
After a year of deal-
ing with COVID-19 
and the pandemic, the 
light at the end of the 
tunnel is slowly begin-
ning to brighten. With 
Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
announcement a few 
weeks ago about reopen-
ing Texas businesses to 
full capacity and end-
ing the mask mandate, 
the virus that has taken 
center stage in the last 
year seems to be on the 
decline. 

Before this state-wide 
announcement came, 
however, Tarleton 
State University Presi-
dent James Hurley an-
nounced on Feb. 25 that 
Tarleton will be return-
ing to a more tradition-
al college experience 
next semester as long as 
coronavirus cases con-
tinue to fall.

In a recent Tarleton 
news release Hurley 
said, “As students and 
families plan for the fall 
2021 semester, it’s im-
portant they know that 

Tarleton is looking for-
ward to more normal 
operations—like those 
prior to the pandemic. 
We’re committed to the 
traditional college expe-

rience that our students 
love and expect. It’s 
time we bring it back.”

COVID-19 appeared 
in March of 2020 when 
an extended spring break 
for schools and colleges 
across the United States 
turned into a year-long 
nightmare. After switch-
ing completely online 
for the rest of the spring 
2020 semester, Tarleton 
devised a plan to keep 
its faculty, staff and stu-
dents safe while still of-
fering the college expe-
rience to its students.

On May 1, Tarleton 
announced it would re-
open for the fall 2020 
semester with three 
forms of delivery op-
tions: face-to-face, syn-
chronous and asynchro-
nous. Students were able 
to attend class in person, 
quarantine and watch 
class via Zoom or work 
and watch a recording of 

College students are 
always on the go and 
the ability to order food 
from your phone and 
pick it up without hav-
ing to wait is a great 
solution people who are 
in a hurry and running 
from one place to the 
next. There are many 
restaurants around Ste-
phenville to order from; 
however, people some-
times want Chick-fil-a 
or Sandellas which are 
both located on-campus. 
With Gubhub, Tarleton 
State University has 
made ordering on cam-
pus food from home a 
possibility.

“I will definitely use 
this,” freshman Hooper 
Thorn said. “This would 
help a lot of students out 
that have a busy sched-
ule and don’t have time 

between classes to run 
down to the Student 
Center or the Dining 
Hall.” 

Not only is it conve-
nient, but anyone can 
use Grubhub to order 
food on campus. All you 
have to do is download 
the app, add your loca-
tion and a note will pop 
up about Tarleton. Just 
click “I want in!” and it 
will give you the option 
to connect your dining 
dollars directly to your 
account. If you do not 
have a meal plan, you 
can click past that step. 
Next you will be asked 
how you’re connected 
to Tarleton. The options 
are the year you gradu-
ate (for undergradu-
ate students), graduate 
student, staff/faculty or 
guest. Then, create your 
account and you are 

In February of 2014, 
in the basement of the 
Thompson Student Cen-
ter, a group of female 
students, faculty and 
staff performed The 
Vagina Monologues 
and kicked off a new 
tradition at Tarleton 
State University. Each 
year the Tarleton Gay/
Straight Alliance, in 
partnership with the Of-
fice of Diversity, Inclu-
sion, and International 
Programs as well as the 
Department of Commu-
nication Studies, per-
forms a unique version 
of the activist play. Tar-
leton’s performances of 

The Vagina Monologues 
hold a space within a 
global network of activ-
ism, support for women 
and awareness raising.  

Author and activist 
Eve Ensler coined the 
term “V-Day” to repre-
sent the global activis 
movement to end vio-
lence against all women 
(cisgender, transgen-
der, and those who hold 
fluid identities that are 
subject to gender-based 
violence), girls and the 
planet. V-Day believes 
that when art and ac-
tivism come together, 
they have the power to 
transform systems and 
change culture. V-Day 
has inspired women all 
over the world and raised 

collective consciousness 
about how violence and 
gender intersect. V-Day 

is a social movement 

and an example of how 
the power of art can be 
used as a liberating tool 

for transformational ho-

listic education and so-
cial justice.

The Vagina Mono-
logues and other works 
curated by V-Day have 
been performed across 
the world by local activ-
ists, survivors and art-
ists, raising over $120 
million for grassroots 
anti-violence groups, 
rape crisis centers, do-
mestic violence shelters 
and safe houses, shatter-
ing taboos and changing 
the way activists make 
change in their commu-
nities.  Locally, the GSA 
has raised just about 
$5000 for Cross Tim-
bers Family Services 
via a silent auction and 
ticket sales.  For the first 
time, this year there is 

not a ticket charge or a 
silent auction due to CO-
VID-19; however, dona-
tions for Cross Timbers 
are being accepted.

Activists look at the in-
tersection of class, race, 
gender, environmental 
destruction, imperial-
ism, militarism, patri-
archy, poverty and war, 
as women face abuse 
and exploitation across 
layers of systematic 
and societal oppression, 
with the most marginal-
ized and excluded often 
facing increased levels 
of violence.  The per-
formances at Tarleton 
have examined rape and 
assault on campus, in 

In true Texas fashion, 
a few weeks ago the 
weather plunged from 
80 degrees to negative 
1 degree. From Feb. 14 
to Feb. 20, eight inches 
of snow covered the 
g round—someth ing 
most native Texans have 
never seen before.

