
The Larry Joe Taylor 
Music Festival (LJT) 
is finally coming back 
to Melody Mountain 
Ranch in Stephenville, 
Texas, this September 
after two years of delays 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

LJT is a country music 
festival where preform-
ing artists come together 
to play their music for 
a crowd that averages 
around 60,000 people 
throughout the week of 
the festival. 

LJT wasn’t always the 
large festival that it is 
known for today.

According to Larry 
Joe Taylor, the host and 
one of the main per-
formers of the festival, 

“It started as another 
gig in 89’ and we didn’t 
think we would do an-
other one. When it start-
ed it was just a bunch of 
people cooking chili and 
we would play…It was 
a good time, so we de-
cided to do it again that 
next year.” 

As time went on, the 
festival began to grow 
in size and every year 
more musicians and 
people would show up 
to kick back and enjoy 
some live country mu-
sic.  Things progressed 
the first six years of 
LJT’s history, until it fi-
nally became an official 
annual event during its 
seventh year. 

Larry explained, “Af-
ter every we year we 
would say, ‘We aint do-
ing this again,’ but by 
the time the seventh one 

came around we had 
our first sponsor and 

About a year ago, I 
was in the same shoes 
that you are, I had just 
graduated high school 
and was moving off to 
college. While my first 
year of college was the 
opposite of normal due 
to a global pandemic, I 
think we all have our fair 
share of uncertainty and 
abnormality in our lives.

Everyone’s first year 
of college is different. If 
you ask multiple people, 
you will have a handful 
of different responses. 
No one goes into college 
knowing what is go-
ing to happen, which is 
the best and worst thing 
imaginable. 

Being a freshman and 
going off to college 
somewhere you have 
never been is nerve-
racking. To prepare you 
for some of the things 
you may encounter, here 
are a few things I wish I 
had known coming into 
college that will hope-
fully help you.

First, it is okay to 
feel a lot of emotions. 
Whether you are happy, 
sad, confused, terrified 
or not sure how to feel, 
we have all been there. 
Moving from all things 
familiar will leave you 
overwhelmed. While I 
was happy to come to 
Tarleton State Univer-

Local De Leonian, 
Haley Painter, recently 
opened her own hair 
salon, Envy Co., in Ste-
phenville, Texas. The 
twenty-one-year-old 
entrepreneur is excited 
to hit the ground run-
ning and help people 
find the perfect hairstyle 
and color to compliment 
them. 

“My goal for Envy 
Co. is to leave a posi-
tive impact on everyone 
who comes through my 
doors. Whether it be a 
smile on their face or 

an impression in their 
hearts,” Painter said. 
“The culture of Envy 
Co. is to be a salon that 

you can trust with all of 
your dream-goals and all 
of your worries. The sa-
lon is built on a founda-

tion of trust in the Lord, 
kindness and passion to 
care for others.”

Before discovering her 
passion for hair, Painter 
wanted to study criminal 
justice at Howard-Payne 
but quickly realized that 
it was something she felt 
like she had to do instead 
of something she truly 
loved. Once she came 
to that realization, she 
began exploring differ-
ent career fields before 
eventually talking to a 
counselor that recom-
mended Ranger Junior 
College’s cosmetology 
program. After just a 
year there, Painter grad-
uated with her cosmetol-

ogy license and began 
her career as a hairstyl-
ist at Studio Chroma 
in Stephenville. While 
there, she worked hard 
and learned a lot about 
the industry before de-
ciding to open her very 
own salon. 

“I got to the point 
to where I just needed 
somewhere else...  I 
wanted to grow more 
and experience more as 
an owner,” Painter said. 
“I work a ton, about six 
days a week. Why not 
be at my own place and 
work that much?” 

The Envy Co. Salon 
will offer luxury service 
at an affordable price.  

Painter explained, 
“We try to stay very sim-
ilar to the prices in Ste-
phenville among other 
hairstylists, if not a little 
bit more affordable for 
people, but we want to 
give you the luxury feel-
ing for a good price.” 

According to Painter, 
the price of the average 
hair salon was a big rea-
son why she wanted to 
open her own store. 

 “It’s a confidence 
booster if you can afford 
to get your hair done. 
So, I try to make it so 
nobody has to be like ‘oh 
am I going to buy dinner 

Tarleton State Uni-
versity has undergone 
multiple construction 
and renovation projects 
around campus. These 
projects are to help in-
crease capacity, provide 
better overall student 
experience and safety 
as well as provide more 
options and variety to 
students on campus.

Tarleton President 
Dr. James Hurley said, 
“What’s taking place in 
the summer now is you 
see a lot of preventive 
maintenance, you see a 
lot of enhancements on 
campus—certainly with 
some of our through 

ways, walkways—we 
want to see that our win-
dows, doors, roofs are 
repaired when students 
come back.” 

