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Spring football
Joe Biden’s first few weeks in office 2021
season preview

there will be a new pres- Unified and Effective
idential position created Response To Combat
as an envoy to the Paris COVID-19 and To
climate council. The Provide United States
Since his inauguration, government will also Leadership on Global
President Joe Biden has encourage the develop- Health and Security
This executive order
already made some sig- ment of clean power
nificant changes in fed- sources and find ways to changes the way the
eral government policy.
So far, Biden has passed
28 executive orders, and
in an effort to highlight
some of these changes,
Texan News is breaking
down some of the bigger
executive orders he has
passed.
EO 14008: Tackling
the Climate Crisis at
Home and Abroad
This executive order
was signed the day Biden
was sworn in as president and changed sever- Joe Biden addresses his future plans for his first few days in office.
Photo Courtesy of Joe Biden’s Twitter account @JoeBiden
al ways the government
was going to deal with
climate change. The or- help other countries cut federal government was
der commits the United back on their contribu- handling the coronaviStates to rejoin the Paris tion to global warming. rus pandemic. This orEO 13987: Organiz- der creates a new posiClimate agreement that
the United States with- ing and Mobilizing tion that will act as the
drew from back in 2017. the United States Gov- president’s councilor to
The order also states that ernment To Provide a COVID-19 related is-

BY NICHOLAS
RATCLIFF
Multimedia Journalist

sues. This person will be
in charge of helping the
president coordinate the
government’s response
to COVID-19, distribution of the vaccine,
development and distribution of other protective gear that can help
slow the spread of COVID-19. This position
will also be in charge of
monitoring future pandemics and diseases in
an attempt to contain
them before they spread.
This executive order
also seeks to expand the
testing the federal government is currently doing.
EO 13993: Revision
of Civil Immigration
Enforcement Policies
and Priorities
This order was written
to change the way the
United States is currently handling immigration
laws and how it enforces
them. The order states

Continued on pg 5

BY CODY VANNOY
Sports Writer

The 2020 Tarleton
State University football season was delayed
due to COVID-19 and
the Texans’ season is
slotted to start Feb. 13.
Head coach of the Texans, Todd Whitten, explained how COVID-19
has been very unpredictable but believes in the
university and its strong
leaders at the helm.
“I think we have really
strong leadership here
at Tarleton and I am so
blessed to have those
guys [President Hurley
and Athletic Director
Lonn Reisman],” Whitten said.
Whitten also shared
his thoughts about the
decision of moving the
season from the normal
fall season to the springtime.
“You know they [Hurley and Reisman], made
the decision that we

were going to push back
until the springtime, and
I think that was the right
decision,” Whitten said.
“It has served us really
well. It gave us a full semester of getting ready
for Division 1 play.”
The Texans are heading to the Division 1 level after one of the most
successful teams in the
program’s history. The
2019 team went 11-1,
set numerous school and
national records, and
had plenty of all-conference and All-American
nominations. However,
many of those players
graduated, and Whitten
commented about being able to replace those
players.
“Hey, that’s our job.
We gotta find new guys
and get’em coached up,
get’em outta there, and
get’em going,” Whitten
said.

Continued on pg 5

A story of hope in the midst of a global pandemic
BY MADISON REED
Associate Producer

COVID-19 took the
whole world by surprise. This tiny, microscopic, seemingly insignificant nuisance at
the time, virus wasn’t
supposed to shut down
the entire world. Many
people believed that the
first quarantine would
solve everything.
Now, nearly a year
later, people have had
to find their new normal
in the midst of a global pandemic that has
caused so much change
to the world. Many busi-

nesses have not survived
due to the months of
shutdowns, half capacity seating or occupancy,
lack of tourism, etc. The
business owners who
have survived through
these trying times have
had to reinvent the way
they do business.
Such a business that
has gone through the
fire and come out new
and stronger during this
global pandemic is the
Great American Lone
Star Ranch.
David and Dianne Linderman started the Great
American Lone Star
Ranch nearly 38 years

ago as an entertainment
company. When COVID-19 hit and they were
no longer able to travel
to each fair, they knew
they needed to think of
a solution quickly.
The Lindermans were
at the Houston Livestock Show in March
when the virus made its
way to the United States
and everything shut
down.
Dianne
Linderman
recalled what went
through her mind when
the Houston show began
shutting its doors and
sending everyone home
early due to the virus,

“Over the loudspeaker the guy goes, ‘I’m

afraid were gonna have was 12 o’clock then and
to close at 4 o’clock,’ it I thought ‘what?’ Cause
we were just sorta hearing about it, the COVID
thing, and there were
only like two people [in
the United States] who
had it [COVID-19]…we
all looked at each other
—we had 30 employees
with us—and were like
‘what the heck are we
gonna do?’ And then I
thought ‘we’re gonna go
back to the basics, and
what are our basics—
well I’ve had three resFounders of the Great American Lone Star Ranch, Dianne and Da- taurants and I do cookvid Linderman, stand in front of their now screened-in diner for
ing shows.”
people to dine in.