Rebecca Tuggle, a ju-
nior education major, 
said, “I did enjoy the 
snow! I did not love the 
cold weather that ac-
companied it, but I love 
playing in the snow and 
thought it was abso-

lutely beautiful. It felt 
magical and like a win-
ter wonderland. How-
ever, by day four I was 
really excited to see the 
sun! I am from Stephen-
ville so this much snow 
is very unusual for us 
and this was the coldest 
weather I have ever ex-
perienced.”

Many people in the 
state lost power and 
water due to the cold 
and freezing tempera-
tures and even more had 
busted pipes, ceilings 
caving in and vehicles 
stuck at home or on the 
side of the road due to 
frozen diesel. For a sol-

id week, students were 
stuck in their dorms or 
at home finding ways to 
stay warm and occupied 
as they rode out all the 
power outages, freezing 
temperatures and frozen 
water.

The snowstorm affect-
ed many students like 
Micah Wellborn, a se-
nior kinesiology major, 
who lives off-campus.

Wellborn explained 
that the storm, “prevent-
ed me from being able 
to go to work and get out 
of the house.”

Many students were 
worried about their 
pipes freezing and los-

ing power during the 
storm as many other Er-
ath county residence ex-
perienced. 

“We were very fortu-
nate to only lose power 
the Sunday,” Wellborn 
said. “It first hit for four 
hours, so we stayed nice 
and warm. We took 
many precautions to en-
sure our water wouldn’t 
freeze and it ended up 
paying off.”

Robyn Pless, a sopho-
more psychology major, 
added, “My roommate 
and I were a little wor-
ried about our pipes 
freezing, but thankfully 
they didn’t. I went gro-

cery shopping before 
the weather started to 
get super crazy, so I was 
good if we had to stay 
inside. I live in Tradi-
tions North, and our 
building did not seem to 
have any problems—or 
at least my room was 
fine. We only had prob-
lems with [our] service 
connection.”

Another student, Car-
oline Faucet, realized 
her heat was not work-
ing when the storm hit.

“Luckily we were able 
to start a fire in the fire-
place and our landlord 
sent someone to come 
fix the heat before it got 

too bad,” Faucet said. 
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Student React: Spring Break Cut Short

A lot of things have 
been different this se-
mester at Tarleton State 
University due to the on-
going pandemic. From 
classes still being virtual 
to moving the football 
season to spring, another 
thing that took a hit from 
COVID-19 was spring 
break. 

Rather than having a 
weeklong spring break 
like students normally 
have, the break was 
shortened to Wednes-
day, March 10 through 
Sunday, March 14 rather 
than getting Monday, 
March 8 and Tuesday, 
March 9 off in order to 

limit travel time and 
possible exposure. That 
being said, students will 
also get Friday, April 2 
off before Easter week-
end and the Monday, 
April 5 after to make 
up for the shorter spring 
break. 

To get more insight on 
the situation of spring 
break, Texan News had 
the opportunity to inter-
view students to ask how 
they felt about the short-
ened spring break. Tyler 
Pedigo, Troyce Mays 
and Allison Massey 
were all asked, before 
and after spring break, 
what their opinion was 
to see if the answers 
would vary.

When asked about 
how they felt about the 

break being cut short 
and if it was difficult to 
make plans, many Tar-
leton students responded 
that they wished they 
had a longer break. 

Pedigo said, “Making 
plans wasn’t necessar-
ily hard, but I didn’t get 
to stick to those plans as 
long as I wanted to.”

Massey, on the oth-
er hand responded, “I 
would have preferred a 
longer break, but I was 
still able to enjoy my 
spring break. I was still 
able to make plans.” 

While interview-
ing before the students 
went on spring break, 
Texan News also asked 
what their plans were 
for break. As previously 
stated by the students, 
it was sometimes hard 
to make plans with a 
shorter break. That be-
ing said, it could have 
made it hard to make 
plans or made it where 
students didn’t have a 
spring break. 

When asked about 
what the students would 
be doing for spring 
break, their answers var-
ied. Pedigo said he was 
taking a trip to Freder-
icksburg to visit family, 
Mays went home to visit 
family and Massey went 
to Arkansas on a church 
retreat.

At the end of the week, 
Texan News asked the 
students again how they 
felt about the break be-

ing shorter after leaving 
for the period of time. 
Overall, the students 
gave a similar response 
to the situation affecting 
their plans. 

They all talked about 

how they again wish the 
break would not have 
been cut short. 

Pedigo, Mays and 
Massey all traveled  
somewhere for the break 
and explained that it 
made it harder to enjoy 
the break they had. 

Mays explained, “I 
did not choose to make 
many plans as there 
wasn’t a lot of time to 
fulfill them.”

Texan News also 
asked the three students 
if they felt the break 

should have been longer 
or shorter and why. 