“And the reason 
you’re seeing it in the 
summer,” Hurley con-
tinued, “is it’s the only 
downtime that we don’t 
have 10,000 students 
and a couple thousand 
faculty and staff mem-
bers on campus. We 
have to condense all of 
our construction into the 
[summer]…What you 
want to do with con-
struction projects is you 
want it to be the least 
amount of disruption for 
the university, for the 
faculty, for the staff, for 
the students in particular 
and more importantly.”

According to Assis-
tant Vice President of 
Campus Operations 
David Martin, some of 
the construction and 
renovation projects on 
campus include the food 
court, bookstore, Fine 
Arts Pedestrian Way, 
Sloan and Rome inter-
section, baseball and 
softball fields, aquat-
ics center, dog park, 
food truck court with 
overflow parking and 
smokestack.

“All these timelines,” 
Martin explained, “are 
really stressed because 
of COVID and deliver-
ies and materials and 
supply chains and a lot 
of different [things]—
it’s like a perfect storm 
came together. Common 

things like brick pavers 
have become very dif-
ficult to get, especially 
on short notice. Even 

though some of these 
projects we were plan-
ning for months, it’s 

been a challenge, but 
our team is working 
very hard to get those 
completed on time.”

The renovations to the 
food court will include 
a new, bigger Chick-fil-

A. Because of the ex-
pansion, there will be a 
much larger menu and 
more seating and lounge 
areas. Martin said there 
will also be renovations 
to the floors, ceilings, 
finishes and entrance   to  
the student center.

A second project hap-
pening within the stu-
dent center is updating 
the bookstore. “We’re 
going to run thebook-
store through the uni-
versity,” Martin said. “It 
was previously contract-
ed out. So, you’re going 
to see a fresh look and 
hopeful some better op-
tions and more variety.”

To provide more safe-
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By far, the most talk-
ed about person in the 
whole Olympics was 
Simone Biles of the 
United States. Biles, 
considered by many to 
be the greatest women’s 
gymnast of all-time, de-
cided to withdraw from 
the finals of the indi-
vidual all-around com-
petition as well as the 
vault, uneven bars and 
floor finals. Biles stated 
that she was dealing 
with a little bit of the 
“twisties.” The twisties 
is when a gymnast is no 
longer able to do a skill 
that they have done a 
thousand times. Since 
your body won’t coop-
erate, your brain loses 
track of where you are in 
the air. A gymnast won’t 
find out where they are 
until they hit the ground. 
The twisties is like the 
yips in baseball. A play-
er forgets how to throw 
a baseball, even though 
they have been doing it 

their entire lives; how-
ever, when you get the 
twisties in gymnastics, 
you could severely get 
hurt. Biles would even-
tually pull herself from 
competition after she 
scored a 13.766 on beam 
in the team finals. 

“I just don’t trust my-
self as much as I used 
to,” Biles told reporters 
in Tokyo. “I’m a little bit 
more nervous when I do 
gymnastics. I feel like 
I’m also not having as 
much fun.”

Clearly Biles was not 

herself. She was smart 
enough to realize that 
she was mentally unfit 
to perform at the Olym-
pics. Biles has to be 
tougher than any gym-
nast on the planet. Not 
only does she have to 
live up to the expecta-
tions and pressure that 
the entire world puts on 
her, but she does skills 
that nobody else 

can physically do. She 
pushes her body to the 
limit every day. People 
could whine all day long 
and 

say she is not men-
tally tough, however, I 
believe she is incredibly 
tough for fighting her 
way back into compe-
tition and winning the 
bronze medal in the bal-
ance beam final.

The only question 
that still needs to be an-
swered, is what will this 
do to her legacy? Do not 
get me wrong, the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics was 
not easy at all. There 
were none to very little 
fans or supporters in the 

stands, you must deal 
with COVID-19 proto-
cols and not being able 
to have your family with 
you at the games. Not 
to mention, that if you 
are Biles, you must deal 
with the stress of the 
whole world expecting 
you to dominate in ev-
ery event. I am not say-
ing this is easy by any 
means, but, when you 
call yourself the GOAT 
(Greatest of All Time), 
that includes your men-
tal game too. While this 

woman dominated the 
sport for years, when the 
toughest and most chal-
lenging sports event of 
her entire life arrived, 
she decided to not com-
pete. 

Whatever the answer 
may be, she will be re-
membered who put her 
mental health over a 
sport, and I cannot ap-
plaud her anymore for 
doing that. At the end of 
the day, sports are just 
a game. While it can 
sometimes be more than 
just a game, the players 
playing that game are not 
here for your entertain-
ment. I will always en-
courage people that shed 
light on mental health 
topics. Biles brings up 
topics that should be 
discussed more often. 
Because of Biles, people 
around the world will 
feel more confident in 
telling people about their 
mental problems and not 
keeping them inside. So, 
thank you Simone Biles.

BY CODY VANNOY 
Sportswriter
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Simone Biles competing her routine on the  beam.                                                                                                                                            
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Farewell letter from Kaley Dowell
Texan News Service 

(TNS) has taught me so 
much since coming onto 
staff in January of 2020. 
I have learned how to 
push through difficult 
circumstances, take ini-
tiative as well as lead 
and teach those who 
come after me. 

