
Kordell Stiggers, a 
former Tarleton State 
University student, was 
tragically killed in a fa-
tal accident that took 
place March 20. 

Stiggers, also known 
as “KJ” by friends and 
family, was 22-years-old 
at the time of his death 
according to an obitu-
ary by Mission Funeral 
Home. Stiggers was de-
scribed as having a big 
heart, having a passion 
for life and that he “en-
joyed every minute of 
it.” He was also known 
to be close to his fam-
ily and for those that he 
called a friend, you were 
his friend for life. 

According to The 
Flash Today, a 911 call 
came in around 12 a.m. 
stating that someone 
had hit something in the 
road, but was unsure of 
what it was. Another 

call then followed that 
one stating that a body 
was lying on the side of 
the road one mile north 
of Stephenville on US 
Highway 281.

After hearing about 
the accident on March 
22, Tarleton student Jor-
dan Phillips posted on 
his Twitter account,

@jayjayphillz, saying, 
“A black college student 
that goes to Tarleton 
died and was found on 
the side of the road in 
Stephenville this past 
weekend. Why is this 
not being talked about?”

Later that same day 
Tarleton responded to 
the tweet, which has  
been retweeted over 
1,061 times, using their 
Twitter account, @Tar-
letonState, saying, “This 
incident is under inves-
tigation by the Depart-
ment of Public Safety. 
The former student has 
not been enrolled at Tar-
leton since fall 2018.” 

After Tarleton’s re-
sponse, many Tarleton 
students came forward 
with opinions about 
how the university was 
responding to the situa-
tion. 

Mamas, whose Twitter 
name is @Marilorena, 
retweeted Phillip’s tweet 
saying, “So because he 
was a former student 
it’s not worth being ad-
dressed?? Especially 

when the incident hap-
pened while he was vis-
iting?”

Another post made by 
Twitter user @Kaaait-
lynnnnn11 commented, 
“What happened to once 
a Texan always a Tex-
an?”

Tarleton claimed after 
the backlash that the re-
sponse was not meant to 

The United States 
of America has seen a 
drastic increase in the 
number of illegal immi-
grants crossing through 
its southern border. This 
issue has become Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s top pri-
orities as he and his team 
come under scrutiny for 
the surge of illegal im-
migrants entering the 
county. Democrats argue 
that the surge began pri-
or to Biden taking office. 
But  Republicans are 
quick to point out that 
the surge significantly 
increased during Biden’s 
first month in office.  

While border issues 
have always been a 
problem for the United 
States, this recent surge 
is relatively more dif-
ficult to deal with than 
previous surges due to 

the sheer number of chil-
dren who are crossing 
without their parents. 

According to NBC 
News, the number of 
unaccompanied chil-
dren crossing the bor-
der reached its all-time 
high in March, total-
ing 18,500 people.  The 
previous record was set 
in May of 2019 with 
11,494 crossings.  

In the past, the United 
States dealt with ille-
gal immigrants crossing 
the border in a variety 
of ways. However, if 
Biden’s most recent im-
migration bill, the U.S. 
Citizenship Act of 2021 
that was introduced by 
a member of the U.S. 
House passes, it would 
make it legal to send 
back all illegal immi-
grants unless they are an 
unaccompanied minor. 

Delta 8 tetrahydro-
cannabinol (THC), the 
latest fad in the legal 
marijuana industry, has 
recently started to gain 
more and more notoriety 
as the number of people 
who use it continue to 
expand. 

This substance, which 
can be bought through-
out the state of Texas 
and other states, has 
been labeled as the 
light version of Delta-9 
THC, the main chemical 
found in marijuana that 
is responsible for get-
ting you high. But what 
is this drug really, how 
is it made and how legal 

is it? 
During December of 

2018, the Federal gov-
ernment passed what 
is known as the 2018 
Farm Bill, which was 
pushed through in a 
bi-partisan effort to ad-
just the current rules 
and regulations of the 

farming industry within 
the country. One of the 
many things that was 
listed in the bill, which 
can be read on congress.
gov, was an amendment 
that would allow farm-
ers to sell hemp, the 
same plant that produc-
es marijuana, under the 

stipulation that all hemp 
would contain less than 
.03 percent THC. The 
intention of this bill was 
to provide farmers with 
a new cash crop that 
would reinvigorate the 
United States’ agricul-
tural industry. 

While the bill was 
originally passed with 
the intention that com-
panies would be using 
hemp to make products 
such as plastics and 
shampoos, the industry 
quickly realized that this 
bill would allow them to 
sell cannabidiol (CBD) 
as well. CBD is another 
product that is derived 
from cannabis, but is 
a completely different 
chemical than THC, that 

doesn’t get you high like 
the latter. CBD quickly 
became a new cash crop 
throughout the United 
States, particularly in 
the states that have not 
legalized recreational 
marijuana, because it 
gave its users a similar 
effect to that of THC. 

Companies continued 
to sell various types of 
CBD products through-
out 2019 while more 
and more states started 
to pass regulations and 
laws that would allow 
the sale of legal mari-
juana. 

By the time April had 
rolled around, the legal 
CBD and THC indus-
try’s worth had risen to 
over $16 billion, which 

inspired companies to 
research new ways to 
expand even more. Dur-
ing this research, sci-
entist started to isolate 
Delta-8 THC, which was 
always found naturally 
in marijuana plants, but 
only existed in fractions 
of a percent in hemp, the 
legal from of the plant. 