When asked, Massey 
replied that it should 
have been longer includ-
ing, “I understand the 
university’s intentions to 

try and keep college stu-
dents from travelling to 
prevent COVID-19, but 
a shortened spring break 
is not sufficient enough 
to keep students from 
doing so.”

Lastly, the students 
were asked how they 
felt about the time be-
ing split when we get a 
weekend off in April. 
While this may be con-
sidered another break, 
this wouldn’t be long 
enough to be able to 
make many plans with 

family and friends due 
to that weekend being 
Easter.

Massey stated, “I am 
not a fan of the idea be-
cause although we get 
a break from our actual 

classes, our professors 
are not giving us a break 
from assignments.” 

While students can-
not change limitations 
due to the ongoing pan-
demic, it’s important 
to know how the stu-
dents feel and how some 
things could possibly be 
adjusted. Spring break 
may have been short, 
but students are excited 
to be back on campus, 
be able to spend time 
with friends and cel-
ebrate upcoming events 

BY TAYLOR KALUZA 
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March 22, 2021

Students react to Tarleton returning to 
normal in the fall

Tarleton State Univer-
sity is planning on hav-
ing a fully normal col-
lege experience in the 
fall semester as long as 
the current COVID-19 
trends continue. This is 
an exciting change of 
pace for the students at 
the university who have 
spent the last two and 
a half semesters with 
an online or in person 
hybrid mix, where you 
could only attend in per-
son lectures on certain 
days. On top of this, nor-
mal events around cam-
pus such as homecom-
ing and other traditions 
have not been able to 
operate at the full capac-
ity that they traditionally 
have. 

This news came just in 
time according to Alicia 
Ayala, a junior at Tar-
leton. 

“I miss seeing every-
one’s smiling faces and 
having everyone attend 
an event instead of it 
being limited capacity,” 

Ayala said. 
Brayden Vancil an-

other student at Tarleton 
agreed with Ayala say-

ing, “I miss being able to 
go to classes and see ev-
eryone in a full capacity 
and maskless setting. I 
also miss the full capac-
ity football games and 
tailgates.”

Not everyone is as op-
timistic about the return 
to normal as everyone 
else. 

Riley Babcock, a se-
nior at Tarleton, said this 
about the re-opening an-
nouncement, “I believe 
it to be a good thing if 
students are willing to 
comply with COVID 

restrictions and wear a 
mask/ socially distance, 
so others won’t get sick. 
If students don’t comply, 

cases and the health of 
students will be impact-
ed. Unless Tarleton has 
a plan for how they will 
enforce COVID restric-
tions in class, we don’t 
need to fully reopen.” 

Babcock says, “Hy-
brid classes should ab-
solutely be offered. At 
this point, not everyone 
has had the opportunity 
to get the vaccine and 
some still feel wary at-
tending a full class.”  

While many students 
are happy with the idea 
of returning to campus 
in a normal setting, a lot 
of them, such as Carson 
Mcanally agree with 
Babcock and think the 
university should con-
tinue to offer its hybrid 
classes. 

Mcanally said, “Hy-
brid should still be of-
fered because it will 
help those who get sick 
and still need to go to 
class.” 

Vancil agrees stating 
that, “I think (Hybrid 
Classes) should be of-
fered in case someone 
doesn’t want the chance 
of getting COVID, or 
for someone who is out 
of town.” 

While many students 
are happy with the idea 
of returning to Tarleton, 
some are worried that it 
may require its students 

to get the vaccine. 
Ayala is one of these 

students and said, “No 
I do not think students 
should be forced to get 
the vaccine. The vaccine 
should be a choice for 
all people, and no one 
should be forced to get 
something they do not 
want.” 

 “I don’t think they 
should. The government 
doesn’t have the right 
to tell us if we do or do 
not do something,” Van-
cil said. “Plus, I think 
enough students will get 
the vaccine so the uni-
versity will still reach 
herd immunity.”

While the students at 
Tarleton all have vary-
ing opinions on what 
they are looking forward 
to the most about the 
schools reopening, Bab-
cock, Vancil, Macnally 
and Ayala all agree that 
they are looking forward 
to finding more ways to 
get involved with the 
university and all of 
the students who attend 
again. 

BY NICHOLAS          
RATCLIFF
Multimedia Journalist

The Dick Smith Library made changes to its exterior in wake of COVID-19 in order to offer students a 
hands-free entrance point as well as posted signs reminding them of COVID-19 procedures.
                                                                                                                                                               Photo by Nicholas Ratcliff

From Left to Right: Troyce Mays, Allison Massey and Tyler Pedigo. 
                                                                                                                                                              Photo by Taylor Kaluza

Anthony’s Chapel, where many students on the retreat visited on 
spring break. 
                                                                                             Photo by Avery Jackins
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In Texas, football is in 
your blood. Whether you 
decide to strap on the 
helmet or not, most Tex-
ans are invested in the 
sport. Football pulls you 
in with the excitement 
of every play. Even at a 
young age, football has a 
grasp on young men that 
is hard to comprehend. 

Even though Tarleton 
State University’s red-
shirt senior running back 
Ryheem Skinner is from 
North Carolina, he plays 
and runs the football like 
a true Texan. 