I first started as a mul-
timedia journalist and 
continued writing sto-
ries virtually during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
Through that, I had to 
learn how to best con-
duct interviews online 
and over the phone. 

At the end of that 
spring semester, most 
of our staff either gradu-
ated or stepped away, 
so I was quickly pro-

moted to executive 
producer because I had 
the most knowledge on 
broadcasting. As the ex-
ecutive producer, I pro-
duced and directed all of 
our broadcasts. I had to 
teach myself a lot of the 
job, but I have enjoyed 
every minute of working 
for TNS. 

With becoming the ex-
ecutive producer, I had 
to take initiative to learn 
everything and lead our 
staff well to produce 
broadcasts. Since I was 
the only one who knew 
how to run the tricaster 
board and produce a 
broadcast, I made it a 
point to teach others as 
well. I am confident in 
the hands of those that 
will be taking over our 
broadcasts. My hope is 

for them to be better 
than I ever was and take 

TNS broadcasts to a 
whole new level.  

Getting to focus solely 
on broadcasts the last 
two semesters, I realized 
a love for video produc-
tion that is continually 
growing. I love produc-
ing, directing, filming 
and editing videos. With 
TNS, I got to do all of 
those. 

Graduating in August 
has been an interesting 
experience. All summer, 
I felt like I was already 
graduated, but still had 
two classes to finish. 
My next step is coming 
onto staff at the Tarleton 
Baptist Student Ministry 
(BSM). 

I have been involved 
at the BSM since the 
Spring of 2019 and am 
excited to give back 
a year after college to 
continue to love, serve 

and bring the gospel to 
Tarleton students. In that 
job position, I will get to 
combine my love for Je-
sus and film production 
by creating content for 
the BSM’s social media.

My long-term career 
goal is to be a film direc-
tor in Hollywood. God 
has given me a desire to 
bring the good news of 
Jesus to the people of 
California, including ce-
lebrities, and I am going 
to do just that. 

I am extremely grate-
ful for the stamina, lead-
ership, teaching oppor-
tunities, friendships and 
realizations that TNS 
has given me. I cannot 
wait to see what the fu-
ture holds for TNS. 

Kaley Dowell                                                                                                                                           
                                                                 Photo courtesy of  Kaley 
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Since the first Olympic 
games in 1896, the Olym-
pics have only been can-
celled three times. World 
War I cancelled the 1916 
Olympics and then World 
War II cancelled the 1940 
and 1944 Olympics. On 
March 24, 2020, howev-
er the Olympics were not 
cancelled but postponed 
until 2021. Then, on July 
23, 2021, Japan’s tennis 
superstar, Naomi Osaka, 
carried the Olympic torch 
into the Olympic Stadium 
in Tokyo, Japan to start the 
highly anticipated Olym-
pic games. 

Memorable Moments
The United States won 

the overall medal count as 
well as the most golds out 
of any country. Team USA 
won 39 gold, 41 silver and 
33 bronze medals for a to-
tal of 113 medals in 28 
different sports. In these 
games, it was the women 
who helped carry Team 
USA to the overall medal 
count. In fact, 164 women 
medaled for Team USA, 
while 93 men medaled. 
China was the closest to 
defeating the Team USA’s 
quest for the most golds 
and overall, with the coun-
try winning 38 gold med-

als and 88 overall medals. 
Japan came in third place 
of the gold medal stand-
ings with 27 golds and the 
Russian Olympic Com-
mittee took third in the 
most medals won with 71.

The 24-year-old swim-
mer, Caeleb Dressel of the 
United States, joined an 
elite company of Olym-
pian greats. With winning 
five Olympic gold med-
als in Tokyo, he became 
just the eleventh Olym-
pian to accomplish that 
feat. He won the gold in 
the 4x100m medley re-
lay, 50m freestyle, 100m 
freestyle, 100m butterfly 
and the 4x100m freestyle 
relay. On top of all that, 
he set the world record in 
both the men’s 100m but-
terfly and 4x100m medley 
relay.

Tamyra Mensah-Stock 

made history in Tokyo, 
when she became the first 
Black U.S. woman to win 
an Olympic gold medal in 
wrestling. Mensah-Stock 
defeated Nigeria’s Bless-
ing Oborududu 4-1 in the 
women’s 68-kilogram 
freestyle wrestling final. 
The Olympic champion 
hoped her victory would 
inspire young Black girls 
in the United States to 
consider wrestling. 

“These young wom-
en are going to see them-
selves in a number of ways 
and they’re going to look 
up there and go, I can do 
that,” said Mensah-Stock. 
“I can see myself.”

In her third Olympic 
Games, Katie Ledecky 
added to her already im-
pressive career achieve-
ments. Ledecky won the 
gold in the 800m free-

style and 1500m free-
style as well as took sil-

ver in the 400m freestyle 
and the 4x200m freestyle. 
Ledecky’s six individual 
gold medals are the most 
of any female Olympic 
swimmer and female U.S. 
Olympian.