Photo by Madison Reed

Tarleton’s COVID-19 plan for the spring

BY NICHOLAS
RATCLIFF
Multimedia Journalist

Tarleton State University’s spring semester
is well underway, and a
number of things have
changed since the fall
semester for both faculty and students.
As the COVID-19
vaccine becomes more
available to the public,
a lot of students across
the country are wondering if their universities
will require the vaccine
just like they require the
meningitis shot prior to
entry.
Tarleton spokeswoman Cecilia Jacobs says
as of the spring 2021 semester Tarleton will not

require its students to
get the COVID-19 vaccination.
“Tarleton officials continue to meet with leaders of the Texas A&M
University System regarding COVID-19 vaccinations. Information
will be provided on the
University’s Roadmap
website as it becomes
available,” Jacobs said.
“Currently, we are not
aware of a mandate requiring all members of
the campus community
to be vaccinated.”
Residents in Erath,
Tarrant and Navarro
counties who fall under
the Phase 1 population
classification are encouraged to apply for

the vaccine online at the
Tarrant County vaccination hub.
Phase 1 includes people who are 65 years of
age and older or anyone
who is at least 16-yearsold who also has one
of these medical conditions: cancer, chronic
kidney disease, chorionic obstruction pulmonary disease (COPD),
heart conditions, solid
organ transplantation,
severe obesity, pregnant, sickle cell disease
or type 2 diabetes.
The biggest change
that Tarleton has made
this semester is the way
it is delivering its classes. During the fall semester, Tarleton offered

its students three different ways to attend their
classes which included
a face-to-face option for
students who wanted to
attend in person, a virtual zoom option for
students who wanted to
attend a live lecture but
did not want to risk going in person and a recorded lecture option for
the students who were
unable to attend the live
lecture.
While Tarleton is still
offering its student’s the
face-to-face
learning
option and the virtual
Zoom option, the university has decided to
take away its recorded
lecture option for the
majority of its students

in the spring. Students
who need to attend class
asynchronously, however, still have the option
according to Jacobs.
“Students needing to
complete portions of a
course asynchronously
must submit a request,
provide documentation
to support the request,
and receive instructor
approval,” Jacobs said.
“Common reasons for
such a request might
include being in quarantine or isolation, traveling for a universitysponsored event or an
unexpected illness.”
While the recorded
lecture attendance option may no longer be
in place, the professors

Continued on pg 5

at Tarleton are still allowed to upload their recorded lectures to zoom.
“Asynchronous
instruction will remain
as an option, with instructor approval,” Jacobs said. “Instructors,
however, may choose
to make captured class
meetings and lectures
available to students regardless of their selected instructional mode.
Many faculty, have
found that making these
resources available to
students who participate
face to face and/or remote synchronously is a
valuable study aid.”
While this does not
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Students react to no asynchronous classes this semester
BY TAYLOR KALUZA
Multimedia Journalist

Since March of 2020,
Tarleton State University has been battling
a pandemic while still
trying to educate its students.
For the second half of
the spring 2020 semester, Tarleton had to go
fully online following
spring break. Students
were then given the option to attend classes
both
synchronously
through Zoom and asynchronously where they
could watch a recording of the class at a later
time. Then, in the fall of
2020 students had the
option to attend classes
in person while social
distancing and wearing
masks, Zoom into the
class or attend asynchronously again.
When students came
back for the spring 2021
semester, Tarleton announced that students
would only be allowed
to have the synchronous
option and that asynchronous was only allowed in special cases.
Freshman
political

science major Allison
Massey weighed in on
Tarleton’s decision saying, “Having both synchronous and asynchronous options to attend
class last semester was
beneficial in many ways.
I was able to attend class
synchronously either in
person or via Zoom for
every class I had; however, the asynchronous
option allowed me to
go back and view my
lectures if I had missed
a class due to illness or
large amounts of homework in my other classes.”
She also added that it
was beneficial because
you could go back to
look at something if you
had a question and did
not have to wait to ask
the instructor. However,
there were a few drawbacks.
“One of the negatives
of having the asynchronous option include a
loss of motivation to attend class synchronously,” Massey said. “There
were many times last
semester that I found
myself skipping synchronous class in order

to complete my assignments for other classes.”
Massey included that
she would go back and
watch a class if she
missed it, but it made it
harder to communicate
with professors if you
had questions at the time
you watched the class.
She also had a lot to say
about Tarleton taking
away the asynchronous
option.
“I personally do not
like that the university
took away the asynchronous option; however, I
understand that the university did it in order
to help their students
since it was unbeneficial
overall and some students chose not to attend
class,” Massey said. “I
feel that the university
should have kept both
options, but at the same
time required attendance
unless excused by a doctor.”
Kinesiology
major
Emma Casteneda, who
is also a freshman at Tarleton, discussed her experience with synchronous and asynchronous
classes.
“Having both options

made it convenient to go
back, watch what hap-

Freshman
kinesiol- learners,” Gebert said.
ogy major Renee Ge- “Not being able to touch
or complete activities
with my hands was more
difficult than I anticipated.”
Gerbert said the positives were just as effective in her learning as
the negatives.
“I got too comfortable in the habit of treating Zoom lectures like
a podcast, but a good
thing about the options
was that you could review the lecture before a
test,” Gerbert said.
Gerbert said she is concerned about not having
the asynchronous option
this semester, “It makes
me nervous since I relied
on rewatching classes
for exams so much the
first semester,” she exLeft to right are Allison Massey, Emma Casteneda, and Renee Geplained. “As for affectbert.
ing me, I have not seen
Photo by Taylor Kaluza
too much of a change
pened during the class bert brought up a new so far, but it is only two
and catch up on any- perspective concerning weeks into the semesthing you missed,” Cas- synchronous snd asyn- ter. I think it should be
taneda said, “As some- chronous classes. She mandatory to be present
one who goes to class, said the different teach- for live classes unless
I didn’t think it would ing platforms worked induced by illness. But
really have an effect on better for different types after that, if they could,
my schooling, but after of learners.
put up the recordings for
it was taken away I real“It was difficult for us.”
ized it came in handy.”
those who are synthetic

