being a 
two-time all-American 
player is a huge honor, 
however, it’s more about 
the team as a whole and 
how everyone works to-
gether to be a cohesive 
unit.  

“It’s pretty cool, but 
in the end all the awards 
don’t matter to me as 
much as the bonds I 

have made with the girls 
over the years. I would 
have never been able to 
get these awards with-
out them pushing me to 
become a better player,” 
Capell said.  

She is always looking 
for ways to improve her 
skill sets as a player and 
has set the record for 
most home runs in TSU 
history.  

“I am very excited to 
reach that milestone, 
and I can’t wait to keep 
building onto that,” Ca-
pell said.  

After being on the last 
two TSU softball teams 
that suffered heartbreak-
ing losses in the play-
offs, Capell is looking 

for the ultimate team 
goal this season in order 
to persevere and break 
their losing streak.  

“To win the natty! I 
love this team so much 
and I think everyone has 
a special role to help us 
win it all,” Capell said. 

She knows that in or-
der for the TSU Softball 
team to win the National 
Championship it starts 
at practice.  

Capell said, “We need 
to continue doing what 
we are already doing. 
Every person works 
hard at practice every 
single day and everyone 
has the passion to win 
all.” 

Capell developed her 

work ethic and outlook 
from her biggest influ-
encer, her dad.  

“He has been the one 
that has always pushed 
me and expected the 
most out of me, but at 
the same time was my 
biggest supporter and 
cheerleader regard-
less of the outcome. He 
introduced me to the 
game at a young age and 
helped me grow to love 
it. I am very passionate, 
and always loved the 
game of softball. It’s sad 
to think about how little 
time I have left to play 
it,” Capell said.  

With that being said, if 
Capell continues to play 
like she has been then 

her softball career is go-
ing to be cemented into 
TSU legacy. Her traits 
as a player are really 
what makes her stand 
out on the team and for 
herself.  

Tarleton State Univer-
sity hired Billy Gillispie 
as the new men’s head 
basketball coach on 
March 30 to help lead 
the charge heading into 
the Texan’s first season 
as a part of the West-
ern Athletic Conference 
next year.  

Gillispie last coached 
at Ranger Junior Col-
lege and his last major 
division head coaching 
job was at Texas Tech in 
2011 to 2012. 

Gillispie brings both 
experience and knowl-
edge to the Texan team.  
He has experience as 
a recruiter and many 
people even refer to him 
as an elite level of a re-
cruiter due to his four 
straight national top 25 
recruiting classes span-
ning from 2005 all the 
way to 2009. Gillispie 
also helped Baylor Uni-
versity obtain a sixth 

ranked recruiting class 
in 1996 with many of 
his players going to the 
NBA and even the NFL.  

At Texas A&M Gil-
lispie won a career-high 
of 27 games in the 2006-
2007 season, finishing 
second in the Big 12 
which later led to him 
winning the conference 
coach of the year. Fur-
thermore, that year Gil-
lispie and his Aggies 
had big wins over the 
conference powerhouse 
Jayhawks and the Kev-
in Durant Longhorns 
which led to their sixth 
place rank in the polls 
the following year. After 
leaving A&M, Gillispie 
moved on to become 
head coach at Kentucky 
for about three years.   

After being fired from 
Kentucky in 2009, he 
finally came back and 
was hired on in 2011 as 
Texas Tech’s 14th head 
coach. While at Texas 
Tech in 2012, player 
mistreatment allegations 

arose and he resigned 
in 2012 citing health 
concerns. In 2015, Gil-
lispie became Ranger 
College’s new basket-
ball coach, but later re-
tired from coaching in 
December 2016 citing 
health issues.  

Now he’s back and 

after being hired on 
by Tarleton, Gillispie 
couldn’t hold back his 
excitement saying, 
“Wow, what a blessing, 
I’ve always believed 
I have been the lucki-
est man alive and today 
continues to illustrate 
that thought.”  

Tarleton hired him on 
for the transition of the 
teams move from Divi-
sion II to Division I for 
the upcoming season.  

“I cannot wait to get 
started,” Gillispie said. 
“At Tarleton, we will 
be inheriting an ultra-
successful program that 

Lonn and Chris Reis-
man established as well 
as countless others that 
have poured their hearts 
and souls into Texan 
Basketball for more than 
30 years.”  