With Allyson Felix win-
ning her eleventh Olym-
pic medal, she passes the 
infamous Carl Lewis, to 
become the most decorat-
ed American in track and 
field. Felix won the bronze 
medal in the 400m and the 
gold medal in the 4x400m 
relay.

The United States of 
America’s Women’s bas-
ketball team showed why 
they were ranked as the 
number one seed coming 
into the games with domi-
nating performances after 
dominating performances. 

In the gold medal game, 
Team USA defeated the 

host nation of Japan, 90-
75. This became the sev-
enth straight gold medal 
for Team USA and boost-
ed their Olympic winning 
streak to 55 games. The 
victory made the two vet-
erans of the team, Diana 
Taurasi and Sue Bird, five-
time Olympic gold medal 
recipients.

Underachieving Mo-
ments

The second highest 
ranked tennis player in the 
world, Naomi Osaka, was 
one of the biggest hopes 
for the host nation of Ja-
pan, however, she did not 
live up to the expectations 
in Tokyo. Osaka lost in 
the third-round to Czech 
Republic’s Marketa Von-
drousova, the number 
42 ranked player in the 

world. Vondrousova went 
on to win the silver medal.

Novak Djokovic, the 
men’s world highest 
ranked tennis player, re-
cently won Wimbledon, 
but walked away from 
Tokyo empty-handed. 
Djokovic would lose to 
the eventual gold medal 
winner, Alexander Zverev 
of Germany. Djokovic 
would eventually lose to 
Spain’s Pablo Carreno 
Busta in the bronze med-
al match and would with-
draw from the mixed dou-
bles bronze medal match.

With the retirement of 
Usain Bolt, the entire 
world was wondering who 
would take the title of the 
fastest man on earth. Tray-
von Bromell was one of 
the favorites to become 
that man in the 100m, 
however, the American 
barely made it to the semi-
finals. Bromell did not 
even qualify for the finals. 

The USA’s 4x100m re-
lay team also did not reach 
the finals in the 2020 
Olympics. The defending 
world champion 4x100m 
relay team finished in 
sixth place in the second 
heat. The team consisted 
of Trayvon Bromell, Fred 
Kerley, Ronnie Baker and 
Cravon Gillespie.

BY CODY VANNOY
Sports Writer

The lowdown of the Tarleton Texan 2021 football season
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An overview of the 2020 Olympics

Summer is over and stu-
dents are coming back to 
Stephenville for a brand-
new academic school 
year. While you may 
struggle during the week 
with mounds of home-
work assignments, quiz-
zes and tests, you can al-
ways look forward to the 
weekend and Texan foot-
ball games on Saturdays. 
While the coronavirus 
pushed the Texans’ inau-
gural Division 1 season 
to the spring of 2021, the 
team’s schedule will re-
turn to the traditional for-
mat this upcoming fall 
for their first football sea-
son in the Western Ath-
letic Conference (WAC). 
On July 1, 2021, Tarleton 
State University wel-
comed Stephen F. Austin, 

Lamar University, Sam 
Houston State, Abilene 
Christian University and 
Central Arkansas as offi-
cial members of the WAC. 

Schedule 
The 2020 Texans foot-

ball team finished with a 
record of 5-3 in their in-
augural Division 1 season 
and the 2021 squad will 
be looking for a 1-0 start 
as they open their sea-
son and WAC play when 
they travel to Nacogdo-
ches, Texas on Sept. 4 to 
face Stephen F. Austin. 
The Texans’ first game at 
Memorial Stadium this 
fall will be the follow-
ing weekend on Sept. 11 
versus Fort Lewis. On 
Sept. 18, the Texans will 
then travel to Arlington, 
Texas to play Southern 
Utah at the Texas Rang-
er’s former home known 
as Globe Life Park. The 

Texans will be considered 
the home team. The next 
weekend of the 25, the 
Texans will play at Me-
morial Stadium against 
New Mexico Highlands. 
Then, on Oct. 2, the team 
will travel to Richmond, 
Kentucky to play East-
ern Kentucky. While the 
Texans have a bye the 
following weekend, they 
are right back into action 
on Oct. 16 in St. George, 
Utah to face Dixie State. 
Tarleton will then come 
back home for three 
straight weekends, as 
they will play Midwest-
ern State on Oct. 23, Sam 
Houston State on Oct. 30, 
and Lamar on Nov. 6. The 
team will play their final 
road game of the year on 
Nov. 13, in Abilene, Tex-
as against Abilene Chris-
tian. The Texans will end 
their season at home with 
Central Arkansas on 

Nov. 20.
 “It will hands-down 

be the toughest sched-
ule we have ever had,” 
Head Football Coach 
Todd Whitten explained. 
“I don’t know how many 
games we can win, but we 
will compete very well.” 

Since it is Tarleton’s 
second year at the Divi-
sion 1 level, they will be 
unable to participate in 
the postseason this fall.