Students react to Biden’s first few weeks in office
BY MADISON REED
Associate Producer

President Joe Biden
has been in office for a
little under a month now.
With an approval rate of
54 percent, many people
within both parties have
voiced their opinions on
how he has done so far.
“A Monmouth University poll out last week
found that 54 percent of
Americans gave Biden’s
performance
positive
marks, including nine
in 10 Democrats and
a plurality of indepen-

York Times reported.
Freshman computer
science major, Gavin
McIntosh gave his opinion and views on how he
believes Biden has done
so far in his first few
weeks as President of
the United States.
“I personally haven’t
been really invested in
the news since the election, but what I have
heard isn’t good,” McIntosh said. “Just his sports
related transgender order alone has caused
major controversy and
the executive order that

Freshman computer science major Gavin McIntosh.
Picture provided by Gavin McIntosh

dents, who approved
by a 17-percentagepoint margin (22 percent hadn’t yet formed
an opinion). But among
Republicans, his numbers were upside down.
Just 15 percent approved, and 70 percent
disapproved,” The New

funds abortion clinics
is disturbing to say the
least...I feel like making
such extreme executive
orders right after being
inaugurated is unsettling
for either party. It does
make me very uncomfortable about the future
of this country.”

Another student, Kelly Qualls, a public relations and event management major, also voiced
her opinion on Biden’s
first few weeks.
“Personally, from my
morals and what I live
by, I have not agreed
with much of anything
that he’s doing,” Qualls
said. “All the executive orders that he has
signed—he has signed
so many—and he’s
overturned so many
things that are important
to me more on my moral
stances versus what may
or may not be a political
choice. But on some of
my moral issues, he’s
not been my favorite.”
There has been many
controversies and discussions about whether
or not it was constitutional or ethically right
for the major media
companies, like Twitter,
to ban previous President Donald Trump and
many of his supporters
from their platforms.
Many people have
asked the question similar to, “Does this go
against our Constitutional rights? Are our
First Amendment rights
being taken away?”
To answer this, Qualls
said, “So what I’m learning…the thing about the
First Amendment is,
yes, it is [about] freedom
of speech, but the first
amendment was written
to protect us from the
government. Now Twitter and Facebook and all

these things—they are
not government, so for
them to make the decision when they block
people and they say,
‘That’s that, you’re deactivated and all of that,’
they do have a right to
do that.”
“They are a [privately
owned] thing,” she continued. “Where it gets
tricky, in my opinion, is
the fact that Facebook
and Twitter and these
large, big tech companies are getting a lot of
cutbacks and kickbacks
from the government.
So, if you’ve got someone calling you saying,
‘Hey, if you don’t cut this
person off, then you’re
gonna lose these privileges, and you’re gonna
have to owe us more
taxes,’ that’s where I see
the issue. That’s where I
see a lot of—they might
not be doing it for the
right ethical reasons.”
McIntosh added,
“Until recently, freedom
of speech is one of the
cornerstone
qualities
that helped make America what it is and silencing not only Trump but
many of his supporters
on other media platforms is a direct violation of that quality.”
In addition to peoples
queries and discussions
about their First Amendment rights, there also
have been many topics
that have been hot on
the skillet in political
conversations throughout this year. Such top-

ics are the storming of
the Capitol incident,
Trump’s second impeachment trial, Biden
holding off the pipeline
deal with Canada and
the amount of executive
orders Biden has written
in his first two weeks in
office.
Pertaining to the Capitol insurrection on Jan.
6, both McIntosh and
Qualls believe there was
a widespread miscommunication
between
what actually took place
and what the media has
been telling people.
McIntosh explained,
“Ninety-nine percent of
the protest that day was
peaceful, but no one is
acknowledging that fact.
Plus, the one percent
of protesters that broke
past the barricades may
not have been Trump
supporters at all. There
have been rumors and
speculation that those
people may have been
ANTIFA or another
group looking to stir up
trouble.”
Qualls believes that
many innocent people
were caught up in the
hype that day. She also
believes that the attack
was deliberate, planned
and much of the information that has been released was misconstrued
by different platforms.
“My thoughts [on the
capitol incident] is that
social media blew it
up—so many people, so
many arguments back
and forth about it. I ac-

tually [knew] somebody
who was there. He is a
news person, and he was
there—he was on the
scene. And also, other
people that he brought
back their reports—it
was peaceful. There was
nothing there.”
“There were things
that were happening
before the rally even
dismissed where Trump
was speaking,” she continued to explain. “So
that attack happened
before that. So it wasn’t
that crowd of people
coming up and doing
it...I think there were a
lot of things that happened that we won’t
understand why. I do believe it was a deliberate
attack against a certain
group of people...I don’t
believe everything I hear
about it. Were there innocent people that were
hurt? Yes. Was everybody that was there—
were they all Republicans? No. I do believe it
was a planned attack.”
Qualls continued explaining what she had
been told by her friend
who was reporting live
at the capitol and who
she was watching live
on television at the time.
“My friend who was
there...saw people starting to come up behind
him and then you saw his
team...like the producer
and stuff [who], were
like ‘okay, you need to
get up,’” she said.