BY CODY DROLET
Multimedia Journalist
BY DEANDRE HOGG
Sports Editor
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Gillispie last coached at Ranger Junior College and his last major division head coaching job was at Texas Tech in 2011 to 
2012.                                                         Photo courtesy of  Tarleton Athletics 

Capell has been awarded  All 
American Player twice.                                      
 Photo courtesy of  

Tarleton Athletics 

Georgia Capell aims to win National Championship

Tarleton welcomes new men’s 
head basketball coach

BY DEANDRE HOGG
Sports Editor

BY DEANDRE HOGG
Sports Editor

“When I first saw the news, I 
couldn’t really believe it. I was 
about to start my last outdoor 
track season of my career and 
it was over just like that.”



in Erath County.  
If you believe you 

have been in contact or 
know that you have been 
in contact with someone 
who has tested positive 
for COVID-19, please 
get tested, self-quaran-
tine and notify anyone 
you have had contact 

with.  
According to the CDC, 

symptoms of COVID-19 
may appear in as few as 
two days or as long as 14 

days after exposure. 
For more informa-

tion on how to prevent, 
protect yourself, protect 
others, view frequently 
asked questions, etc. go 
to https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/
index.html or call 800-
232-4636.  

COVID-19, better-
known as the corona-
virus, is sweeping the 
nation. As this virus is 
causing a nationwide 
pandemic, humans must 
take all the necessary 
precautions to reduce 
the chance of obtain-
ing and transferring the 
virus. Health and safety 
precautions must be tak-
en to protect ourselves 
and reduce the spread of 
the virus striking the na-
tion.  

The Centers for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) has 
released information 
pertaining to preventing 
the contraction of CO-
VID-19.  

According to the 
CDC, whether preven-
tion methods are being 
taken in the workplace, 
homes, commercial es-
tablishments, or schools, 
we should prioritize 
good hygiene. It is ad-
vised to stop handshak-

ing and use other meth-
ods of greeting. Clean 
hands at the door of 
each establishment, and 
wash and sanitize hands 
in regular intervals. 
Limit the handling of 
cash. Disinfect regularly 
touched surfaces such as 
doorknobs, tables and 
handrails regularly. Ad-
ditionally, it is suggested 
to increase ventilation 
among buildings.  

Air travel is discour-
aged as well as public 
transportation. When 
travelling in taxis or 
ride shares it is advised 
to open the windows to 
increase ventilation, and 
regularly disinfect sur-
faces. 

Gov. Greg Abbott re-
leased orders March 26 
that air travelers flying 
into Texas from New Or-
leans, New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut 
must self-quarantine for 
14 days due to the pan-
demic.  

All large meetings are 

advised to meet online, 
or in an open well-ven-
tilated space. Gatherings 
and capacity are strong-
ly urged to be 10 or few-
er people at one time in 
one place.  

The CDC is discour-
aging food sharing but 
expecting food service 

employees to take ad-
ditional precautions to 
reduce the chance of 
spreading the virus.  

Every restaurant in 
Stephenville is carry-out 
and to-go only. Some 
restaurants are even of-
fering free delivery. 
There is no dine-in ser-

vice available until fur-
ther notice.  

Social distancing, self-
quarantine and frequent 
disinfection are the most 
recommended preven-
tion and safety methods 
to reduce the chances of 
contracting COVID-19. 

According to the 

CDC, COVID-19 symp-
toms include fever, 
shortness of breath and 
a cough. Symptoms may 
appear 2 to14 days after 
exposure. Call your doc-
tor for medical advice if 
you think you have been 
exposed to COVID-19 
and develop symptoms. 
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This graphic from American Red Cross shows tips on how to avoid getting sick and to prevent spreading germs.  
                                         

Photo Courtesy of AmericanRedCross.org

This is what the coronavirus looks like under a microscope.                                            
      Photo Courtesy of BBC

Got a news tip? 
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Staying safe during the coronavirus pandemic
BY ALEXIS BURKETT
Multimedia Journalist

Elderly abuse in nurs-
ing homes is something 
most people know exist 
but don’t really think 
will happen in their area.  

According to Nurs-
ingHomeAbuseCenter.
com, elder abuse of-
ten goes unreported. In 
a study from the New 
York State Office of 
Children and Family 
Services, only 1 in 24 
elder abuse cases were 
actually reported to au-
thorities. 

A Facebook post on 
“Erath County BREAK-
ING NEWS” claims 
abuse is happening in a 
local nursing facility in 
this community specifi-
cally.  

“There is major abuse 
happening in local nurs-
ing facilities in this com-
munity. We have con-
tacted State and nothing 
has been done. This has 
to stop. This is the last 
incident! Still, nothing 
changes. It gets reported 
to supervisors and they 
say we will take care 
of it and write a report. 
This has to stop,” Cheryl 
Baldwin said. 

The post has gained 
lots of attention with 

over 538 likes, 340 com-
ments, and 120 shares. 
Unfortunately, the admin 
turned off the comments 
to the post. Looking 
through the comments 
you can see that the 
nursing home that Bald-
win was referring to was 
not mentioned by name. 
Even so, some people 
did mention that they 
had experiences with a 
family member being 
abused. 