While studying this 
isolate, scientist found 
a way to extract this 
chemical from marijua-
na and condense it into a 
liquid, edible compound 
or THC concentrate 
(pure form of THC). 
This was a breakthrough 
in the legal weed indus-
try because Delta-8 has 

Tarleton State Uni-
versity in Stephenville  
must grow and evolve 
to reach President James 
Hurley’s goal of being 
the premier comprehen-
sive regional univer-
sity in the nation. With 
the goal set to expand 
academic programs and 
increase the student 
population, there will 
be numerous improve-
ments that will be re-
quired to prepare the 
campus for this chal-
lenge in the next decade. 
The document that pro-

vides the guidelines for 
these types of improve-
ments is the Tarleton 
Campus Master Plan. 
The plan is typically re-
vised every 10 years to 
incorporate the complet-
ed projects, reevaluate 
priorities and plan for 
future development. It 
was last updated in Au-
gust 2020.

On April 8, Hurley 
presented the vision for 
the future of Tarleton en-
titled “Tarleton Forward 
– 2030: Our Future-Fo-
cused Strategic Plan.” 
The university will have 
to modernize buildings, 
reconfigure the layout 

of the campus and build 
new facilities to handle 
the influx of new stu-
dents. Forthcoming fa-
cilities the campus will 
need to implement will 
be residential housing, 
academic buildings, an 
event center and park-
ing. The master plan 
information proposes 
that the campus will ex-
perience a beautification 
process that will include 
new landscaping and 
hardscaping, pedestrian 
malls and green zones.

Near term projects 
that have been complet-
ed are improvements 
to the tennis courts and 

intramural fields. Next 
scheduled for comple-
tion will be the new 
Aquatic Center with a 
projected completion 
date of August 2021. 
This new facility will 
provide students a loca-
tion on campus to en-
gage in swimming or 
sunbathing. Addition-
ally, it will benefit the 
student athletes, kine-
siology classes and the 
community of Stephen-
ville.

With the future expan-
sions to the Stephen-
ville campus, the ques-
tion was posed to Perry 
Henderson, Director 

of Planning Design & 
Construction, what ad-
ditional food service op-
tions will be available 
for the students. 

Henderson said, “We 
are reaching out to sev-
eral food service provid-
ers, based on a student 
survey that was com-
pleted. We want to de-
liver what the students 
want, which will include 
a larger menu at Chick-
fil-A.”

Tarleton will experi-
ence a transformative 
chapter over the next 
decade with expansion 
of programs, students 
and the physical cam-

pus. University officials 
say not only will these 
developments benefit 
Tarleton, but the city of 
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The importance of having Voter ID

After last year’s presi-
dential election, many 
people who were never 
very political now have 
an opinion on how vot-
ing should take place. 
As with every other po-
litical topic, each end of 
the spectrum goes to ex-
tremes.

You can hear the liber-
als cry for the disband-
ment of the voter identi-
fication laws, while the 
conservatives fight to 
maintain the laws that 
are already set in place. 
The loudest argument 
for getting rid of the vot-
er ID laws is that they 
are racist towards black 
Americans because 
most don’t have an ID 

or don’t have the knowl-
edge to get one.

Every time I hear these 
arguments, all I hear is 
“Black Americans are 
too stupid, don’t under-
stand and aren’t as smart 
as the rest of us. They 
don’t know the impor-
tance of having an ID 
and surely they are too 
dumb to realize they 
need one or how to get 
one.”

To me, this argument 
is  racist. Every black 
American I know has a 
form of identification—
they understand how 
important it is too. Iden-
tification isn’t limited 
by race; it’s limited by 
common sense. 

The fight to keep voter 
ID laws intact is not an-
other form of Jim Crow 
laws as many liberals 
might say. Actually, it’s 
quite the opposite. 

The Jim Crow laws 
were put in place to de-
liberately hinder black 
Americans from voting, 
working and living in 
certain areas. 

History.com defines 
Jim Crow laws as, “A 
collection of state and 
local statutes that le-
galized racial segrega-
tion…the laws…were 
meant to marginalize 
African Americans by 
denying them the right 
to vote, hold jobs, get an 
education or other op-
portunities. Those who 
attempted to defy Jim 
Crow laws often faced 
arrest, fines, jail sentenc-
es, violence and death.”

Last time I checked, in 
recent years, if a black 
American tried to vote 
they weren’t arrested, 
fined, jailed, hurt or 
killed. They were al-
lowed to vote—unless 
they didn’t qualify. 

Jim Crow laws re-
stricted voting for not 
just black Americans, 
but white people too. 

According to abhmu-
seum.org, there were 
“eight ways people were 

kept from voting.” 
They were: violence, 

literary tests, property 
tests, grandfather clause, 
all-white primary elec-
tions, purges, former 
prisoners and poll tax-
es. These restrictions 
not only affected black 
Americans but low-in-
come white Americans 
too.

Voter ID laws don’t 
require voters to take 
tests, pay a fee or have 
family members who 
voted years ago in order 
for the current voter to 
cast a ballot. The only 
requirement for voting 
with the voter ID laws 
is that voters are able to 
prove who they are, thus 
ensuring an honest and 
fair outcome.

If you really dive 
deep into what voter ID 
does, you will find that 
it actually gives more 
voice to minorities than 
people give it credit for  
and protects the United 
States from voter and 
election fraud.

As defined by Britan-
nica.com, voter ID laws 
are, “Any U.S. state law 
by which would-be vot-
ers are required or re-
quested to present proof 
of their identities before 
casting a ballot.”

Thus, voter ID ensures 

that only those who 
qualify to vote are able 
to vote and the ones who 
are actually voting. 

What qualifies you to 
vote? Surely, accord-
ing to those who want 
to rid America of voting 
ID, what qualifies you 
to vote is racist. The an-
swer again is: no.