Players to Watch
On the offensive side of 

the ball, be on the lookout 
for wide receiver Tariq 
Bitson and offensive line-
man Zach Perry. Bitson is 
the team’s leading receiv-

er from a year ago where 
he had 43 receptions on 
614 receiving yards and 
seven touchdowns. Per-
ry returns as a leader on 
the offensive line where 
in 2020, the line was just 
called on five holding 
penalties and only allow-
ing 1.38 sacks per game. 
Both players were named 
to the 2021 Preseason All-
WAC Teams. Also, be on 
the lookout for the return-
ing tandem of quarter-
back, Steven Duncan and 
running back, Ryheem 
Skinner.

On the defensive side of 
the ball, look out for de-
fensive back Devin Haf-
ford and linebacker Ron-
nell Wilson. Wilson was 
the team’s leading tack-
ler on the 2020 team with 
76 total tackles and 33 
of them being solo. He 
also had ten tackles for 
loss, two sacks and three 
forced fumbles. Hafford 
will be moving to the 
safety position for this up-
coming season. 

“I actually safety in 
high school,” said Haf-
ford. “You have to know 
everybody’s job really on 
the field. So, the transition 
has been a learning expe-
rience.” 

Both defensive stars 
were named to the 2021 
Preseason All-WAC 
Teams.

Why Should You Be 
Excited?

“Our student body is re-
ally like no other,” Whit-
ten said. “And I have 
coached all around. Our 

students show up in full 
force.” 

Additionally, in typical 

Texas fashion, most of the 
games that are in the fall 
will be quite warm. More 
than likely, the games will 
not start to get chilly until 
November. Lastly, Whit-
ten is fired up for this up-
coming season. While it 
may not be a surprise to 
hear that a college head 
coach is excited about the 
upcoming football sea-
son, Whitten seems ea-
gerly excited about how 
his players have been car-
rying themselves. He has 
reminded people that he 
was disappointed with 
how the team finished last 
year and how he wanted 
to fix the inconsistencies 

in the offense from a year 
ago. This has led Whitten 
in developing a culture 

where his team plays for 
the guy next to him rather 
than for himself. 

“I want these guys to 
play for one another and 
we talk about how diffi-
cult it is,” Whitten stat-
ed. “It is something that 
you have to be conscious 
of and real deliberate on 
how you go about add-
ing new guys and making 
them feel welcome.” 

So, whether you are a 
faculty member, a grad-
uate student or a fresh-
faced freshman, go out 
and support the Tarleton 
Texan football team.

BY CODY VANNOY 
Sports Writer 

Devin Hafford was named to the 2021 Preseason All-WACTeams.                                                                                                                                    
                                                   Photo Courtesy of   tarletonsports.com

The 2021 season will be Head Coach Todd Whitten’s twelfth  
season at the helm. His record as the head coach sits at 84-40.                                                                                                                                           
                                                           Photo Courtesy of   Las Cruces Sun-

Katie Ledecky wins gold.                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                             Photo courtesy of   AP 

Tamyra Mensah is the first black wom-
an to win gold in womens wrestling.                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                                      



sity, I was also scared 
and nervous as soon as 
my parents left me in my 
dorm.

My best advice to 
help conquer those emo-
tions is get out of your 
dorm and go explore. 
The more familiar you 
become with your sur-
roundings both on cam-
pus or around Stephen-
ville, the better you will 
feel. Take a stroll on 
campus or get in the car 
and drive, it can’t hurt to 
take a look around. One 
of my favorite places on 
campus is XYZ because 
XYZ. 

Secondly, your friends 
in college may not be 
the same ones from 
high school. We all said 
to our friends that we 
would keep in touch, but 
it doesn’t always happen 
that way and that’s okay 
because people grow 

and change overtime. 
One thing to remem-

ber: old friends will 
come and go, and new 
friends will follow. Col-
lege is all about finding 
your place, and find-
ing your people is just 
as important. I am ex-
tremely extroverted and 
the thought of making 
new friends was over-
whelming so if you are 
more of an introvert 
know that going some-
where where you no ab-
solutely no one is nerve 
racking for everyone so 
you are not alone. In the 
end, I found people who 
have impacted my life 
in countless ways and 
close friends for years 
to come, I just had to 
step outside my com-
fort zone. Go to your 
hall events, activities on 
campus, sporting events 
or anything to meet new 
people. 

Strike up a conversa-
tion, whether it be about 
your major or how tired 

you are from freshman 
activities. Trust me, you 
will be asked to state 
your name, major and a 
fun fact about yourself 
a million times,  make 
the best out of it and 
put yourself out there, 
you’re stuck with these 
people for the next four 
years.

Lastly, step out of your 
comfort zone. I know for 
some people it is harder 
than others, but it is the 
only way you will have 
new experiences and 
get comfortable in your 
skin. 

For me, my favorite 
hobby was watching 
Gilmore girls, eating 
Whataburger and hav-
ing movie nights with 
friends. While it was 
nice for about the first 
semester, I wasn’t expe-
riencing anything new 
or taking advantage of 
my newfound freedom.