One woman men-
tioned her mother be-
ing abused in a nursing 
home located in Ste-
phenville. 

“When my mother 
was abused at Mulberry 
Manor, we called 911 
and filed a police report. 
I can promise you the 
state got involved,” Suzi 
Robertson said. 

Holly Stahnke re-
sponded to Robertson’s 
comment.

“My dad was abused 
at Mulberry Manor as 
well,” Stahnke said. 

Healthcare4people.
com reports that Mul-
berry Manor has one 
reposted incident, five 
sustained complaints, 
two fines, one payment 
denial, three penalties, 
and $50,996 in fines. 

“What happened? 

There is absolutely no 
context,” Josh Harris 
said. 

Some people like Har-
ris were concerned but 
with no context or name 
of the facility, it is hard 
to think this is more 
than an accusation but to 
whom? Even so, people 
were concerned and of-
fered their advice. 

Texan News reached 
out to Mulberry Manor 
and was hung up on by 
the represenative.  

What steps should 

someone take if they 
suspect abuse is hap-
pening at a specific care 
facility? Call the Texas 
number for suspected 
abuse is 800-458-9858. 
Alert doctors, nurses, 
nursing home adminis-
trators, and long-term 
care ombuds people im-
mediately. You should 
also call local law en-
forcement so they can be 
aware of the situation. 

It’s important to know 
that abuse is not just 
physical. It can also in-

clude emotional abuse, 
sexual abuse, caregiver 
neglect, financial ex-
ploitation, healthcare 
fraud, etc. Some ba-
sic signs of this type of 
abuse can be spotted 
through bleeding/bruis-
ing, bedsores, bruising 
near genitals, negative 
changes in behaviors/
emotions, strange finan-
cial transactions, or un-
explained sicknesses/in-
fections would be worth 
looking into. 

Doctors, nurses, so-

cial workers, and other 
healthcare profession-
als are required by law 
to report nursing home 
abuse. Be sure that the 
complaint gets reported 
by the person(s) you al-
tered the abuse to. It is 
recommended that you 
do not wait for a profes-
sional to issue a report. 
Even the National In-
stitute on Aging (NIA) 
recommends to immedi-
ately report any signs of 
abuse. 

This photo of the alleged abuse going on in a local nursing home facility was posted to Facebook.             
                    Photo courtesy Cheryl Baldwin

Local resident claims elder abuse is 
happening in community nursing homes
BY ARIEL SANCHEZ
Multimedia Journalist



Tarleton State Univer-
sity Assistant Professor 
of Art, Timothy Hard-
ing, was recently fea-
tured in New American 
Paintings and the Young 
Painters Competition at 
Miami University. 

Harding’s work ex-
plores the fluid relation-
ship between pictorial 
space and the three-di-
mensional realm, draw-
ing, painting and sculp-
ture.  

At the end of his un-
dergraduate studies, 
Harding was more in-
terested in traditional 
painting but, eventually, 
his interest switched to 
working with raw mate-
rial. He is captivated by 
the materiality of raw 
canvas and the change 
that occurs when gesso 
is applied, paint is added 

and the subject matter 
appears.  

Harding graduated 
with a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts from Texas Wom-
an’s University in 2008 
and received his mas-
ter’s degree from Texas 
Christian University in 
2010. He began working 
at Tarleton in 2011 as an 
adjunct professor and in 
2014 began a full-time 
position as Assistant 
Professor of Art.  

Harding is a talented 
artist and has many col-
laborative projects, solo 
exhibitions, collabora-
tive exhibitions, spe-
cial projects, selected 
groups, two-person ex-
hibitions, artist talks and 
visiting lectures under 
his belt.  

“To have my work 
featured in an issue was 
quite exciting. Having 
been in a fair number 
of exhibitions over the 

years, it’s always good 
when your work is ac-
cepted amongst your 
peers. The juror for the 
Young Painters Compe-
tition is an artist named 
Ebony G. Patterson 
whose work I find to 
be really interesting; it 
was validating to have 
her choose my work 
for inclusion in the ex-
hibition. As is it nice to 
know I can still consider 
myself a ‘young’ paint-
er,” Harding said. 

The multimedia art-
ist’s inspiration comes 
from a myriad of influ-
ences from the architec-
ture of Frank Gehry and 
Zaha Hadid to the paint-
ings of Frank Stella and 
Lee Ufan. Many artists, 
musicians, filmmakers 
and other things inspired 
Harding’s unique work. 

“Art is such an impor-
tant thing to me. It was 
a choice I made in life 

to surround myself with 
other artists and think-
ers. I consider it a privi-
lege to do what I do, and 
to have found a passion 
with which to situate my 
life around... I person-
ally can’t imagine doing 
anything else,” Harding 
said.  