According to USA.
gov, “You must be a U.S. 
citizen to vote in federal, 
state or local elections.” 

If you are a citizen 
of the United States of 
America, you are al-
lowed to vote. 

Other requirements 
to vote, according to 
USA.gov, are meeting 
state residency require-
ments, being 18 years or 
older, registered to vote 
in state by the specified 
deadline, not a felon, 
mentally stable and a 
citizen residing in U.S. 
territories. 

Simply put, you need 
to be a law-abiding, 
adult, legal citizen who 
lives in the United States 
who has actively regis-
tered to be able to vote 
and are of sound mind. 
That is it.

Now, you may be ask-
ing, “What is voter ID? 
Do I even have it?” The 
simple answer to that is: 
it’s highly unlikely that 

you don’t have a form of 
voter ID.

Each state is different 
in its requirements for 
voter ID, but some com-
mon forms of voter ID 
can include: a driver’s 
license, state-issued ID 
cards, military ID cards, 
passports, utility bills or 
a rent receipt. I may just 
be a racist white suprem-
acist; but I’m positive if 
you qualify to vote, you 
have at least one of these 
forms to prove your 
identity no matter how 
much melanin you have.

Voting is a luxury 
most countries are not 
afforded. If Americans 
aren’t careful, we are on 
a path to losing every 
freedom our founding 
fathers fought so hard to 
achieve. Voting gives the 
people a voice; it allows 
them to speak their opin-
ions to those in power to 
make a difference.

Voter ID laws allow 
this luxury to continue. 
They keep the ballots 
honest and fair.

If someone doesn’t 
vote, no matter the color 
of their skin, it’s because 
they didn’t want to or 
chose to be silent on the 
matter not because they 
were unable to or pre-
vented from voting be-
cause of racism.

BY MADISON REED 
Associate Producer 
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Tarleton students react to getting the 
COVID-19 vaccine
Are you curious about 

what your peers think 
about the COVID-19 
vaccine? Have you 
thought about the rea-
soning behind someone 
else’s decision? With 
everyone, except chil-
dren under 16, eligible 
to receive the vaccine, 
college students are fi-
nally able to put their 
name on the waiting 
list to receive one of the 
many COVID vaccines 
available. For some that 
is exciting, but there are 
others who would prefer 
to not get the vaccine. 
This is what Tarleton 
State University stu-
dents had to say. 

Sydnie Grossnickle is 
in the process of sched-
uling her appointment to 
get the vaccine. 

Grossnickle said she 
is getting the vaccine for 
“personal safety as well 
as making other people 
feel comfortable around 
me. I think it’s part about 
being in something big-
ger than myself.” 

Kassidy Tilton has a 
similar response to why 
she was getting the vac-
cine. 

“Protecting myself 
and others as best as I 
can,” Tilton said. 

Logan Flory, a fresh-
man biomedical sci-
ence major, and Parker 
Droguett, a sophomore 
pre-medical chemistry 
major, have both already 
received the vaccine. 
They said that since they 
had the opportunity to 
get it for free on cam-
pus they jumped at the 
chance because they 
would probably have to 
get it eventually anyway. 

Freshman construc-
tion science major Jus-
tin Power said that he 
would not be receiving 
the vaccine for a few 
reasons.

Power started saying, 
“I do not condone any-
one who gets the vac-
cine or not. I personally 

will not be getting it.” 
He continued talking 

about how when the vi-
rus hit, he still had to 
work in a place where 
he touched and came 
into contact with a lot 
of different things. He 
never got sick or showed 
symptoms and the same 
went for his family he 
said. 

Power also mentioned 
that his family had “nev-
er been a big fan on vac-
cines,” so they would 
not be getting it except 
for his sister who works 

in the medical field. 
Katelynn Gotcher is 

one, out of many nurs-
ing students, who has 
been able to help get 
people vaccinated. 

“I’ve helped with two 
COVID vaccine clinics 
so far and the amount of 

people that I saw at each 
clinic varied depending 
on the location of the 
clinic and the amount of 
time I was there,” Gotch-
er said. “At the Erath 
County COVID Vaccine 
Clinic, I was able to vac-
cinate a steady stream of 
people, approximately 
100 people, during my 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. shift… 
At Tarleton’s COVID 
Vaccine Clinic, my team 
and I were able to vac-
cinate about 45 people 
and we were there from 
8 a.m. to 12 p.m.”

Gotcher also said that 
being able to provide 
vaccines to the Stephen-
ville and Tarleton com-
munities has been very 
rewarding. She said that 
she has gained a sense of 
humility in recognizing 
that she had been taking 
for granted the fact that 
the pandemic did not 
hit her as hard as it did 
many others. 

“I’ve met people who 
received their second 
dose and are finally able 
to go grocery shopping 
at the store for the first 
time in over a year. I, 
myself, have been hard-
ly affected by the pan-
demic and I have been 

grateful for that, but I’ve 
also taken it for grant-
ed,” Gotcher said. 

Having to live through 
the United States com-
pletely shutting down 
for almost a year, many 
forget about the fact that 
this will go in the history 
books and the nursing 
students who are able 
to administer vaccines 
have been a part of that. 

“Being a part of some-
thing so historical is 
kind of surreal. For me, 
it’s hard to acknowledge 
the gravity of what is 
happening in the mo-

ment, but when I think 
of what the next gen-
eration will be learning 
about in their history 
books, they’re going to 
be learning about the 
COVID-19 Pandem-
ic and how it literally 
shut down the United 
States,” Gotcher said, “I 
feel honored to have the 
opportunity to be apart 
of history. Even more 
so, thankful for being a 
part of the solution that 
has ended such a hard 
time for people who’ve 
been negatively affected 
by the pandemic.”