“I’ve been playing 
since I was six,” Skinner 
said. “The game [has] 

definitely sped up since 
then.”

While other running 
backs may want the 
game to slow down, 
Skinner looks at this 
style of play and capital-
izes on it.

“I’ve always been an 
aggressive runner,” ex-
plained Skinner. “So, 
I’m used to contact. I’m 
a pretty downhill type 
runner, so the speed just 
comes with it.”

While Skinner has 
been playing football for 
a long time, he still gets 
pre-game jitters. Once 
he gets that first piece of 
contact, however, he said 
he is ready to start roll-
ing. The senior running 
back has also developed 

a pre-game routine to al-
low himself to get ready 
for the battle on the grid-
iron.

“I listen to a lot of rap 
to boost me up,” Skin-
ner said. “I listen to a lot 
of NBA Youngboy, Lil 
Baby and a different va-
riety. Sometimes the lyr-
ics are relatable which 
make me motivated…
probably a day before 
I’ll throw on some gos-
pel just to get in a chill 
space.”

With age, comes matu-
rity, and Skinner shows 
that when explaining 
why he does not want 
to worry during football 
games.

“I try not to worry, but 
instead, have confidence 

in all my teammates.” 
Skinner said. “I’m more 
of a self-motivated per-
son. When I worry less, 
I do better.”

Skinner also talked 
about the difference be-
tween the mental and 
physical side of football.

“I would say it’s 90 
percent mental and 10 
percent physical. You got 
to believe you’re able to 
do it and be successful at 
it,” Skinner said. 

While COVID-19 has 
made things complicated 
for many athletes, Skin-
ner said that he plans on 
coming back in the fall 
of 2021 for his final foot-
ball season in his colle-
giate career.

The Texas Rangers 
will become the first 
professional sports team 
in America to open their 
stadium to full capac-
ity. The decision comes 
after Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbot lifted the state’s 
mask mandate and al-
lowed businesses to 
open to full capacity. 

Joe Januszewski, the 
Rangers’ executive vice 

president and chief rev-
enue and marketing of-
ficer, told MLB.com, 
“We’re not going to have 
social distance seats 
available for Opening 
Day because we made 
a commitment to ev-
erybody (season ticket 
holders), that they could 
hold tickets if we would 
allow them for the prop-
er Opening Day.” 

While there may not 
be social distance for 
Opening Day, there will 
be socially distanced 

seats available for the 
rest of the games at 
Globe Life Field in Ar-
lington, Texas. 

While this may be 
controversial, I have 
no problem with the 
Rangers opening their 
stadium to 100 percent 
capacity. First of all, I 
believe this is a pure 
business decision. The 
Texas Rangers just built 
a $1.2 billion stadium. 
The inaugural season 
was set to be in 2020 
and the season eventu-
ally still happened, but 
there were no fans dur-
ing the shortened 60-
game season. That is a 
lot of revenue lost for 
a franchise that was re-
ally looking forward to 
their first season in their 
new stadium. So, for the 
2021 season, the Rang-
ers decided to help keep 
their biggest supporters, 
season-ticket holders, 
happy by letting them 
reserve tickets through-
out the season. To fulfill 
this promise, they had 
to open more seats for 
Opening Day. Happy 
fans lead to better busi-
ness and better business 
leads to money.

Let me put a dis-

claimer in this, while 
I do believe that this is 
primarily a business de-
cision, people should 
not be risking people’s 
lives for money. When 
you consider the health 
side of things, there are 
two sides. The first one, 
is that this is a horrible 
idea and unsafe. While 
you may have a stranger 
go and sit next to you 

for the first time in over 
a year, you do have a 
choice to go to the game. 
The Texas Rangers have 
already told fans who 
have Opening Day tick-
ets and are uncomfort-

able with the full ca-
pacity, will be allowed 
to exchange their tick-
ets for a different game 
later in the season. The 
second side is that the 
Abbot believes it is safe 
enough for businesses to 
be at full capacity. Even 
though the Texas Rang-
ers are far from a small 
mom and pop shop that 
has a full capacity of 40 

people, they are still a 
business that employs 
people. Even with the 
100 percent capacity, 
fans and employees are 
still required to wear 
masks while in the sta-

dium. 
Look, the coronavi-

rus has officially been 
around for over a year 
and people are looking 
for ways to get out of 
the house in a safe man-
ner. The Texas Rangers 
are doing this in a safe 
manner and are trying to 
bring joy to fans. What 
better way to go out with 
some friends and family 

than to go to a ballpark, 
buy some hotdogs and 
popcorn and watch a 
sport that is America’s 
favorite pastime. 

BY CODY VANNOY
Sports Writer

Opinion on the Texas Rangers opening 
Globe Life Field to 100 percent capacity

BY CODY VANNOY
Sports Writer
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Senior volleyball player Amber Strange.
                                           Photo Courtesy of  Tarletonsports.com

Texas Rangers hosting a game at Globe Life Field with no fans in attendance.
                                                                                                                                       Photo Courtesy of  dallasnews.com.



the class later if needed. 
A new normal was cre-
ated. 