Continued on pg 4
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Sports and COVID-19: The season ahead
The softball team was
slotted for later in the
day and among those
available to interview
was Julia Wernet. She
has played for Tarleton
for four years and is a
right-handed
pitcher.
She is a senior majoring
in accounting and a junior on the playing field.

BY TAYLOR KALUZA
Multimedia Journalist

Tarleton State University recently held a
Sports Media Day recently to inform the
public about the athletic
departments plans for
the year and allow the
press to interview players and coaches.
Among those available to answer questions
were athletes involved
in baseball, softball
and football. One major question this year
was how did they think
COVID-19 was going
to impact their season,
team and themselves.
The first to speak was
baseball team captain
Corey Young. He has
played for Tarleton for
three years and is now
a redshirt junior on the
team. Young plays shortstop and is currently in
graduate school working towards a degree in
management in social
media.
“Obviously last season was a disappointment because it got cut
short, but with this season there is a lot of cra-

Tarleton Texan baseball players Reed Hamilton, Jake Spence, Colby Feris and Kade Turnage.
Photo by Taylor Kaluza

ziness going on,” Young
said. “We have had to be
careful and change how
we did a lot of things.”
With this being the first
time back since COVID
cancelled baseball’s season less than halfway
through, the players are
excited to get back out
on the field.
“I’m excited for all
of the traveling because
it will be fun to travel
around the states and
play everybody,” Young
said.
Next up to discuss

the season was Head
Baseball Coach Aaron
Meade, who has coached
baseball for the last two
years at Tarleton.
When asked how this
season has been different
from previous, Meade
said, “The transition to
Division 1 makes things
different and scheduling. Last season we had
it set, but this season
we’ve had to make it
and change it about every other day here the
last few weeks.”
More than anything

Meade is most excited
to see the guys back on
the field.
“With last year being cut short, they’ve
worked hard this season and we are ready to
show people what they
can do,” Meade said.
Meade said he wants,
“to be a leader and mentor to these guys. I want
to be someone they can
talk to.”
He also added that the
team was striving to win
a conference championship this season.

on the field and is working to get his masters in
Kinesiology.
“Obviously with COVID-19 we have had
to go through a lot of
different protocols that
have made it difficult
to get through this normally, but our coaches
have done a great job
helping us get through
“I had COVID-19 last this smoothly and get
fall and it was challeng- the best work in that we
ing to come back from
that,” Wernet said. “It
made me put things into
perspective more. My
love for the game grew
stronger and taught me
not to take anything for
granted.”
Wernet also said that
now playing in Division
1 is a challenge the team
is taking on.
“I’m excited to play
D1,” Wernet said. “It has
always been a dream of Senior pitcher Julia Wernet poses
mine since I was little. in her Texans uniform
It’s a little nerve-racking
Picture by Taylor Kaluza
playing big teams, but it
will be awesome along can,” Hucks said.
with the team also getHis personal goal is to
ting possible TV time.” do what he can to help
Football player Braden the team be successful.
Hucks is a slot receiver
“As a team we want to
on the team and is going try to roll through and
on his third season with compete the best that we
Tarleton. He is a senior can,” Hucks said.

Inside the mind: Amber Strange
BY CODY VANNOY
Sports Writer

Senior Amber Strange
has been playing volleyball since 3rd grade. At
that age, the game was a
lot slower, but now the
Tarleton State University outside hitter says that
she prefers the face-pace
of play at the NCAA Division 1 level.
Strange is 6-foot tall
and is an outside hitter
for the Texans. The main
job of an outside hitter
is to slam the ball back
down to the other side.
“The feeling of killing [hitting or spiking]
the ball is exhilarating,”
Strange said. “It just
brings so much energy to
the team. It’s like a rush
like you’re on top of the

world. The feeling when
you see all your hard
work pay off.”
She also enjoys playing at the D1 level compared to when she first
began her journey in elementary school or even
at other collegiate levels
due to the intense play.
“Fast-paced is better because it is more
exciting and competitive,” Strange said. “You
can always change the
tempo, the height of the
ball to give you more
time, but just because
you change the tempo
doesn’t mean you slow
the game.”
In volleyball, there are
opportunities for a long
volley. While those long
volleys may be entertaining for the fans, it’s even

more exhilarating for the
players Strange says.
“When you finally get
that kill it makes it so
much better,” explained
Strange. “Once you are
playing you have so
much adrenaline you
don’t think about how
long you’ve been going, you just want to get
that next kill. Every time
they dig it or block it you
want it even more. You
think I got to come harder or smarter this time.”
Every sport has some
type of fear factor that
players must overcome.
For volleyball players,
that is getting hit in the
face by the ball; however, Strange does not
let fear affect her performance on the court.
“When you’re playing

defense, all you think
about is not letting
the ball hit the floor,”
Strange said. “If you
start worrying about
getting hit or screwing
up, it’s going to happen. You just focus on
the ball and making a
play. Do things happen? Yeah, but you
have to have a short
memory and move on.”
Volleyball
players spend hours upon
hours perfecting their
skills and craft on the
court. This allows them
to be able to perform
at the highest level and
show off their athletic
ability; however, volleyball also has a huge
mental side to it as well.
Luckily for Tarleton and
Strange, she understands