Whether it is going 
to a football game with 
friends, attending one of 

many Tarleton events or 
just introducing your-
self to new people, do 
it. In some sense, col-
lege is about explora-
tion. You are finding out 
so much about yourself 
and what you want to do 
with your life. Staying 
in your dorm is not the 
way to do it, look out-
side the window and see 
what life has to throw at 
you. 

I will leave you with 
one last piece of advice, 
which is absolutely do 
not step on the grass. 
This will be a phrase 
you hear the rest of your 
time at Tarleton and it 
is most definitely not a 
joke unless you want the 
purple poo to tackle you 
or steal your shoes.

College is one of the 
best times of your life, 
make the most of it 
while you can and make 
it something to remem-
ber. 

And remember, Go 
Texans!

thought to ourselves 
well… we can keep go-
ing.” 

The festival, which 
was started in 1989, 
continued down a simi-
lar path and didn’t skip 
a year until the spring 
of 2020, when it was 
rescheduled due to the 
pandemic.

According to Zack 
Taylor, the event co-
ordinator of the festi-
val, “When we initially 
made the decision [to 
reschedule LJT], we 
didn’t think there was 
going to be a way, and 
then by the time April 
rolled around, there was 
obviously not a way [to 
host the festival]. We 
would have had to get 
gathering permits and 
work with homeland se-
curity and all that stuff, 
and none of that stuff 
was gonna happen.” 

Originally, the festival 
was rescheduled for the 
April of 2021 and while 

it could have hap-
pened, Larry decided 

to reschedule the festi-
val again.

“The one that we had 
scheduled for last April 
was possible, but it was 
right on that line,” Larry 
explained. “At the time 
we were gonna have to 
do pods, and when we 
started setting those up 
and mapped them out, 
we had already sold 
more tickets than we 
could put pods out there. 
So, then we decided that 
we were not gonna do 
this festival like this, so 
we rescheduled for Sep-
tember.”  

This September’s 
festival is expected to 
make a full return, and 
Larry couldn’t be hap-
pier about the lineup 
stating that, “This year 
has a great lineup top to 
bottom. I just proofed 
the laments for the VIPs 
and I was thinking ‘Man 
how’d we put this to-
gether.’ Every day and 
night is headliner, head-
liner, headliner, all the 
way till the end. The 

tough part was figuring 
out who to put in front 
of who because they are 
all basically headliners, 
but we got some new 
and established people 
that we are really excit-
ed for.”

With artists such as 
Koe Wetzel, William 
Clark Green and Gary 
P. Nunn preforming, it’s 
easy to see why Larry 
is so excited about this 
year’s lineup. Selecting 
a lineup like that takes 
years of practice and 
Larry was happy to shed 
some light on their pro-
cess of picking. 

“There’s two things 
that go into our process 
of picking.  First of all 
are they going to en-
tertain the crowd. They 
either have to entertain 
the crowd or draw the 
crowd. Not everybody 
has to draw a big crowd. 
We just want the crowd 
to be entertained when 
they get here,” Larry 
said. “There’s also a lot 
of loyalty that goes into 
that, Guys like Randy 
Rodgers have been here 

for 15 years so we don’t 
even really communi-
cate, he just knows and 
we know that he’s wel-
come to perform.” 

While loyalty is an im-
portant aspect to Larry 
and his team, they also 
like to give new guys 
a chance stating that, 
“We’re always look-
ing for the young guys, 
one thing that’s helped 
us over the last seven or 
eight years is having our 
song writer show case a 
lot of the guys that are 
preforming like Parker 
McCullum, Jared Marsh 
and Cody West all came 
through him. I’d say 
about 30 or 40 percent 
of our performer’s come 
through him.”  

 Zack added, “We 
also look for artist who 
out there staying busy, 
the ones that play every 
weekend, we like they 
guys that are out there 
promoting themselves. 
There’s some artist that 
won’t draw the same 
size crowd as the others 
but there out there work-
ing hard fine tuning their 

art. The fans like to be a 
part of the up and com-
er.”

Not only is there a pro-
cess in selecting the per-
formers, but as it turns 
out, setting up a festival 
for 60,000 people is no 
easy task.

 According to Zack, 
“It’s like organizing a 
small city, the same stuff 
that goes on in town is 
kind of the same stuff 
that goes on out here 
over six days. We have 
to worry about water, 
sewer, bathrooms, ems, 
security, food and roads. 
All of that stuff goes into 
building this little small 
temporary town to make 
sure everybody’s needs 
are met while they are 
here. So, it’s a very long 
detailed process, but we 
get a lot of help from the 
county and city.” 

“We are constantly 
trying to improve which 
always requires more 
work, and on top of this 
the grounds have gotten 
bigger which requires us 
to organize even more, 
so it’s not that things get 

harder as much as it is 
that as soon as we figure 
something out, there’s 
already that next thing to 
figure out,” Zack ended. 

COVID-19 hit the mu-
sic industry hard, and 
a lot of artists barley 
scrapped by while their 
tour dates were canceled 
month after month. This 
has led to a crisis within 
the music industry, es-
pecially for those that 
weren’t supported by a 
multimillion-dollar re-
cord label. 