Harding’s artwork is 
for sale in a gallery that 
he works with. He is rep-
resented by Cris Wor-
ley Fine Arts in Dallas. 
Artmaking is certainly 
not about large profits 
for Harding, however, 
it does allow like him to 
have the opportunity to 
try larger or more am-
bitious work without as 
much fear of financial 
loss.  

Currently, Harding is 
working on new art inti-
mations.  

“I have been focused 
on incorporating digi-
tal processes into my 
working methods. A 
completed project at 
the Dallas Museum of 
Art’s Center for Cre-
ative Connections dur-
ing Spring 2018 ex-
plored concepts around 
how the ‘maker’s hand’ 
has manifested in the art 
objects of various cul-
tures over the past cou-
ple centuries. I created 
an installation over the 
course of four months 
comprised of scribbles 
made by museum visi-
tors that were sent to me 
via an iPad. The project 
was linked to objects in 
the museum’s collection 
that ranged from Navajo 
blankets to 19th-centu-

ry European paintings, 
things that carried traces 
of being hand-made,” 
Harding said. 

He is using these same 
digital scribbles from 
the iPad to make future 
paintings with.  Hard-
ing finds it interesting to 
use the marks of random 
people as found objects 
and produce paintings 
from it.  

Harding wants stu-
dents and all to partici-
pate in the cultural of-
ferings of the place they 
live. 

“Go to a museum or 
gallery, find something 
that interests you and 
spend time with it, look-
ing and thinking. And if 
you can, repeat that pro-

cess any time you find 
yourself in a place with 
art,” Harding said. 

Supporting artists is 
something he recom-
mends we do if one has 
the means to do so, sup-
port people who make 
things by paying a rea-
sonable wage for their 
goods and services. 

“Being an artist isn’t 
cheap or easy, and they 
are critical to society, 
support those that you 
can,” Harding said. 

To view Harding’s 
work, you can visit his 
website, https://timothy-
evanharding.com/index.
html and follow him on 
Instagram @timothy.
harding. 

Soyoung Yang is a 
senior Information and 
Communication En-
gineering major from 
South Korea. She is at 
Tarleton State Universi-
ty as a foreign exchange 
student from Tarleton’s 
sister college, Dongguk 
University. 

The Reciprocal Ex-
change Program allows 
students to pay the tu-
ition and fees of their 
home university while 
attending partnering 
colleges like Tarleton.  

International students 
abide by different rules 
when it comes to univer-
sity requirements. Ac-
cording to Yang, Dong-
guk requires her to take 
at least 12 credit hours 
if she goes to Tarleton, 
however it all depends 
on what university stu-
dents choose to study 
abroad at.  

Her GPA will not be 
affected because Dong-
guk grades on a pass 
or fail scale. Yang does 
not have to pass all the 
classes she chose to take 
during the semester, just 
one. 

“If I get F’s in all my 
classes, F will be put on 
my transcript. If I get an 
A, B, C or D, then they 
can put ‘Pass’ at my 

home university tran-
script,” Yang said. 

In Korea, Yang was 
looking for an oppor-
tunity to broaden her 
horizons and see more 
of what the world had 
to offer. In her eyes, 
the best chance in do-
ing that was to get into 
the exchange program. 
Yang found out about 
the program from her 
older sister who spent a 
month in New Zealand. 
She looked it up on the 
school website to see if 
her university offered it 
and thankfully, it did. 

“Having a chance to 
live abroad sounded 
interesting. Having a 
chance to meet many 
different kinds of peo-
ple is what I wanted to 
do because there are 
not many chances to 
meet people from other 
countries or people hav-
ing different cultures 
in South Korea,” Yang 
said.  

Yang was excited to 
be able to travel to the 
United States and see 
how different life was 
compared to Seoul, Ko-
rea. Tarleton was defi-
nitely different from 
Dongguk. 

Tarleton is significant-
ly smaller than Dong-
guk. Dongguk is located 
in the capital of South 
Korea so there are many 

restaurants and tall busi-
ness buildings. Most of 
the students use pub-
lic transportation such 
as buses and subways 
while Tarleton students 
travel around by car. 

In South Korea, the 
start of the first semes-
ter is in the spring from 
March to June. The sec-
ond semester starts in 
the fall spanning Sep-
tember through Decem-
ber and summer break is 
from June to August.  

At Tarleton, there are 
academic advisors who 
assist students in pick-
ing courses that are best 
suited for their majors. 
However, in Dongguk 
you are on your own in 
picking classes.  

Dongguk is located 
in a sloped area, the to-
tal opposite of Tarleton. 
Since Dongguk is devel-
oped on the mountain, 
there are many stairs all 
over campus and it is not 
as skateboard friendly as 

Tarleton. 
At Tarleton, every stu-

dent can use the rec cen-
ter and they offer a vari-
ety of programs such as 
group fitness. In Dong-
guk, only the students 
living in dorms can use 
the school fitness center.  