BY KALEY DOWELL
Executive Producer
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Hallie Saintignan start-
ed her collegiate career 
in women’s softball at 
Southern Arkansas and 
was there for two years 
before she arrived at Tar-
leton State University in 
2020.

Since her arrival in Ste-

phenville, Saintignan has 
been a consistent starter 
and batter in the Texans 
lineup. 

Saintignan grew up in 
Benton, La., and has been 
playing softball since she 
was 4-years-old. In an in-
terview with Texan News, 
she talked about how the 
game has sped up since 

her youth.
“The game has only got-

ten faster,” Saintignan 
said. “Especially since the 
jump to DI [NCAA Divi-
sion I], the game has sped 
up tremendously.”

The junior outfielder 
started in all 23 games the 
Texans’ played last year at 
the NCAA Division II lev-
el in the 2020 softball sea-
son. She hit her first home 
run as a Texan in her first 
game at Tarleton as well. 

Saintignan loves the 
competition that came 
with the transition from 
NCAA Division II to 
NCAA Division I.

“The transition has been 
the coolest experience of 
my life,” Saintignan said. 
“Between facing some 
of the best athletes in the 
country, getting to travel 
to places I’ve never been 
and see things I’ve only 
seen in pictures.”

She also talked about the 

differences on the softball 
field between the two lev-
els.

“Speed and power are 
the biggest difference,” 
Saintignan said. “The hit-
ters hit harder, and pitch-
ers throw faster. It’s just an 
all-around faster environ-
ment to play in.”

One personality trait that 
many great players have, 
including Saintignan, is 
that they love competition, 
especially when it chal-
lenges them more. Great 
athletes also understand 
their weaknesses and are 
able to recognize them 
quickly in order to address 
the situation or problem 
that they are in, which is 
another trait Saintignan 
also has when the game is 
speeding up on her.

“I personally enjoy the 
speed, but it can get ahead 
of me at times,” Saintig-
nan said. “When I feel like 
it’s getting ahead of me, 

I try to stay grounded by 
focusing on my routines 
during the game.”

Saintignan talked about 
how critical her daily rou-
tine is for her to be right 
mentally and spiritually 
while playing softball.

“I always wake up pret-
ty early,” Saintignan said. 
“So, I have time to get set-
tled into the day before 
heading to the field. I get 
up, go eat breakfast, then I 
sit down and do an athlete-
based devotional to get 
my head right and spend 
time with the Lord before 
going to play.”

When the going gets 
tough, Saintignan is not 
afraid of being in the bat-
ter’s box. She explained 
what it feels like when 
standing in the box staring 
down the opposing pitch-
er.

“There is so much pres-
sure on you when you’re 
in the box,” Saintignan 

said. “So, when every-
thing is going right in 
there, it’s just an absolute 
fun time and upbeat feel-
ing to be standing there 
and being successful.”

Saintignan talked about 
the mental side of the 
game and how she deals 
with playing a sport where 
failure often outweighs 
success. 

“[Softball] It’s 60 per-
cent mental to 40 percent 
physical,” Saintignan 
said. “At this level, if your 
mental game is not where 
it should be, then your 
physical athletic ability 
almost doesn’t matter. As 
athletes, we are so hard on 
ourselves in a game that 
is 60 percent failure. So, 
without a strong mental 
game, those small ‘fails’ 
will just get bigger and 
bigger.”

BY CODY VANNOY
Sports Writer

Tarleton students quit showing up to their intramurals

april 26, 2021

Inside the Mind: Hallie Saintignan

Every year, thousands 
of college students sign 
up to play intramurals 
sports at their universi-
ties. Nothing is different 
when it comes to Tarleton 
State University students 
and their love for recre-
ational sports. With CO-
VID-19, however, Tar-
leton’s intramurals have 
looked quite different this 
year. The campus recre-
ation has only been able 
to offer intermural bas-
ketball and softball. 

When basketball was 
played, the rec decided to 
lower the number of play-
ers allowed to participate 
and the games were self-
officiated. Overall, it was 
successful. Softball, on 
the other hand, has been a 
different story. Softball is 
usually the most popular 
of all the different intra-
murals games. It allows 
those who have never 
played softball before and 
those who played since 
they were 4-years-old to 
come together and have 
some fun. 

While there were still 
over 30 teams that signed 
up between co-ed and the 
men’s league, many teams 
have not been showing up 
to their scheduled games. 

The majority of this prob-
lem is because the cam-
pus recreational center 
decided to waive the $40  
team fee which normally 
weeds out people who are 
not serious about commit-
ting to their games. 

London Anthony, a 
competitive sports co-
ordinator at Tarleton’s 
sports rec, talked about 

the rec’s decision to waive 
the fee for the 2021 spring 
softball season.

“We’re just happy to 
have softball back hon-
estly,” Anthony said. 

“With this being a hard 
year, we just want to get 
as much participation as 
we can. So, if that means 
we waive the team fee and 
just have as many people 
as we can sign up, that’s 
all that really matters.”

While some people may 
not approve of the idea 
of Tarleton’s recreation-
al center waiving the fee, 

some students understand 
and sympathize with the 
situation. 

Alyssa Mahan, a senior 
at Tarleton, expressed her 
feelings about teams not 
showing up to two out of 
the four games her team 
was scheduled to play. 

“It definitely stinks be-
cause we don’t get as 
much practice of actual-
ly playing other teams,” 
expressed Mahan. “But 
I guess that’s part of it, I 
think with COVID that 
probably changed a little 
bit.”