Senior volleyball player Amber Strange.
Photo Courtesy of Tarletonsports.com

this concept well.
Strange said, “Volleyball is definitely more
mental. I would say
about 70 percent mental
and 30 percent physical. The game of volley-

ball is all about emotions
and momentum. As soon
as you’re in your head it
not only affects you but
your whole team.”
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React to Biden
Continued from pg 2
“They thought it was
the police coming to
them. It wasn’t the police. It was kinda like
your—you know, you
get those radicals that are
in the tactical gear—but
they looked like police.
They weren’t police. So,
I think a lot of people,
if they don’t understand
what they’re looking at
in pictures, they’re going
‘look at what the police
are doing.’ They weren’t
police...there’s also interviews that I have
heard that true police
officers that work there
were being told ‘I think
we’re going to be fine today, y’all go home.’ So,
you know, I’m just not
really sure [what actually happened].”
Next, there is the matter of Trump’s second
impeachment trial. This
trial took place on, Jan. 8
and, at the time this was
written, has not ended.
There have been a widespread of opinions about
whether this trial is legal
and Constitutional.
According to Qualls,
she does not believe it is
Constitutional. She believes it is the Democrats
trying to prevent Trump
from running for office
again in the future.
“I think this whole—
this impeachment thing
that’s going on—that’s
a farce. They can’t do it.

He’s not in office. That’s
what the law says. And I
know that they’re coming back trying to say,
‘Well if we impeach
though, he can’t rerun
[for president],’ and
that’s what they’re afraid
of is him running again.
But the law clearly says
that if you impeach, it’s
to remove them from
office and you can also
put a stipulation to keep
them from running, but
it’s not ok. So, they can’t
do that either. It’s unconstitutional.”
When asked if she believes Trump will bow
out quietly or if he’ll stay
and continue to fight,
Qualls said she doesn’t
believe he’s going anywhere.
“My personal opinion
on [Trump] is, no, he’s
not going anywhere...I
think that he’s still very
much supported. And
we’ll just have to wait
and see what happens.
You know, I don’t know,
we’ll just have to wait
and see,” Qualls said.
McIntosh agreed with
Qualls and added, “I
don’t feel like Trump
is going to give up, but
I also know he’s going
to fight for it the right
way. Even though there
is much evidence that
supports a cheated election, Trump isn’t going
to fight fire with fire.”
Republicans and Democrats have gone back
and forth on whether the
election was rigged or

true. The cases that have
gone to trial didn’t get
very far and were turned
away due to lack of evidence.
According to Qualls
however, she doesn’t understand why the Democrats are so against a recount if there is nothing
to hide.
“I am all for the right
to vote...but there’s such
a divide right now in the
country and a lot of it has
to do with the fact that,
you just want to know
that, when you vote
again, it’s done right.
And to me, if there’s
nothing wrong, then why
are you trying to suppress all the people who
are just trying to make
sure everything went
right? If there’s nothing that you’re trying to
hide, then it doesn’t matter who comes in and
does recounts and who
does this and all of that
kind of stuff.”
Yet another major topic has been discussed in
many political circles
and throughout the media is Biden’s signing of
multiple executive orders.
“Most definitely [he
overdid it with all his executive orders,” Qualls
stated. “Again, everything has gone so organized and detailed that
I believe it was written
out. I mean he knew exactly what he was gonna do. The Democratic
Party knew exactly what

the plan was as soon as
he took office. It was
written out ‘Ok, you’re
gonna do this, you’re
gonna do this, you’re
gonna do this.’ I don’t
think there was any leeway of somebody even
saying, ‘no let’s hold off
on this.’ I mean it was
just done and that’s what
they did.”
Finally, many people
were shocked and disappointed in Biden’s decision to hold off on the
pipeline deal with Canada. Multiple jobs have
been lost due to the postponement of the deal,
which has caused many
people to voice their
opinion about Biden’s
leadership.
Qualls stated, “I think
that he [Biden] has gone
back and forth [on his
promises]. I think with
every campaign speech
that he did was—he said
whatever would go over
well with that audience.
So, I think he knew his
audience, and he knew
how to talk with them.
But I think it was already
planned what was gonna
be done.”
“Now some people
don’t want to look at it,
but if you truly go back
and look at the statistics
overtime—over the last
four years—unemployment went way down. It
really did. And now, all
of a sudden in the course
of one month—not even
that—all of these jobs
have been lost. And this