It was announced to-
wards the end of the fall 
2020 semester that the 
asynchronous delivery 
method would be tak-
en away for the spring 
2021 semester leaving 
only the face-to-face 
and synchronous op-
tions. As midterms are 
being taken this semes-
ter another new normal 
has been created that 
students must live with.

With the announce-
ment of Tarleton return-
ing to normal next se-
mester, skepticism is in 
the air.   What will this 
“normal” mean? Will 
it be like what Tarleton 
knew before the pan-
demic? Or will it be a 
mixture of what students 

knew before and what 
they have come to know 
in recent months?

Cecilia Jacobs, Tar-
leton’s assistant vice 
president of marketing 
and communications, 
said, “Fall plans are for 
a more traditional col-
lege experience. We’ll 
know more of exactly 
what that means as we 
get closer to the semes-
ter. Much will depend on 
COVID-19 numbers.”

Other questions re-
main. Will students be 
required to get the vac-
cine? Will wearing a 
mask a become personal 
preference? Will zoom-
ing into classes still be 
available have been 
raised?

To answer these ques-
tions, Jacobs pointed 
to a release on Feb. 25 
and to Chancellor John 
Sharp’s message to the 
Texas A&M System in-
stitutions on Mar. 5. 

The message sent by 

Sharp said, “With the 
end of the spring semes-
ter only 6-8 weeks away, 
A&M system members 
should continue to fol-
low system guidance, 
‘Guidance for Spring 
Semester of 2021 and 
Related Issues’ issued in 
October 2020 on testing, 
face coverings, classes, 
physical distancing, oc-
cupancy limitations, 
co-curricular activities, 
among other matters.”

“Based on our assess-
ment of current condi-
tions,” Sharp’s message 
continued, “this step 
will help us successfully 
complete the semester 
and is consistent with 
Gov. Greg Abbott’s or-
der that masking and 
other protocols should 
be decided by our insti-
tutions, not by the state.”

“At the conclusion 
of the spring semes-
ter,” Sharp said. “We 
anticipate system guid-
ance being lifted so that 

all rules, procedures 
and practices regard-
ing classes, travel, face 
coverings, testing, etc., 
will be determined lo-
cally at your institution 
informed by your con-
ditions and reviewed by 
the System. 

“The System may pro-
vide additional guidance 
this semester or going 
forward, as conditions 
warrant,” Sharp said. 

As of now, not much 
is known about how cur-
rent COVID-19 trends 
will play out. Because of 
this, not much is known 
about what returning to 
more traditional college 
experiences will mean 
or look like.

Until more is known, 
Tarleton students are 
urged to continue prac-
ticing CDC guidelines 
and social distance when 
in public. On campus, 
masks, social distanc-
ing and half capacity in 
classrooms are still en-

couraged.
Texan News is dedicat-

ed to keeping students 
informed and will keep 

students updated on 
what next semester will 
look like as more infor-
mation is made known.
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Returning to 
normal

Many students don’t 
realize the weight of stu-
dent loans and incurring 
debt. To battle this lack 
of knowledge, Tarleton 
State University has 
added Texan Smart to its 
Quality Enhancement 
Plan for 2021-2026 for 
each campus. 

According to a book-
let about the plan, “The 
overarching objective of 
the Texan Smart QEP is 
to increase educational 
access and learning op-
portunities among all 
Tarleton students by 
strengthening resources 
to improve financial 
wellness and well-be-
ing.”

“Texan Smart will pro-
vide students the know-
how and confidence they 
need to be financially fit 
today and long after they 
graduate,” said Dr. Kar-
en Murray, Tarleton Pro-
vost and Executive Vice 
President for Academic 
Affairs. “The sooner we 
can prepare our students 
for real-world financial 
scenarios, the better.”

In an email sent to all 
Tarleton students, facul-
ty and staff by Dr. Lau-
rie Sharp, chair of the 
QEP Steering Commit-
tee, further stated, “Tex-
an Smart Quality En-
hancement Plan (QEP) 
is designed to enhance 
wellness and well-being 
among all Tarleton stu-
dents and the Univer-
sity.”

Because “wellness” 
and “well-being”can 
be used interchange-
ably and “well-being” 
can have multiple defi-
nitions, Sharp collabo-
rated with other mem-
bers of the QEP Steering 
Committee to determine 
what the operational 
definitions for each term 
were. 

According to the Tex-
an Smart QEP booklet, 
the operational defini-
tions that are precise, 
credible and valid are:

Financial Well-being: 
“A state of being where-
in you have control over 
day-to-day, month- to-
month finances; have 
the capacity to absorb a 
financial shock; are on 
track to meet your fi-
nancial goals; and have 
the financial freedom 
to make the choices 
that allow you to enjoy 
life” (Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau, 
2015, p. 5).

Financial Wellness: 
“All aspects of a per-
son’s financial situation, 
including their aware-
ness of their financial 
situation, goal setting 
to maintain or improve 
their current financial 
situation, and the capa-
bility to put these goals 
into action” (Montalto, 
Phillips, McDaniel, & 
Baker, 2019, p. 3).