This is why Larry 
thinks it is now more 
important than ever to 
buy a ticket.

“It was devastating 
and a lot of guys are out 
of the business cause of 
it, or at least temporar-
ily they had to step out,” 
Larry said. “We really 
found out how unim-
portant we were towards 
the government, but the 
public supported a lot of 
the Facebook live shows 
musicians started to host 
during the pandemic, 
but there’s no substitute 
for live music.”
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     Taylor Kaluza poses during her own freshman move-in.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                           Photo courtesy of  Taylor 
Kaluza



ty for students travel-
ing on campus, the Fine 
Arts Pedestrian Way and 
the Sloan and Rome in-

tersection have been un-
der construction. 

“It [the Fine Arts Pe-
destrian Way] really 
connects the center of 
campus near the library 
to the student center 
area and dining hall 
area,” Martin said. “Pre-
viously, it was a heavily 
trafficked area. Students 
would walk down the 
road through the drive 
through the parking 
lot or the handicapped 
spaces.” 

“That’s all been re-
located,” Martin con-
tinued, “There’s going 
to be a pedestrian way 
that goes down there 
that kinda matches our 
new pedestrian models. 
So, there will be some 
brick accents in it, some 
landscaping in it, and a 
good safe way to trav-
el now—we won’t be 
walking in traffic.”

The Sloan and Rome 
vehicular intersection, 
which is located by Wis-
dom Gym and the tennis 
courts, is also under con-

struction. This intersec-
tion was previously 

misaligned and caused a 
lot of confusion for stu-
dents driving it. 

This intersection will 
now be aligned, match 

the rest of the campus, 
follow proper ADA 
handicapped accessibil-
ity crosswalk guidelines 
and be safe for everyone 
who uses it.

Hurley said, “We want 
to make this campus ac-
cessible to all—and all 
means all…Imagine if 
you are chair bound and 
you are trying to cross 
that section. We have a 
lot of students here [who 
are chair-bound]—and 
we’re proud of that.”

“That area was just a 
really bad area,” Hur-
ley continued. “It was 
unsafe for anyone. It 
was unsafe for runners, 
it was unsafe for walk-
ers, it was unsafe for 
chair-bound stakehold-
ers [and students], and 
we wanted to make it 
safe for commuters and 
other folks.”

In addition to making 
the intersection safe for 
everyone,“We’re also 
going to put a brick me-
dallion in that to match 
Rome Street down 

through there,” Martin 
added. “That’ll be a nice 
project as well. There’s 
some landscaping to 
soften up that whole 
area.”

Martin also said this 

project is scheduled 
to be done just before 
school starts, but it 
may not be done before 
move-in. “We hope that 
everyone will be patient 
and understand that 
these are all positives 
and progress and with 
progress comes pains.”

The baseball and soft-
ball fields are also under 
construction and being 
renovated this summer 
in order to meet Divi-
sion 1 standards. The 
fields are being re-turfed 
to provide better drain-
age for the fields when 
it rains, new fences are 
also being put up, and 
new lighting for the 
fields are being put up 
in order to meet tele-
vised broadcast level 
standards.

“With the turf fields,” 
Martin said, “you can 
virtually play in the 
rain minus a downpour 
or lightning. Just the 
ability to do what we 
couldn’t before with the 
lighting upgrades will 

be big. And really clean-
ing up that side of cam-
pus as well.”

According to Hurley, 
the money to renovate 
the baseball and softball 
fields—as well as any 

other athletic facility—
does not come from 
students’ tuition, but 
from the athletic bud-
get, money raised from 
the ticket sales and phil-
anthropic donations.

The aquatics center, 
which is located next to 
the Recreation Center, 
will hopefully be fin-
ished a month or so af-
ter school starts. It will 
have indoor and outdoor 
swimming pools, class-
rooms and more. 

“The outdoor pool 
will have a sun deck,” 
Martin stated. “So, there 
will be lounge chairs 
half in the water..it’ll be 
nice. Then the indoor 
pool actually meets 
NCAA regulations for 
a competitive pool if we 
ever decide to go that 
route until then it’s stu-
dent use.”

Finishing the aquatics 
center is a top priority 
for Tarleton.

Hurley said, “It is 
something that was 
agreed upon before my 

arrival and I wanted to 
make good on the prom-
ise. So that’s a really 
neat opportunity, I think 
it’s going to be more 
beneficial for the com-
munity as well—to try 
to tie in Tarleton and the 
community.”

Another construction 
project that happened 
this summer was the dog 
park, which was finished 
earlier this summer and 
will be a place for the 
dogs on campus to run 
and play off-leash. It 
will be located behind 
the dining hall and is al-
ready open for students 
and their dogs to enjoy.

The park is a large 
fenced-in area with an 
obstacle course—with a 
tunnel and a hoop—and 
water for the dogs and 
some picnic tables and 
seating for the students. 
It is the only place on 
campus where dogs are 
allowed to be off-leash.