Being welcoming to 
exchange students is 
something Yang finds 
extremely important.  

“Honestly, I am disap-
pointed with how Tar-
leton has welcomed me 
or other exchange stu-
dents,” Yang said.  

When Yang was 
browsing through po-
tential school options, 
she read many reviews 
by students who have 
been to the school as an 
exchange student. She 
saw rave reviews of how 
they had participated in 
events such as welcom-
ing parties and went on 
trips to other places. 
Yang picked Tarleton 
because of the reviews 
but has ultimately ended 
up being disappointed 
with the school. 

“I was expecting a 
welcoming party for in-
ternational students dur-
ing our orientation but 
there was no such thing. 
I just looked forward to 
more than just a presen-
tation. I wanted to meet 
and talk with other in-
ternational students with 

good foods,” Yang said.  
Yang thinks there 

are things that should 
change in order to make 
the transition easier for 
students in her position. 
Her home university 
has a buddy program 
that she thinks Tarleton 
should use. In this pro-
gram, they pair up the 
international student 
with a local student to 
show them the ropes and 
have someone to talk to. 
It’s a mutually benefi-
cial relationship because 
both students learn 
about each other’s cul-
tures. Yang thinks if Tar-
leton provides programs 
like this, it would entice 
more students to partici-
pate in study abroad.  

Despite her opinion 
of how welcoming Tar-
leton was, Yang does 
recommend the program 
to other students.  

“This is a really good 
opportunity to be able 
to understand other 
countries and cultures. 
Through this program, 
you will not only meet 
many people who have 
different backgrounds 
but also spend quite a 
long time being alone 
more than you expect. 
You will be able to find 
out things about yourself 
that you did not know,” 
Yang said. 
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Harding’s work explores the fluid relationship between pictorial space and the three-di-
mensional realm, drawing, painting and sculpture.                                           

Photo courtesy of Kevin Todora
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Tarleton art professor featured in New American Paintings 

Tarleton through the eyes of a foreign exchange student 

BY ARIEL SANCHEZ
Multimedia Journalist

BY ARIEL SANCHEZ
Multimedia Journalist

Timothy Harding in his studio where he makes his unique 
art installations.                                    

Photo Courtesy of Kalee Appleton

Yang visiting Fort Worth during Christmas break 2019 
with her family.               
                                     Photo courtesy Yang
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There are many essen-
tial businesses like hos-
pitals, grocery stores, 
and pharmacies that are 
required to stay open 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic. With that be-
ing said, one thing ev-
eryone is wondering is 
how these businesses 
are doing their part to 
stop the spread of the 
coronavirus.  

Measures are be-
ing taken at H-E-B and 
Walmart to ensure the 
safety of their custom-
ers. Both stores have 
installed partitions to 
separate customers and 
workers at the pharma-
cies as well as during 
checkout.  

“We have put in parti-
tions at the check stands 
to protect our partners, 
so you’ll see the parti-
tion between the cus-
tomer and the partner 
face-to-face… as well 
as one where the bagger 
would stand, to help pro-
tect the bagger,” H-E-B 
Public Affairs Specialist 
Chelsea Thompson said. 

H-E-B, specifically, 
has also implemented a 
COVID Action Team. 
Basically, that means 
there will be someone in 
every entrance to assist 
with wiping down all the 
shopping carts. An H-E-

B partner will also be in 
charge of going around 
the store to wipe down 
frequently touched ar-
eas such as freezer door 
handles for example. 
Lastly, someone will be 
going around the store 
making sure customers 
and partners are follow-
ing the state mandated 
social distance protocol.  

“We have decals on 
the floors… they’re 
bright red and they’re 
in the entrances… and 
checkout lanes will also 
have them. Those are 
to promote social dis-
tancing and to remind 
the customer to stay six 
feet from the person in 
front or behind them,” 
Thompson said.  

Walmart has also dedi-
cated workers to clean 
areas that are frequently 
touched and has imple-
mented senior hours for 
customers 60 years and 
older to allow them a 
safer shopping experi-
ence.  

Seniors have the op-
tion to shop at Walmart 
Monday, Thursday, and 
Saturday from 6 to 8 
a.m. and Tuesday from 6 
to 7 a.m before the store 
opens to the rest of the 
public.  

When asked about 
their procedures con-
cerning COVID-19, 
the Texas Health Harris 
Methodist Hospital Ste-

phenville was not avail-
able to comment. 

The Texas Health Re-
sources website states 
that, “A staff member 
will greet you and ask 
questions about your 
general health. To pro-

tect yourself and others, 
this screening is manda-
tory for everyone com-
ing into the facility. You 
may be asked to wear a 
surgical mask.”  