Institutional Effective-
ness: “Systematic, ex-
plicit, and documented 
process of measuring 
performance against 
mission in all aspects of 
an institution”

(SACSCOC, 2018, p. 
170).

Student Achievement: 
“Student learning and 
successes as measured 
by “a broad range of cri-
teria to include, as appro-
priate: enrollment data; 
retention, graduation, or 
course completion; job 
placement rates; state 
licensing examinations; 
student portfolios; or 
other means of demon-
strating achievement 
of goals” (SACSCOC, 
2018, p. 64).

From these defini-
tions, goals for the Tex-
an Smart QEP were cre-
ated. 

The Tarleton web-
site states the goals are 
to “establish the Texan 
Smart Financial Center 
within the University 
College” and “improve 
the efficiency of Tar-
leton programs and ser-
vices.”

In order to help es-
tablish and lead to the 

first goal, Tarleton plans 
to hire a director of the 
Texan Smart Financial 
Center, who will also 
serve as the QEP Direc-
tor and report directly 
to the Dean of the Uni-
versity College, by fall 
2021. This position will 
require a master’s or 
doctorate in business, 
personal financial plan-
ning, higher education 
or other related fields; 
three-plus years of rel-
evant experience; skills 
in problem-solving and 
advanced analysis and 
strong communication 
skills.

Thus, the director, ac-
cording to the Texan 
Smart QEP booklet, 
“will coordinate the day-
to-day operations to en-
sure effective strategies 
for promoting financial 
wellness and enhanc-
ing financial well-being 
among undergraduate 
and graduate students…
oversee a team who 
curates, develops, and 
implements services of-
fered within the Texan 
Smart Financial Cen-
ter…create awareness 
of resources, promote 
services offered by the 
Texan Smart Financial 
Center, and strengthen 
opportunities for inte-
grative learning…[and] 
engage alumni, com-
munity partners, and 
employer networks to 
leverage talents, energy, 
and specialized skills 
needed to maximize the 
impact of services for 
students.

The process of hiring a 
director; hiring, forming 
and training a staff and 
student mentors; and 
developing, promoting 
collecting and distrib-
uting information, ser-
vices and resources are 
scheduled to continue 
past January of 2022.

In order to complete 
the second goal, Tarleton 
will focus on “improve-
ments to the efficacy of 
Tarleton programs and 
services to strengthen 
student academic per-

formance, promote re-
tention, and [facilitate] 
timely degree comple-
tion” the Texan Smart 
QEP booklet stated.

To do this, constructs 
that may influence stu-
dent success, retention 
and degree comple-
tion must be addressed. 
The Texan Smart QEP 
booklet stated these 
constructs include, “aca-
demic learning experi-
ences, academic support 
services, and co-curric-
ular activities…the ef-
ficacy of academic and 
non-academic services 
within higher education 
institutions…[and the] 
availability of institu-
tional and community 
resources that address 
basic needs insecuri-
ties.”

In addition to the 
goals, six student learn-
ing and student success 
outcomes associated 
with the Texan Smart 
QEP were created. 

According to the Tar-
leton website, these six 
outcomes are: 

1. Completers will 
describe financial at-
titudes, behaviors, and 
skills that correspond to 
financial wellness and 
well-being. 

2. Undergraduate 
and graduate students 
will recognize how stu-
dent success is influ-
enced by the interplay 
between personal finan-
cial circumstances and 
academic performance.

3. Degree comple-
tion rates among under-
graduate students will 
increase by six percent-
age points among first-
time-in-college, trans-
fer, and graduate student 
cohorts.

4. Undergraduate 
students will identify 
and demonstrate mar-
ketable skills affiliated 
with their degree pro-
gram and communicate 
those skills to potential 
employers.

5. Undergraduate 
students will graduate 
with student loan debt 

that is at or below 60 
percent of their first-
year, post-graduation 
annual wages. 

6. Tarleton will im-
prove processes and re-
duce student barriers to 
increase persistence and 
decrease time to degree.

Each of the six out-
comes associated with 
the Texan Smart QEP 
aligns with an objective 
in Tarleton’s strategic 
plan, a goal within the 
Texas strategic plan for 
higher education or cur-
rent initiatives across 
the United States in in-
stitutions of higher edu-
cation.

“Over five years [2021 
to 2026], Tarleton will 
commit resources to 
support the six stu-
dent learning and stu-
dent success outcomes 
for the Texan Smart 
QEP…” the Executive 
Summary of the Texan 
Smart Quality Enhance-
ment Plan for Tarleton 
State University book-
let states, “To meet the 
desired outcomes as-
sociated with the Texan 
Smart QEP, Tarleton 
will implement multiple 
actions intended to have 
a direct and indirect im-
pact on student learn-
ing and student success. 
Actions associated with 
the Texan Smart QEP 
include new and exist-
ing initiatives that will 
be implemented in a 
well-timed and strategic 
manner. Furthermore, 
actions associated with 
the Texan Smart QEP 
involve stakeholders 
throughout the univer-
sity community and be-
yond for maximum im-
pact.”