Budgeting for college students
BY MADISON REED
Associate Producer

When people think
of college, they think
of finding their lifelong
friends, partying and
studying all night before
a major test. College
is where most people
discover who they are,
what they want, where
they want to go and how
they want their life to
look. They go to college
to get a degree that will
allow them to work in a
certain field and make
money. However, most
students have no idea
know how to manage
their money. They spend
four plus years learning everything they can
about their area of study
while racking up tons
of debt in the process.
They are never properly
taught how to budget
or how to control their
spending.
Many people do not
know what a budget is
or have fallen for all the
misconceptions about
budgeting.
“Budgeting is too
hard, and no one can follow it completely.”
“You can’t do anything fun on a budget.”
“There’s no way to
live without debt.”
These
arguments
could not be further
from the truth. Put simply, a budget is a tool
and a plan for your money and conquering debt.
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Dr. Derrill Watson, an
associate professor and
the department head of
accounting, finance, and
economics at Tarleton,
said, “A budget does
two things: it’s a plan for
how you want to spend
your money to make
sure you don’t spend
more than you have, and
it’s a way to see what
you are actually spending your money on so
you can make the best
decisions for your life…
People think that budgeting is a pain and
they’d rather avoid
it. What really hurts,
though, is spending your
life in debt because you
can’t get your spending
under control… Being in debt is putting
yourself into a form of
slavery. You will spend
your life slaving away
to make someone else
wealthy.”
Dr. Hussain Jafri, an
economics professor at
Tarleton, added, “A budget is a planning tool.
It helps you plan, and
you prepare the budget
before you actually do
any kind of spending.
You don’t make a budget on the thirtieth of
the month, you need to
make a budget on the
first of the month. So the
idea about the budget is
it helps you to plan and
to prioritize and also to
make decisions…Right
now, with so many

people unemployed because of COVID, it has
become all the more
important to not make
impulse purchases, because budgets require
discipline”
A budget is a guideline
to follow that assigns
every square inch of
your paycheck a place
to go and prevents you
from falling into the trap
of debt.
A financial advisor in
the area commented on
the importance of budgeting and starting a
budget in college; however due to a compliance issue was not able
to go on-the-record. He
explained a budget creates a greater awareness
of how someone spends
their money. This allows
them to form a plan for
their money and follow
that plan each month.
He also said, “And
this [budgeting] is not
just while you’re a college student. This is
great preparation for
life…budgeting is going
to be a critical money
habit for people to instill not only in college
but beyond college.
It’s just forming a really good money habit
that they can stick to, to
make sure they have discipline of not spending
more money than they
make… So, if you can
form these really good
money habits early on

is a lot of jobs,” Qualls
said. “This isn’t just
like your local Kroger
store closing or some
of these big, you know,
retail stores that are clos-

be able to see if Biden
is true to his word on all
his policies. The American people will have to
decide how they believe
Biden’s administration

Kelly Qualls, a public relations and event management major.
Picture provided by Kelly Qualls.

ing—that’s not this. This
is huge and I think, yeah,
bad decision—a really
bad decision. I think he
has lost some support. I
think there are supporters out there that are
seeing some of the stuff
he’s doing and thinking
‘woah, wait a minute,
what’s going on?’”
As time goes on and
Biden’s administration
continues, there will be
many things in which
the different parties disagree. No matter which
administration is in office, this disagreement
on policies is a constant.
Overtime, however, the
American people will

has done and will due
over the next four years.
McIntosh said, “I believe that if the Democratic Party and the
Biden
administration
specifically are prepared
to behave unethically to
get what they want, and
the people are unwilling
to stop them, then there
could be some very troubling times ahead. I encourage everyone to educate themselves about
the current happenings
from multiple sources,
then make their own decisions about what is really going on behind the
scenes.”

consisting of three to
Your budget will not
six months of your NET be one and done. It is alincome, for any unex- ways changing and betas a college student, it’s pected expenses; allow- tering.
If your income changsomething you can con- ing yourself a monthly
tinue to benefit from for allowance to spend on es, your budget changes.
anything you want; and
If your expenses
the rest of your life.”
Something repeated puting money aside to change, your budget
by the budget experts
is that a budget consists of many working
parts. First, you need to
form a list of your past
spending records and
create a list of your bills,
expenses and costs of
living. Next, add up all
your sources of income.
Then, figure out where
you are spending too
much and where you
need to put more money.
Be sure your income is
more than or equal to Ways to split up and prioritize your budget.
your monthly expenses. Photo Courtesy of https://www.oklahomamoneymatters.org.
Finally, you need to assign your money to dif- save, if possible. Both, changes.
If you pay off a debt,
ferent categories and the emergency fund and
keep from overspending the monthly allowance, your budget changes.
allow wiggle room for
You can experiment
in those categories.
Caleb Allen, with Al- you. The emergency with different budgeting
len Financial Manage- fund keeps you from methods. You can see
ment, LLC, added “Start going into debt if some- which categories you
looking at what you are thing unexpected like exceeded or fell below
spending on a month- a medical emergency, your budgeted amount
by-month
basis…get blown tire, loss of in- and change it accorda feel for what you are come, etc. comes up. ingly.
This is your budget.
typically spending ev- The monthly allowance
ery month during col- allows you to still have You get to decide.
Starting a budget can
lege. Then from there, fun and not feel so reI would say, we need to stricted. Nobody is go- seem intimidating if you
create some form of bud- ing to stick to something have never done one beget tracking mechanism if they feel like they are fore; but creating a budso that we can actually not getting to do things get is simple. It does not
watch and see how well they want to do. Addi- matter if you make a lot
on track we are with our tionally, putting savings or a little each month.
aside will give you a
Give a name to each dolexpected spending…,”
head start once you lar you receive and try
More key components
of a budget the experts graduate college to do not to spend more than
agreed on are includ- whatever you want you make.
ing an emergency fund, with—travel, buy a
house or a car.
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Football Preview
Continued from pg 1
While Whitten lost
many of his star players from a year ago, he
does have several players that are looking to
fill in those voids. The
man expected to lead