There are also specific 
rules for visitors that can 

be found on the website 
on their coronavirus re-
sponse page.  

For more information 
about H-E-B you can 
go to https://newsroom.
heb.com/social-distanc-
ing-and-sanitation/  

For Walmart, https://
corporate.walmart.com/
here-for-you 

For Texas Health Re-
sources, https://www.
texashealth.org/Health-
and-Wellness/Coronavi-
rus 

Measures are being taken at H-E-B and Walmart to ensure the safety of their customers. Both stores have installed parti-
tions to separate customers and workers at the pharmacies as well as during checkout.              
                                        Photos by Kaley Dowell

Stopping the spread of the 
coronavirus in Stephenville  
BY KALEY DOWELL
Multimedia Journalist

With the coronavirus 
pandemic in full effect, 
many people are con-
cerned with having to 
go out to buy essential 
items that they need, es-
pecially senior citizens.  

In order to address 
the problem, H-E-B 
introduced the deliv-
ery company known as 
Favor on March 24 to 
Stephenville to offer a 
“Senior Support Line.” 
This partnership allows 
seniors over the age of 
60 a safe alternative to 
shop right now by pro-
viding them with an af-
fordable option to have 
food and supplies deliv-
ered to their homes. It 

is currently available to 
seniors who live within 
eight miles of an H-E-
B and there is a 25-item 
limit on orders.  

H-E-B public affairs 
representative, Chel-
sea Thompson, shared 
that “beginning 3/27, 
Stephenville residents 
will be able to get 
contactless delivery 
from restaurants 
and stores, and 
seniors (60+) can 
use the H-E-B 
and Favor Senior 
Support Line to 
order groceries and 
essentials from their 
neighborhood H-E-B.” 

The delivery and ser-
vice fees have been 
waived for seniors 60 
and older, instead a $10 
tip is given directly to 

the Favor runner. This 
process works by calling 
the Senior Support Line 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
seven days a week, at 

1 - 8 3 3 -
397-0080 or online at 
favordelivery.com/se-
niors.  

 Once you place your 
order, a Favor runner 
personally shops for the 

items and delivers them 
to you. To promote so-
cial distancing, all or-
ders will be dropped off 
at the customers’ door-

step providing a safe 
contactless delivery. 

Texans are getting in-
volved in helping out as 
well since the program 
launched on March 20. 
They started a fund to 

make these deliveries 
even more affordable 
for seniors. 

“At the request of cus-
tomers, the Texas-born 
and bred companies cre-
ated the Senior Support 

Fund as a way for Tex-
ans to further ensure 
seniors have access 
to low-cost home 

delivery. To give to 
the Senior Sup-
port Fund, visit 
favordelivery.
com/Senior-
SupportFund 
or look for the 

option to give 
through the Favor app 
after completing your 
order. 100% of funds 
will be directly applied 
to seniors’ orders to en-
sure they have low-cost 
access to home deliv-

ery,” Thompson said.  
This service doesn’t 

just help seniors though, 
anyone can still use the 
Favor app. You can get 
deliveries from a major-
ity of places in Stephen-
ville, like restaurants 
and grocery stores. You 
can also sign up to be 
runner for Favor here in 
Stephenville.  

“Favor is actively 
seeking runners in every 
city. As contract delivery 
drivers, Runners choose 
their own hours and can 
earn extra income (up 
to $18/hour) on a flex-
ible schedule. Residents 
interested in becoming 
a Runner can visit ap-
ply.favordelivery.com,” 
Thompson said.  

Tarleton State Univer-
sity announced that un-
dergraduate and gradu-
ate students will be able 
to choose if they want to 
receive a letter grade for 
the spring 2020 semes-
ter or if they want to take 
the Pass/Fail grading 
option due to the CO-

VID-19 virus. Students 
must specify which of 
the two options they are 
taking between 8 a.m. 
on Thursday, April 16, 
and 5 p.m. on April 29.  

The Pass/Fail grading 
option will work on any 
16-week and/or second 
8-week course during 
this semester. You must 
select the Pass/Fail op-
tion if you wish to have 

that or else you will au-
tomatically receive a let-
ter grade by default.  

Consult with an aca-
demic advisor, depart-
ment head, athletics ad-
visor, or financial aid to 
understand the effects of 
the change. To students 
who have scholarships 
that require them to 
maintain a certain GPA, 
contact financial aid at 

254-968-9070 to learn 
how this may affect your 
financial aid status.  

Students who choose 
to keep their letter grades 
will receive letter grades 
that will be calculated 
into their GPA’s. This 
means if you do choose 
Pass/Fail, those courses 
will not count towards 
your GPA. You can se-
lect Pass/Fail for one of 

your classes up to all of 
them. For instance, say 
you receive a D in the 
course, but you selected 
the Pass/Fail option then 
you will be given a P on 
your transcript. If you 
receive a C or higher in 
the course, it will show 
up as PC. Lastly, if you 
receive an F, it will have 
no impact on your GPA. 