In order to success-
fully ensure that both 
of the goals associated 
with the six outcomes 
are met, Tarleton has 
created a budget for the 
Texan Smart QEP.

“Over the course of the 
Texan Smart QEP,” the 
Texan Smart QEP book-
let stated, “Tarleton will 
dedicate resources to en-

sure both goals associat-
ed with the six outcomes 
are met. Funds will be 
dedicated to actions for 
Goal 1 and Goal 2 using 
a projected budget that 
was created in partner-
ship with key univer-
sity stakeholders and 
QEP leaders to provide 
a collective and realistic 
commitment of resourc-
es that will support the 
development and imple-
mentation costs for the 
Texan Smart QEP suffi-
ciently. All expenditures 
in the Texan Smart QEP 
budget are allocated for 
marketing, personnel 
[a full-time employee 
and student workers], 
program development, 
curriculum support and 
basic needs insecurities 
that either directly or in-
directly benefit Tarleton 
students.”

For more informa-
tion about the Texan 
Smart QEP, you can go 
to www.tarleton.edu/
qep/index,  read the 
Texan Smart QEP book-
let PDF located in the 
website, contact Sharp 
at lsharp@tarleton.edu 
or (254)-968-9573 or 
follow them on Insta-
gram and Twitter (@
texansmart).

In an email Cecelia 
Jacobs, the assistant 
vice president of mar-
keting and communica-
tions, said, “The QEP is 
part of Tarleton’s spring 
2021 reaffirmation by 
the Southern Associa-
tion of Colleges and 
Schools Commission on 
Colleges. It’s important 
that students, faculty 
and staff know about the 
QEP program.”

“Money plays a criti-
cal role in our lives, and 
not having enough of it 
impacts health as well as 
academic performance,” 
Murray said. “Texan 
Smart resources and 
programs will put our 
students on the path to-
ward long-lasting finan-
cial wellness.”

A closer look at the Texan Smart Quality 
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good to go. For your first 
on campus order that is 
over $7, you can use the 
code “SCHOOL” and 
get $3 off. 

“It’s definitely conve-
nient,” Kyndall Howard, 
a communications pro-
fessor at Tarleton said.

“When I’m on cam-
pus, I’m on campus and 
don’t go anywhere. I can 
use this ahead of time to 
order food without has-

sle.” 
Students can order 

food on campus from 
Starbucks, Sandellas, 
Dunkin’ Donuts and 
the Texan Star Food 
Court. The food court 
has Chick-fil-a, T-Birds, 
Oscar P’s, Sushi Mama 

as well as snacks and 
drinks. Grubhub also 
has the option to order 
from concession stands 
at football games. 

“It seems very helpful 
for people on campus. 
There are times when I 
lived on campus where I 

waited up to an hour to 
get food,” graduate stu-
dent Nadeya Patel said.

Freshman Aimee Mc-
Shan also saw some 
positives to the app say-
ing, “I think it could be 
a great time saving re-
source for students. Be-

tween classes and study-
ing, we always want to 
make as much time as 
possible and this would 
be helpful.” 

Faucet said her friend 
lost both water and pow-
er for an extended time.

“We only lost power 
one time, but one of our 

friends, who lives in the 
college apartments over 
by Wendy’s and Son-
ic, had lost water and 
power and didn’t answer 
her phone for like eight 
hours,” Faucet said. 
“She doesn’t have a car, 
so we went to pick her 
up and she stayed with 
us for a few days.”

Tuggle, who lives off 
campus, said she was 
part of the rolling black-
outs. 

“I lost power Sunday 
night around midnight 
and then was part of the 
rolling blackouts until 
Friday,” Tuggle said. 
“This meant that my 
power was on for 30 to 
45 minutes and turned 
off for 30 minutes to 
an hour. It was like that 
from Monday morning 
until Friday.” 

“Also,” Tuggle con-
tinued, “I am on a well, 
so when my power went 
off, my water went off 
too. My pipes never 
froze, thankfully, but 
when the power was off, 
water was unavailable. I 
did not have wifi most of 
the time because it took 
time to turn on and then 
the power would turn off 
again. I went over to my 
friends during the week 
so I would have power 
on consistently and then 
stayed at my house dur-
ing the night.”

Many students, though 
worried about los-
ing power and water, 
were more worried and 

stressed about classes 
and assignments that 
were due during the 
week. Due to power out-
ages and weak service 
signals, most students 
had a hard time sending 
a text message to friends 
and family let alone to 
complete homework as-
signments.

Tarleton and its pro-
fessors were very under-
standing and most gave 
extensions on all home-
work and assignments 
due during the week.

Justin Power com-
mented on Tarleton’s ex-
cellent job.

“Tarleton did a great 

job with doing the best 
[with] what they had 
to deal with,” Power 
said. “Professors did 
what they could. They 
reached out when they 
could and were not hard 
on us. And this week [the 
week after the storm] 
they were OK with the 
assignments and did not 
overload us.”

Power was very thank-
ful for the canceled 
classes and postponed 
assignments because he 
did not have internet the 
entire week.