Mahan also talked about 
the recreational center 
and its decision of waiv-
ing the  $40  team fee.

“It was honestly nice 
for us to not pay for it 
[the fee],” Mahan said. 
“But I guess it would’ve 
made it easier for people 
to sign up and then they 
don’t really care much 
about showing up to their 
game.”

While softball intramu-
ral games at Tarleton are 
still bringing students joy, 
it is way less fun when 
your opponents do not 
show up. Imagine hav-

ing a rough day at class or 
you have been trampled 
with homework assign-
ments all day. The only 
time you have to relax is 
at 8:00 p.m. when you get 
to swing a bat and crush a 
softball with your friends; 
however, now you cannot 
do that because the oth-

er team did not show up. 
Do not be that team who 
signs up for intramurals 
and does not show up to 
your scheduled event.

On the bright side, An-
thony shared some news 

that will hopefully bring 
some more accountabil-
ity to teams that sign up 
for intramurals in the fall 
of 2021.

“Since we are pushing 
going back to normal in 
the fall,” Anthony said. 
“That team fee will re-
turn, the $40.”

For more info about 
intramurals at Tarleton 
please https://www.tar-
leton.edu/campusrec/in-
tramurals.html. 

Avery Jackins........Assistant Art Director

BY CODY VANNOY 
Sports Writer 

 Tarleton State University Texans’ junior center fielder 
Hallie Saintignan.

                                               Photo Courtesy of  Tarletonsports.com 

London Anthony is the competitive sports coor-
dinator at Tarleton’s campus recreation center.                                                                                                                                          
                                    Photo Courtesy of  https://www.tarleton.edu/cam
    pusrec/about/index.html

Alyssa Mahan is a senior at Tarleton and has played a variety of 
intramural sports throughout her four years at the universiy.                                                                                                                                       
                                Photo by Cody Vannoy 



This bill has only been 
introduced to the House 
and has not yet been ap-
proved. 

Dr. Marcie Reynolds, 
a government professor 
at Tarleton State Univer-
sity, says the administra-
tion could still expel the 
children due to a ruling 
that was made in a fed-
eral appellate court on 
Jan. 29, 2021, that al-
lowed the Trump Ad-
ministration to do that 
very thing. 

This has obviously in-
flated the issues on the 
border even more be-
cause children are the 
main source of the most 
recent surge, yet they 
are the only ones that 
the Biden Administra-
tion won’t send back. 

According to the Fox 

News, this has caused a 
large stagnation within 
the system that was de-
signed to only hold il-
legal immigrants for 
up to 72 hours within 
the detainment centers 
while they found the 
children an actual home. 
The sheer number of 
children seeking asylum 
has made it increasingly 
difficult for the Biden 
administration to find 
enough housing for all 
the children, which has 
caused horrible living 
conditions for those who 
are stuck in the detain-
ment centers.  

These conditions 
which have been report-
ed by multiple news out-
lets include overcrowd-
ing in small spaces, use 
of emergency blankets 
instead of comfortable 
living arrangements, 
mattress on floors in-
stead of bed frames 

and long wait times for 
meals. There were a lot 
of rumors flying around 
about children being 
forced in cages, but no 
established news outlet 
is reporting that they 
have found this.  

According to NPR, the 
main issue causing the 
backlog of illegal chil-
dren and forcing them 
to stay in the detainment 
centers for more than 
72 hours is the fact that 
the United States did not 
have the housing built 
for the sheer number of 
children seeking asy-
lum. While many have 
criticized the Biden 
administration for not 
building more housing 
before loosening up on 
the immigration restric-
tions, the administration 
has recognized this and 
has already begun build-
ing new housing devel-
opments.

Reynolds suggests that 
the United States has 
three different policy 
choices to make on how 
they wish to handle the 
current border issues, 
with the first being to, 
“Admit into (the) U.S. 
legally which is prob-
lematic with the refugee 
cap set at 15,000 a year 
and so many seeking 
asylum. Thus a policy 
change is required such 
as raising the refugee 
cap or revising other im-
migration policies; more 
likely by executive au-
thority than legislative 
enactments.” 

This means that cur-
rently, the United States 
can only allow 15,000 
illegal immigrants ad-
mission into the United 
States, but this could be 
changed through two 
ways. The first option is 
legislative action by our 
elected officials, and the 

second is executive ac-
tions by the elected ad-
ministration. 

Reynolds goes on to 
say that a second option 
could be to “Expel [the 
immigrants] back into 
Mexico or country of 
origin as was done from 
March to November 
2020.” 

This is what the Trump 
administration had been 
doing before Bidens ad-
ministration took over. 
Now, as stated before, 
because a federal court 
ruled back in January 
of 2021 that you can de-
port illegal children, this 
is an option that Bidens 
administration has, but 
because of the U.S im-
migration act he is try-
ing to pass he most like-
ly will not be using it. 

The third option that 
was presented by Reyn-
olds was to, “Detain 
which includes: (1) 

three days maximum in 
detention facility; (2) 
transfer to an Office of 
Refugee Resettlement 
(ORR) facility which is 
better equipped to take 
children; (3) release to a 
suitable sponsor, almost 
always a parent or close 
relative; (4) await immi-
gration proceedings.”

The last option comes 
with a bit of a downside 
though because accord-
ing to Texas Tribune, 
“The Biden administra-
tion appears to be spend-
ing at least $60 million 
per week to care for the 
more than 16,000 mi-
grant teenagers and chil-
dren in shelters operated 
by the Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices” 

This enormous price 
tag will only get larger 
as more and more chil-
dren keep approaching 
the border. 

be an official statement 
but was just answering 
the question.