Hurley said, “I’m re-
ally excited about the 
new dog park because 
we have needed that…
We talked about it a 
lot—how can we create 
more spaces on campus 
for students to meet and 
congregate and just en-
joy life outside of the 
library, outside of the 
learning lab, outside of 
the classroom, outside 
of wherever.”

The food truck court, 
which takes Texan 
Bucks, and the new 
overflow parking lot are 
located behind Dairy 
Queen, are already com-
pleted. The setup has 
electricity, sewer, water 
and LED lighting avail-
able for food trucks to 
park at and there are 
already several trailers 
ready to serve students. 

The smokestack, a 
campus icon was also 
renovated. It was in-
spected by a certified 
group for structural in-

tegrity, a few repairs 
were made before it was 
scraped and repainted.

“It’ll appear brighter 
now at night because of 
the fresh coat of paint,” 
Martin said. “The stack 
itself was painted white; 
it had actually almost 
worn all the way off, 
so it was almost just a 
concrete structure again. 
Now it appears much 
brighter with those same 
[purple] lights on it.”

Ultiately, Tarleton is 
dedicated to maintain-
ing its campus and pro-
viding its students, fac-
ulty, staff and visitors 
with a safe and beautiful 
atmosphere.

For more information 
on the improvements 
you can check out Tar-
leton’s social media 
platforms, the Tarleton 
website, or Assistant to 
AVP for Campus Op-
erations Lexie Bright at 
bright@tarleton.edu.

“For students and fac-
ulty and staff and my-
self,” Hurley concluded, 
“I would say let’s all 
continue to be patient 
and understand that 
we’re still dealing with 
a COVID-19 construc-
tion environment where 
it’s very difficult for us 
to ascertain goods, labor 
and all those things in a 
timely fashion and just 
know that this is part of 
the master plan—this 
is not the president’s 
prerogative or David 
Martin’s decision—this 
has been in the works 
for many, many years. 
We’re just developing a 
plan. It’s really for the 
solvency and beautifica-
tion of the campus, peri-
od. That’s what we care 
about—leaving it better 
than when we found it…
With every challenge 
comes an opportunity, 
and we have to figure it 
out.”
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tonight or am I going to 
get my hair done?’ You 
can get your dinner and 
your hair done all at the 
same time and go get 
your nails done,” Paint-
er said.

Additionally, Envy 
Co. will be offering a 
variety of services to 

make sure they can take 
care of anything their 
clients may want. 

“[We are] a blonding 
and extension specialist 
salon, so we will offer 
everything from high-
lights to balayage to all 
over blonding services, 
but that doesn’t cut us 
short,” Painter said. “We 
do offer regular all-over 
colors and just haircuts 
and treatments. The list 
of stuff that we offer is 
so wide... we hope to of-
fer everything and make 
sure everyone feels in-

cluded.” 
The services the salon 

offers for people want-

ing to go blonde include 
a full balayage service 
beginning at $125, a 
partial balayage service 
beginning at $95, a full 
highlight service begin-
ning at $120, a partial 
highlight service begin-
ning at $95, toner for 
$45, color correction 
starting at $150, root 
taps for $25, a money 
piece for $45 and fi-
nally 15 foils for $50. 
Hair cuts are $20 for a 

dry cut and $35 to have 
your hair washed, cut 
and styled. Additionally, 

the salon offers a deep 
conditioning service for 
$30 and a lanaz healing 
service for $45. As for 
coloring services, all-
over color is $75 as well 
as root smudges. 

Envy Co. will also act 
as an extensions bar that 
will fully engage the cli-
ent in the process.

Painter explained this 
stating, “I let my clien-
tele be a part of that or-
dering. They get to see 
where the hair comes 
from, and they get to 
see who they’re paying. 
I don’t take a grand to-
tal from you and then 
go and buy everything 
and then your kind of 
like ‘What did I pay for? 
Where did my mon-
ey go? What went to 
what?’” 

Extension services 
include a new install 
service fee of $125, the 
move ups service for 
extensions is $100 and 
a gloss service is $100. 
Consultations are free 
and then the salon has 
a $25 matting fee. They 
also style hair for $25 
and do event hair for 
weddings, prom and 
more for an additional 
fee. 

If you are interested in 
any of the services men-
tioned above, Painter’s 
new shop is located at 
1917 W Washington 
St, Suite 8, right across 
from Tarleton State Uni-
versity’s baseball fields. 
The official grand open-
ing and ribbon-cutting 
ceremony will take 
place Sunday, Aug. 22 
at 2 p.m.

For more information 
about the studio check 
out the Envy Co. Face-
book page or follow 
Haileys own personal 
Facebook account, Hair-
by_HaleythePainter.

Haily Painter posing 
at her new hair salon. 

Photo courtesy of the 
Envy Co. Facebook 
page. 
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Envy Co.

Renovations
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 Tarleton State University’s new food court.
                                                                                                                                                                                          Photo courtesy of  Madison Reed

 Envy Co. location in Stephenville.
                                                                                                                      Photo courtesy of Madison Reed

Surrounding businesses in the Envy Co. complex.
                                                Photo courtesy of  Madison Reed
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