Pless also praised Tar-
leton and its professors 
when she said, “My pro-
fessors were very help-
ful throughout the week. 
They communicated 

with us and pushed due 
dates back a little. I 
was a little stressed for 
the upcoming week be-
cause I knew how much 
homework I was going 
to have, but it honestly 
wasn’t too bad.”

Tuggle said, “At first, 
I was just really stressed 
and nervous about com-
pleting assignments 
without wifi…My pro-
fessors did all reach out 
to my class and let us 
know that classes were 
canceled, and due dates 
were changed. This took 
away a lot of stress…
My professors did a 
great job of being flex-

ible with us and check-
ing on our well-being. 
I was stressed at first, 
but once my professors 

got in touch with us, I 
felt a lot less stressed. I 
am very appreciative of 
my professor’s ability to 
move deadlines to what 
worked best for our 
needs.”

Though the storm did 
cause a lot of stress and 
worry, many memories 
were created during the 
week time was frozen.

Many students took 
advantage of the cold 
weather, canceled class-
es and lack of home-
work assignments. 
Some students caught up 
on sleep, others took the 
time to catch up on the 
homework assignments 

and readings they were 
behind in, while some 
students spent quality 
time with friends.

Wellborn said, “With 
classes being canceled, 
my roommates and I, 
along with some friends, 
ended up having game 
nights and movie nights 

nearly every day. We re-
ally weren’t productive 
when it came to home-
work, but we ended up 
just using our time to 
have as much fun as we 
could.”

Pless said her time was 
spent with friends too.

“I wanted to be a great 
student and do home-
work once classes were 
canceled, but once I 
lost service every day, 
I stopped trying. So, I 
went and played in the 
snow [with] a bunch 
[of] with my friends,” 
Pless said. “We made 
snow angels and tried 
to sled. Towards the 
end of the week, when 
the ice wasn’t too bad 
on the roads, we even 

made a late-night trip 
to Buc-ee’s. I com-
pletely messed up my 
sleep schedule for sure, 
but just had fun in the 
snow and watched mov-
ies, played games with 
friends and hangout.”

Tuggle said her favor-
ite memory was, “Sled-
ding down the hill at 
the park with some of 
my friends and seeing 
how far we could go. It 
was also really cozy sit-
ting by a fire and work-
ing on a puzzle with my 
friends.”

Power relayed his 
snow adventures with 
his friends saying, “I 
did a lot of fun stuff 
with all my friends. We 
hooked up two pallets 
behind my truck and 
pulled them through the 
park on Monday. Then 
Tuesday we hooked five 
pallets [on] and went ‘5 
wide’ and took down a 
county road. It was an 
absolute blast.”

Every student inter-
viewed was glad for 
the break from classes, 
but after a free day of 
the snow and freezing 
weather, everyone was 
ready to return back to 
normal.

Power said, “I really 
enjoyed the snow and 
cold, but after four days, 
I got a little tired of it. It 
was really cold.”

“I had a lot of fun dur-
ing the snow week!” 
Tuggle explained. “I 
think it was a good phys-
ical and mental break 
from school and life’s 
normal stresses. I am so 
thankful that the univer-
sity called Code Purples 
so we could use the 
snowstorm as a chance 
to recharge instead an 
opportunity to stress.”
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dorms, in the workplace.  
We have told our local 
stories, cried together, 
healed together and 
come out laughing on 
the other side.

The Vagina Mono-
logues are not just an-
other play you should 
attend for extra credit.  
They are a glimpse into 
what your friends, fam-
ily, sisters, mothers, 

wives, girlfriends have 
experienced, have had 
to work through and 
have come out stronger 
on the far side.  The per-
formance will make you 
laugh, and make you cry.  
Please, come celebrate 
women with us.

Performances of The 
Vagina Monologues are 
Thursday, March 25 at 
7 p.m. in the Workshop 
Theatre, located within 
the Fine Arts Building 
in Stephenville, and Fri-
day, March 26 at 7 p.m. 

in Fort Worth Build-
ing 121.  Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. and admission 
is free.  Donations for 
Cross Timbers Family 
Services are welcome.  
Seating is limited.  Tick-
ets will be available from 
the Gay/Straight Alli-
ance, the Department 
of Communication, the 
Office of Diversity and 
International Programs 
and at the door.

Tarleton instructor 
Prairie Parnell plays a 
large role in the produc- tion of this event.

Snow Storm

Continued from pg 1

Continued from pg 1

Continued from pg 1

Monologues

The stage is set up for the vagina monologues.                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                          Photo Courtesy of Prairie Parnell.

Justin Power, far left, and other students found ways to enjoy the break from school by sledding on pallets pulled by a truck. 

                                 Photo Courtesy of Jeremiah Dalton

Junior education major Rebecca 
Tuggle.

Photo courtesy of Rebecca Tuggle

Justin Power sledding on a pallet pulled behind a pick-up during 
the winter storm. 
                                                                Photo courtesy of Jeremiah Dalton. 

Sophomore psychology major Robyn Pless. 

                                                                     Photo Courtesy of Robyn Pless. 
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