The university later 
made an official state-
ment on their Twitter ac-
count, @TarletonState, 

on March 23 saying, 
“While we respect the 
family’s privacy, we 
continue to mourn the 
loss of Kordell Stiggers. 
Our thoughts are with 
his family and all Tar-
leton Texans.” 

The Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety’s 
open records go into 

detail about who was 
involved in the accident 
and when reports were 
made, as well as what 
was searched after the 
accident.

According to the fatal-
ity reports, officer Justin 
Becker was the report-
ing officer when the of-
ficial accident happened. 

In the synopsis of the ac-
cident, Becker said that 
the driver struck Stig-
gers and pulled over on 
the shoulder.

Becker said the driver 
claimed, “He did not see 
the pedestrian, who was 
walking in dark clothing 
in an unlit stretch of the 
roadway.”

The vehicle that hit 
Stiggers, was driven by 
Bryce Burnell, who was 
accompanied by Chase 
Wimer and Zerrick Pon-
der the second. Neither 
the driver nor the pas-
sengers in the vehicle 
were injured during the 
accident and DPS Sgt. 
Rick Hunter said none 

of the passengers were 
believed to be under al-
coholic influence. 

To date, no charges 
have been filed against 
Burnell or anyone in-
volved in the incident. 

Stiggers will be dearly 
missed and will forever 
be known as a Tarleton 
Texan.
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My opinion on Tarleton’s strategic plan
Tarleton State Uni-

versity has recently re-
leased its strategic plan– 
identifying five goals 
for the decade ahead. 

The first goal on Tar-
leton’s list is student op-
portunity and success.  

The plans says that 
Tarleton would like to, 
“Strategically grow en-
rollment and foster a 
thriving learning envi-
ronment characterized 
by transformational 
educational experiences 
that promote the holistic 
development, economic 
mobility and success of 
all students.”   

Tarleton has devel-
oped three strategies in 
an effort to complete 
this goal.  

The first strategy ac-
cording to the plan is 
to, “support the well-
being and success of all 
students, consistently 
outpacing our peers 
in engagement and 
achievement rates, with 
a strong commitment to 
enhancing opportunity, 
access, and affordabil-
ity.” 

While this sounds 
great on paper, there is 
almost no mention of 
how the university in-
tends to achieve this. 
The plan goes on to ex-
plain that the goal of this 
strategy is to increase 
the graduation rate for 
new students, transfers 
and graduate programs 
as well as list the per-
centage they are striving 
for but fails to mention 
how they intend to get 
there.  

 The second strategy 
listed in the plan for goal 
No.1 was to, “Optimize 
the university’s educa-

tional impact through 
recruitment, strategic 
offerings and flexible 
learning formats, par-
ticularly in graduate and 
professional programs.”  

This essentially means 
that Tarleton is trying to 
increase the number of 
people who are enrolled.  

The strategic plan goes 
on to say that it would 
like to, “Increase over-
all enrollment by 4,100 
students, from 14,022 
to 18,122, by 2025, and 
increase the percentage 
of all students that are 
enrolled in graduate and 
professional programs 
from 15 percent to 20 
percent by 2025.”  

While this does not 
come as a shock to any-
one who’s seen the cam-
pus growth in recent 
years, it does scare some 
of the students who 
chose to come here for 
the smaller class size. 
Tarleton is planning on 
adding even more stu-
dents to its roster but 
makes no mention on 
how they intend to keep 
the professor to student 
ratio at a relatively low 
number, which is a fac-
tor that draws a lot of 
people to the university.  

The third and final 
way Tarleton intends to 
achieve goal one is to, 
“Promote student socio-
economic mobility and 
gainful employment 
through market-driven 
pathways, streamlined 
program navigation, and 
career readiness.” 

 It goes on to list what 
percentages it would 
like to achieve, yet again 
fails to mention on any 
level how those goals 
will be met.  

The second goal that 
Tarleton set for this stra-

tegic plan is academic 
distinction which is ex-
plained as, “Achieving 
academic excellence 
through innovative in-
structional practices, 
strategic program ex-
pansion, and a robust 
academic and techno-
logical infrastructure.”  

Like all the other 
goals they listed three 
strategies on how they 
planned to achieve this 
and listed out the goals 
that they have set but 
didn’t include a single 
point on how they plan 
to achieve it.  

For example, one of 
the “strategies” listed for 
these goals is to “Grow 
graduate enrollment by 
adding five accredited 
professional programs, 
three research doctor-
ates and 15 master’s 
programs by 2025.” 

But the plan fails to 
even bring up what one 
of those new programs 
could even potentially 
be, or how they intend 
to figure out what pro-
grams to add.  

The third goal listed 
in this plan is diversity, 
equity and inclusion. It’s 
no secret that the events 
of 2020, and 2021 have 
shown us that there 
is still a lot of tension 
about the racial history 
of this country, and it’s 
important that Tarleton 
is finally taking the steps 
to make sure everyone 
on campus feels safe 
and included.  

The goal is to, “Dem-
onstrate institutional 
commitment to equity 
and inclusion that pro-
vides fair access and op-
portunities for students 
and employees of all 
backgrounds and identi-
ties.”  

The plan goes on to 
list several ways it in-
tends to keep this prom-
ise with the first being 
to, “Build and sustain 
the infrastructure to en-
hance a culture of diver-
sity, equity, and inclu-
sion at all levels of the 
university and within 
the communities we 
serve.”  