In addition to the op-
tion for P/F grading, the 
Q-drop and withdrawal 
deadline has been ex-

tended to 5 p.m. on Fri-
day, April 24. 

Professors were made 
aware of this Pass/Fail 
grading option but if 
you need more clarifi-
cation, you can contact 
the registrar’s office by 
calling (254) 968- 9121. 
You can also email them 
at registrar@tarleton.
edu or fax them at 254-
968-9389. The office is 
located in the Tarleton 
Center, Room 101. 

Pass/fail grading offered soon 

Favor delivery service is introduced in Stephenville

BY ARIEL SANCHEZ
Sports Editor

BY CODY DROLET
Multimedia Journalist
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Business and students all around Stephenville and Erath County are all doing 
their best to adjust to the quarantine and new safety precautions set in place by 
state and local officials.             
                  Photo courtesy Stephenville Chamber of Commerce

Open Educational Resources (OER) are any type of educational materials that 
are in the public domain or introduced with an open license.            
                             Photo courtesy tarleton.edu

Beginning March 25 
Erath County enacted a 
shelter in place order for 
all of Erath County.  

County officials met 
to discuss guidelines 
regarding the shelter 
in place and many new 
rules were set for Erath 
County residents. One 
of the most prominent 
orders stated that citi-
zens should only leave 
their place of residence 
for essential needs. Es-
sential needs include 
groceries, pet supplies, 
and delivering supplies 
to others in an attempt 
to help them from con-
tracting the coronavirus. 

Moreover, having to 
change all restaurants 
to curbside or take out 
has negatively impacted 
many employees in the 
foodservice industry. 

Katie Mearns, a server 
at Cotton Patch said, 
“I’ve been scheduled 
one day in the past two 
weeks. Being an out of 
state student during this 
time eliminates my op-
portunity to go home 
and with the dwindling 
job opportunities it 
makes it difficult to sus-
tain myself.” 

Along with restau-

rants having to adapt, 
hair, nail, tanning, and 
massage salons have all 
had to close during the 
ongoing shelter in place.  

Other businesses that 
can avoid close contact 
with customers are able 
to remain open as long 
as they follow the re-
quired safety guidelines. 

Cowboy Tobacco 
owner James Jackson 
said, “I think it’s a good 
idea, I don’t particularly 
like people going on 
rant and rave and saying 
tobacco shops should be 
closed.” 

Colti Wright, a stu-
dent at Tarleton, said, 
“I work at a local west-
ern store. We had safety 
precautions in place be-
fore the mandate such 
as washing hands fre-
quently, cleaning coun-
ters and frequently used 
items as well as offering 
curbside. We have con-
tinued with the same 
precautions but now we 
get temp checked before 
every shift. We are 6ft 
apart from all employ-
ees and customers. As 
well as in-depth clean 
procedures.” 

As of March 25, Tar-
leton State University 
announced that all class-
es will be online for the 
remainder of the spring 

semester. 
Bradley Cogburn, a 

senior at Tarleton said, 
“I’m taking this semes-
ter in stride, you just 
have to overcome and 
adapt. When change 
comes you just have to 
learn from it.” 

Junior Sophia LeB-
lanc had a different 
opinion on the matter 
stating, “Moving all 
classes online makes 
me want to drop out but 
having ample free time 
has helped me to dis-
cover new hobbies and 
take care of myself.” 

Wright mentioned, “I 
am OK with it because 
I’ve taken classes online 
before. It is frustrating 
because I was paying for 
in-class classes, how-
ever, this is a part of life 
right now.” 

Overall, COVID-19 is 
an ongoing issue that is 
being frequently moni-
tored by county, state, 
and federal officials. 
Business and students 
all around Stephenville 
and Erath County are all 
doing their best to adjust 
to the quarantine and 
new safety precautions 
set in place by state and 
local officials.  Frequent 
meetings are being held 
to discuss the next mea-
sures to protect citizens.   

Tarleton State Univer-
sity’s student govern-
ment passed legislation 
on Feb. 12 recommend-
ing that professors uti-
lize Open Educational 
Resources (OER).  

OER refers to teaching 
material and textbooks. 
If professors chose to 
use these resources, it 
would reduce the cost 
of textbooks and other 
teaching material for 
both the school and stu-
dents. 

According to the Unit-
ed Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, “Open 
Educational Resources 
(OER) are any type of 
educational materials 
that are in the public do-
main or introduced with 
an open license. The na-
ture of these open mate-
rials means that anyone 
can legally and freely 
copy, use, adapt and 
re-share them. OERs 
range from textbooks to 
curricula, syllabi, lec-
ture notes, assignments, 
tests, projects, audio, 
video and animation.” 