Spring Plan
Continued from pg 1
allow the students the
schedule freedom they
had in the fall, it still
allows any student the
option to re-watch any

the Texans under center,
is quarterback transfer
from Western Kentucky,
Steven Duncan.
Over 4 years at Western Kentucky, Duncan
played in 13 games and
started eight of those.
He threw for 1,863 yards
and 14 touchdowns with
a 58.3 completion percentage. The wide relecture online if their
professor chooses to
upload it.
During the fall Tarleton expected its students to return to their
hometowns if they
caught the virus in an
attempt to reduce the

number of COVID-19
case they reported on
campus.
This decision upset a
lot of students because
they never would have
returned to campus if
they had known that was
the way the university

of a cooking class Dianne hosted for children
called Kids Can Cook,
so all they needed was
food and a plan.
Due to the shutdowns
that came quickly after,
opening a restaurant
would have been nearly
impossible. However,
the Lindermans and
their crew were not easily spooked. They looked
at it like a challenge.
Because restaurants
weren’t opening, they
decided to cook fresh,
homemade meals made
of natural ingredients,
flash freeze them and
have a drive through in
which people could order and take a prepared
meal home that was
ready for an entire family.
Due to the meals already being cooked,
all people have to do is
warm the meal in the
oven for 20-30 minutes,
and it’s ready to go.
Not only does it taste
like home cooked meal
that came right out of
the oven; it is a home
cooked meal and it’s full
of natural and healthy
ingredients.

aesthetics of the ranch.
Many people have
travelled a great distance to eat and get food
from Dianne’s Ranch
Diner over the past few
months. Dianne explained that people have
come from Houston, San
Antonio and other places in which they use to
have their petting farm.
In addition to the restaurant, Dianne also
thought about the ranch
itself in Stephenville as
an attraction and potential business opportunity
in the midst of a pandemic.
They realized they had
everything to make their
own fair grounds that
would consist of 12 different attractions. They
turned one of their front
pastures closest the road
into a small fair ground.
Since the start of their
new endeavor, they have
hosted ranch tours, a fall
and Christmas festival
and have plans for others including an Easter
festival they’re planning
to do the entire month of
March as well as the first
week in April.
Dianne gave the credit

Biden in Office

be deported if any immigration officer determined they should be.
EO 14006: Reforming Our Incarceration
System To Eliminate
the Use of Privately
Operated
Criminal
Detention Facilities
This executive order
states that the U.S. Attorney General shall no

longer renew contracts
with private prisons on
the federal level. This
essentially means that
Bidens administration
will be phasing out the
use of private prisons
and will instead be investing in growing the
number of federally operated prisons.
EO 13988: Prevent-

Continued from pg 1
When they returned
to their home base in
Stephenville, the Lindermans, their partners
and their employees all
began thinking of ideas
for a restaurant. They
already had a commercial kitchen because

Thus, Dianne’s Ranch
Diner was born in May
2020 in the midst of a
global pandemic.
Eventually, people
wanted to stay and eat
their meals on the ranch
with the animals. So, tables and chairs were set
out on a deck connected
to the kitchen for people
and their families to enjoy their meals and the

ceivers expected to catch
majority of Duncan’s
passes are J.F. Thomas
and Gabe Douglas.
Last year as a junior,
Thomas was second
on the team in receiving and touchdowns
with 737 yards and six
touchdowns. Douglas,
a junior transfer from
Kilgore Junior College,

of their success to their
hard work, persistence,
faith and their small beginnings 38 years ago.
They started out with a
traveling petting farm in
Oregon.
According to Dianne,
“Our whole concept is to
bring agriculture to kids
all over the country that
really never seen a milk
goat—a goat milked—or
where eggs come from.”
They started out with a
little farm in Oregon that
was opened to the public; however, it didn’t
make enough income,
so they decided to take
their show on the road.
They started the traveling petting farm and
called it the Great American Petting Farm—because it’s not a zoo.
Dianne
explained,
“We do have some exotic animals, but it’s
mainly farm animals
that are super tame. That
way it’s more interesting
to kids, because they’ll
know what a lamb is and
a goat, a chicken, pigs.”
Dianne also spoke
about the uniqueness
of their petting farm as
well.
“And it’s all—you
know, we’re the only
petting zoo out there that
has no pins in it. All the
animals run together.
They live together here
too,” Dianne said.
After a while, they
were approached by a
member of their community in Oregon who
wanted to gift them with
her wildlife park. The
lady explained that she
was dying, had over 200
animals, was 15 minutes
away and didn’t want
the animals to be exterminated when she died.
Among the animals
that were in the wildlife park were lions,
tigers, bears, cougars,
monkeys, leopards and
wolves—all animals the
Lindermans had never
dealt with.
When they took possession of the park, they
decided to donate all the
dangerous animals to a