The university intends 
to do this by creating a 
new division with its 
own vice president that 
focuses on diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion across 
the university programs, 
policies and business 
practices.  

The next strategy 
listed for the goal is to, 
“Enhance academic, 
financial and wellness 
support to become a 
premier destination for 
underrepresented popu-
lations and promote eq-
uitable outcomes for all 
students and employ-
ees.”  

While I would love to 
say that the plan goes on 
to explain how it intends 
to do this, the reality is 
that it just lists out the 
percentages that the uni-
versity is trying to reach 
and once again fails to 
actually inform us on 
how it is going to hit 
those percentages.  

The fourth goal listed 
in the strategic plan is 
research, innovation and 
economic impact. 

This goal is described 
as, “Cultivate an entre-
preneurial ecosystem to 
enhance research, schol-
arship, and regional 
partnerships that drive 
innovation and econom-
ic development.”  

While I encourage ev-
eryone to read the plan 
for themselves, the truth 

is that once again Tar-
leton is listing all these 
things it would like to 
achieve but doesn’t lay 
out how we are going to 
achieve them.  

For example, one of 
the strategy’s listed in 
this part of the plan is 
to, “Become a leader 
in higher education, in-
dustry and government 
partnerships, innova-
tion and entrepreneurial 
strategies that advance 
community engagement 
and economic develop-
ment.”  

But all the plan tells us 
after that is that it will 
establish an Alliance for 
Research, Innovation, & 
Economic Development 
by 2023, without going 
into any detail on what 
that is, or how they in-
tend to establish it.  

The final goal that 
Tarleton lists in its stra-
tegic plan is to gain in-
stitutional prominence 
and wishes to do so by, 
“Attain(ing) national 
prominence through 
student achievement, a 
thriving employee ex-
perience, a culture of 
philanthropy and fiscal 
sustainability.”  

This section probably 
goes into the most detail 
on how the university 
actually intends to ar-
chive this goal. For ex-
ample, one of this sec-
tions’ goals is to foster 
a thriving working envi-
ronment for the employ-
ees of the university.  

Instead of just saying 
we would like to make 
them happy, the univer-
sity actually tells us how 
the intend to do that by 
saying they will, “Imple-
ment an annual review 
to ensure compensation 
and benefit measures re-

main competitive across 
job categories as part of 
the annual budget pro-
cess beginning with the 
fiscal year 2023 cycle.” 

This actually explains 
how they can achieve 
the goal.  

As a student at Tar-
leton, I agree with all 
the goals that have been 
set, but I also know that 
in the past the univer-
sity’s strategic plans 
have not always come 
to fruition. While read-
ing the plan I couldn’t 
help but notice how of-
ten it would default into 
saying we would like 
to achieve this statistic, 
and then go on to not 
explain how we are go-
ing to achieve it. As stu-
dents of this campus, we 
deserve to know exactly 
how the school plans to 
enact these goals so we 
can determine for our-
selves if we would like 
to stay at this university 
or not. A great example 
of this, is how the plan 
talks about expanding 
the number of enrolled 
students but doesn’t of-
fer how it plans to do 
this. If you came here 
because you knew the 
student to professor ra-
tio is low, then you de-
serve to know how the 
university intends to in-
crease its student popu-
lation because the ratio 
may be changing.  

It is my hope that the 
university will soon be 
releasing a more de-
tailed plan for anyone 
who wants to learn more 
about how Tarleton in-
tends to keep the prom-
ises it just made to all of 
its students.  

BY NICHOLAS 
RATCLIFF
Multimedia Journalist



Stephenville will have 
the opportunity to expe-
rience growth alongside 

the university. Hender-
son believes it is impor-
tant for the university 
and the city to work to-
gether.

“The community of 
Stephenville realizes the 

value that the univer-
sity has contributed to 
the community, so they 
are very supportive of 
the school,” Henderson 
said. 

For more information 

about the plan please 
contact Henderson 
at (254) 968-9644 or 
phenderson@tarleton.
edu, the office of the 
president webpage at 
https://www.tarleton.

edu/president/index.
html, the Tarleton Mas-
ter Plan webpage at 
https://www.tarleton.
edu/masterplan/ or the 
Tarleton Aquatics Cen-
ter Announcement web-

page at https://www.tar-
leton.edu/scripts/press/
display.asp?id=6468 .
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different properties than 
Delta-9 THC, that al-
lows it to work better 
for most people who use 
marijuana medically. 
This is because Delta-8 
THC has comparable 
properties to Delta-9 
THC in that they both 
share the same medical 
benefits, but Delta-8 al-
lows you to experience 
those benefits as well 
as a light “high” feeling 
without the intense high 
that is associated with 
Delta-9 THC, which 
causes many people to 
become paranoid and 
anxious. 

As the September of 
2019 came to a start, 
so did a new company 
known as 3Chi, that 
begun manufacturing 

Delta-8 THC in the le-
gal states and shipping 
it out to the consumer 
who bought it through 
their website in the ille-
gal state. By doing this, 
3Chi begun exposing 
the states that had not le-
galized marijuana yet to 
a form of marijuana that 
could be bought legally 
online. Yet, according 
to the Farm bill that was 
passed in 2018 all hemp 
derived products that 
do not contain above 
.03 percent of Delta-9 
THC are legal and can 
be produced and sold by 
people who have gotten 
their license from the 
state. This means that 
even though Delta-8 is 
a form of THC, it was 
not the exact chemical 
specified in the bill that 
was illegal so therefore 
it technically was not. 