2020 Open Education-
al Resources Faculty 
Grants are available and 
welcome submissions 
for OER. The Tarleton 
State University office 

of the provost funds 
these grants. Dr. Karen 
Murray, provost, award-
ed 10 Tarleton faculty 
members with $1,000 
grants to encourage the 
development of OER 
material. 

These grants are 
aimed to motivate and 
support the adoption 
and adaption of OER in 
at least one core course 
with implementation 
required across all sec-
tions beginning in fall 
2020. There is up to 
$10,000 available to 
adopt OER material in 
all sections of one core 
curriculum course.  

OER’s will impact 
thousands of Tarleton 
students and has a poten-
tial savings of $250,000. 
The OER program is de-
signed to make college 
more affordable for stu-
dents and amplify stu-
dents’ success.  

Dr. Cessna Winslow of 
the Department of Com-
munications Studies 
weighed in on the situ-
ation. She is one of the 
only professors aware 
of what OER is and that 
Tarleton was initiating 
these resources in the 
classroom.  

Winslow said, “As 
both a professor and a 
parent of a soon-to-be 
college student, I think 
OER needs to be the 

norm. Textbooks, for 
the most part, are outra-
geously priced. If OER 
can help with the cost of 
college, then professors 
need to get on board and 
see if there are OER re-
sources that work in our 
classes. I would like to 
see more informative 
and training sessions on 
OER.  I would gladly at-
tend something to help 
enlighten me on OER 
and explore ways to in-
corporate.” 

Other professors 
across Tarleton are less 
informed on the matter.  

When asked about 
OER, Dr. Lawrence 
Margolis said, “I apolo-
gize, but I do not know 
about this.”   

A variety of Tarleton 
students were asked 
about their opinions re-
garding OER and not a 
single person who was 
interviewed was famil-
iar with what OER was.  

Abigail Farrer, senior 
at Tarleton said, “Based 
on having absolutely no 
knowledge of this ini-
tiative, I would say that 
Tarleton is falling short 
on informing students 
about OER.” 

For more information 
about Open Educational 
Resources go to https://
www.tarleton.edu/li-
brary/services/oer.html. 

Mental health is some-
thing that is difficult to 
assess. Even in a close 
friend or family mem-
ber it is hard to notice 
if there is an underlying 
mental health issue. That 
is why being certified in 
mental health first aid is 
beneficial for everyone.  

Being certified in men-
tal health first aid helps 
you to recognize warn-
ing signs in someone 
who may have a mental 
health issue. It also al-
lows you to assist some-
one who is experiencing 
a mental health crisis.  

In the training taught 
by the Student Counsel-
ing Services, you learn 
signs and symptoms of 

many different mental 
health concerns. You 
also are taught an ac-
tion plan that shows you 
what to do if you recog-
nize any symptoms.  

“Specifically, the areas 
we look at are depres-
sion and anxiety, suicide 
and non-suicidal self-in-
jury… and then we look 
at psychosis, and sub-
stance use disorders,” 
Samantha Ballard, Stu-
dent Counseling Ser-
vices graduate assistant, 
said. 

The Mental Health 
America website states 
that there are 1-in-5 
adults who have a diag-
nosable mental health 
condition.  

Ballard said how she 
didn’t think she had met 
anyone who hasn’t had 

a friend or relative ex-
perience a mental health 
concern.  

Since mental health 
issues are so prevalent, 
getting certified in men-
tal health first aid is rec-
ommended for every-
one. You would be able 
to recognize any symp-
toms in your friends, 

family, or anyone that 
you spend enough time 
around. This certifica-
tion does not give you 
the ability to treat or 
diagnose people with 
mental health concerns.  

“It is very much like 
a regular physical first 
aid, where it shows you 
steps to do until pro-

fessional help can get 
there,” Ballard said. 

Tarleton’s Student 
Counseling Services of-
fers free mental health 
first aid training to stu-
dents. There are training 
sessions every semester. 
It is an eight-hour train-
ing, which is normally 
split into two to three 

weeks. 
“We look out for each 

other. At Tarleton we’re 
a family, so this is a re-
ally big part of that, of 
being those support sys-
tems for each other,” 
Ballard said.  

Stephenville 
reacts to COVID-19

Open Educational 
Resources to cut 
costs in college 

Mental Health First Aid training offered to students

BY ALEXIS BURKETT
Multimedia Journalist

BY ALEXIS BURKETT
Multimedia Journalist

BY KALEY DOWELL
Multimedia Journalist

The Mental Health America website states that there are 1 in 5 adults who have a diagnosable mental health condition.  
                              Photo courtesy of Mental Health First Aid
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