Lone Star Ranch

Three of the many donkeys and animals on the Great American Lone
Star Farm.
Photo by Madison Reed

Continued from pg 1
that his administration
will be reviewing the
current policies in place
for immigration and has
also revoked Executive
Order 13768 which is
the order that allowed
an illegal immigrant to
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A PRODUCT OF THE TEXAN NEWS SERVICE
was named in the Top
20 for junior college
wide receiver recruits in
Texas.
Senior running backs
Khalil Banks and Ryheem Skinner are expected to lead the
ground game. Last year,
Banks ran for 644 yards
and nine touchdowns,
while Skinner ran for
was going to deal with
them if they got sick.
Tarleton responded by
increasing the amount
of isolation dorm rooms
it has available for students in the spring.
“We have isolation
residence hall spaces
wildlife park in Rosewood, Oregon.
Not only did this give
them a place to have all
their animals while they
weren’t on the road, but
it also gave them a place
to house the troubled
teenagers in which they
had taken in.
“The way we helped
teenagers was to teach
them how to work,” Dianne said.
It was the perfect place
to take the kids and give
them room and board.
“They lived there and
learned even more about
animal husbandry,” she
explained.
Once they had everyone settled, they had to
figure out how to make
money. They continued
with their traveling petting farm and went to
malls, fairs and festivals over the years they
became number one in
the industry—and are
still number one in the
animal
entertainment
industry in the country

379 rushing yards and
three touchdowns.
The Texans’ defense
will be led by senior
linebacker Ronnell Wilson and redshirt senior
Devin Hafford. Wilson
is the lead returning
tackler from a season
ago where he had 81
total tackles and 37 of
those being solo tackles.

Hafford is expecting a
huge bounce back year
after he suffered a season-ending injury last
year in the first game of
the season. In 2018, he
was a second-team AllAmerican and has been
named to the Phil Steele
FCS Preseason All-Independent Team for the
2020 season.

and a good system in
place to meet our students’ needs. Hurley has
added additional spaces
in the event our number
of positive cases grows,”
Jacobs said. “We need
time between the exit
of one student and the

entry of another to do
deep cleaning and disinfecting. Only if all isolation spaces on campus
are full will a student be
asked to isolate at an alternate location.”

selves driving to Texas
from Oregon 3-4 times
a year which led them to
look for a place in Texas.
“I don’t know if
you’ve ever looked a
map of Texas,” Dianne
said. “It’s enormous.
Trying to find a place to
live is kinda overwhelming.”
Dianne explained that
in order for the Lindermans and their crew to
find out where to live in
Texas, she put a map out
in front of her and said,
“‘God, you gotta put me
right where we’re suppose to be. This is too
overwhelming.”
“So I put my finger
down and it was right on
Stephenville,” she continued. “And we came
here…I started emailing different realtors
and only one emailed
back…my dream was to
have a place on a major
highway, so she [realtor] found everything I
wanted and has fences
already up.

it was meant to be,” Dianne finished.
Before COVID had
hit, the Great Lone Star
Ranch was going to
about 80 shows a year.
Once COVID hit and
shut everything down,
the Lindermans and
their crew had to totally
reinvent the way they do
business.
“Our plan is to keep
expanding this,” Dianne explained, “and
hopefully get some of
our fairs back—supposedly the Houston show
is supposed to be opening back up in May with
others hopefully joining
it.”
The Ranch hopes to
add a coffee shop to
their ever-growing list
of endeavors. So far,
they have the petting
farm attractions, the festivals, Kids Can Cook
and Everyone Can Cook
cooking shows for kids
and adults, Dianne’s
Ranch Diner and a shop
called the Texas Junk

Hustler, the miniature horse who lost one of his front legs, sits in his homemade sling to rest with some
baby goats. Just like the other animals on the ranch, Hustler is well taken care of and is one of the main
attractions in the petting farm for all the kids.
Photo by Madison Reed

today.
The traveling farm
went
many
places
throughout the year,
many of the shows we
continued to go to were
in Texas, like the one at
the Houston livestock
show, San Antonio,
Waco, San Angelo and
all the big rodeos and
shows in Texas. The
Lindermans found them-

“All we had to do when
we bought this place was
back our trailers up and
let all our animals out…
it has turned out just so
good. I don’t know if
y’all know this, but this
is called the Crossroads
of Texas, and so every
highway here leads to a
fair ground that we do. It
was really strange how
it all happened. I think

Company
“It’s been really remarkable,” Dianne remarked about their business journey during the
global pandemic. “We
have all these mouths to
feed and all these employees to keep working
and been able to do it…
We’ve just really enjoyed this. It’s been really fun.”

ing and Combating
Discrimination on the
Basis of Gender Identity or Sexual Orientation
This order addresses
the issues of discrimination within government
agencies and prohibits
discrimination based of
sex discrimination. This
is essentially extend-

ing federal protection to
members of the LGBTQ
so they can no longer be
denied work based upon
their sexual orientation
or gender preferences.
EO 14002: Economic
Relief Related to the
COVID-19 Pandemic
This order extends
the economic relief that
the federal government

is going to give to its
citizens, business, and
families as well as extend the finicial relief it
will be giving to local
and state governments
to help them combat the
economic toll of the virus.
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