Because the federal 

regulation on marijuana 
still makes it federally 
illegal, a company like 
3Chi could not be al-
lowed to sell Delta-8 
across state lines as long 
as it was harvested from 
any plant containing 
more than .03 percent 
THC. This put Delta-8 
in a legal gray area be-
cause owning the sub-
stance is technically not 
illegal but buying it and 
producing it can be. As 
certain states started to 
illegalize Delta-8 all to-
gether, companies were 
trying to find a way to 
sell it in those states that 
decided not to pass any 
bill correcting the fed-
eral farm bill. 

Eventually, compa-
nies began to realize 
they could synthetically 
convert CBD into Del-
ta-8 THC is a process 
that Forbes Magazine 

describes as “an isola-
tion and distillation pro-
cess.”

These companies con-
tinued to sell Delta-8 
in this legal gray zone, 
while all of them await-
ed the DEAs final rul-
ing on the legality of the 
product that was making 
them millions. 

On Aug. 1, 2020 the 
DEA released its final 
rule stating, “All syn-
thetically derived tetra-
hydrocannabinol (THC) 
remain a schedule I con-
trolled substances.”

That means that if 
you live in a legal state 
that allows you to pur-
chase Delta-8 THC 
because even though 
marijuana is federally 
illegal, it is legal in that 
state so you can harvest 
Delta-8 naturally from 
marijuana plants; how-
ever, because any form 
of THC that has been 
synthetically derived is 
still classified as a con-
trolled substance, and 
all of the Delta-8 that 
is sold in the non-legal 
states is a synthesized 

THC, Delta-8 has be-
come officially illegal. 
The Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) 
has still not determined 
how to punish someone 
creating this substance, 
and has yet to even try, 
which is why many 
business owners are still 
stocking up on this new 
product that has recently 
become the buzz of the 
entire cannabis industry. 

Strategic plan
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The bluebonnet, 
which became the state 
flower of Texas in 1901, 
is highly respected in the 
Lone Star State. Recog-
nized by its distinct col-
ors and shape, the name 
bluebonnet comes from 
both its color as well 
as the shape of the pet-
als on the flower which 
resemble the bonnets 
pioneer women wore to 
shield themselves from 
the sun. Many Texans 
have grown up admir-
ing and even fearing 
the bluebonnets that dot 
many of the roadways 
and fields in the state 
with their beauty.

For most Texans, even 
the thought of picking 
a bluebonnet is enough 
to strike fear into their 
hearts. It has been said 
and instilled into Tex-
ans since infancy that 
picking the bluebonnet, 
no matter where it is lo-
cated, is illegal and pun-
ishable by arrest. It has 

not been illegal, how-
ever, to pick a bluebon-
net in Texas for nearly 
50 years. The law that 
made it illegal to pick 
or kill bluebonnets was 
eradicated in 1973.

The law was cre-
ated in 1933 by Gov. 
Miriam “Ma” Fergu-
son and nicknamed the 
Wildflower Protection 
Act. This law covered 
picking bluebonnets on 
both public and private 
lands. Additionally, fail-
ing to abide by the law 
resulted in a fine which 
ranged from a minimum 
of $1 per offense up to a 

maximum of $10 per of-
fense and even children 
were held to it.

While it is still ille-
gal to pick bluebonnets 
on other people’s pri-

vate property without 
permission and at state 
parks, the rumor that it 
is illegal to pick a blue-
bonnet in Texas is no 
longer true.

When Tarleton State 
University students were 
informed about this fact, 
they were clearly sur-
prised.

Carly Speck, a soph-
omore digital media 
major, said, “Well, I 
learned that [that blue-
bonnets were illegal to 
pick] in like 2007, so I 
don’t know what they 
were doing—like my 
teachers were like ‘don’t 
pick them!’ I thought it 
was because Texas re-

ally loves itself and they 
were like, ‘that’s our boy 
you can’t pick him,’ you 
know. There was even a 
period that I thought like 
hurting them or some-
thing, like accidentally 
stepping on them, the 
cops would be alerted 
somehow. Like that was 
my belief.”

Carrissa Cole, a senior 
music business major, 
added to the conversa-
tion saying, “I was 100 
percent confident that 
it was a fact—like that, 
that was a law.”

Now given this knowl-
edge, Cole and Speck 
were asked if they would 
continue to tell them-
selves that it is illegal to 
pick a bluebonnet or if 
they would pick the next 
bluebonnet they saw.

Cole said, “It still feels 
wrong [to pick a blue-
bonnet]. I will still prob-
ably not pick them just 
because it feels wrong 
and feels disrespectful.”

Speck said, “Yeah, 
I’ve been classically 
conditioned, I think. I 

think I’ll look at them 
and be like ‘I could if 
I wanted to,’ but like it 
would be a thing I could 
never do just because of 
how instilled it is, but 
I will be telling other 
people like, “Did you 
know…”

All that to say, Texan 
state pride runs deep 
and true. So much so, 
that many Texans have 
convinced themselves 
that even though the law 
saying that it is still ille-
gal to pick a bluebonnet 
has been abolished, they 
still will not pick the 
sacred flower. As with 
Cole and Speck, despite 
now knowing it isn’t il-
legal to pick the state 
flower, they both have 
a deep respect for both 
the flower and the state 
of Texas.

Will you pick a blue-
bonnet next time you see 
one? Or do you believe 
it is disrespectful and 
leave them to only be 
looked at?

BY MADISON REED
Associate Producer

The truth behind the bluebonnet

Bluebonnets in a fied in Texas.                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                          Photo by Madison Reed  
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Pictured left to right, Carissa Cole and Carly Speck, were sur-
prised to find out it is not illegal to pick a bluebonnet in Texas.                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                     Photo by Madison Reed  
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